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‘Disagreement’ Increases at U.S. Trade Talks 
OW230915 Tokyo KYODO in English 0804 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


{Farm Talks Falter Over Border Measures”—K YODO 
headline} 


[Text] Tokyo, April 23 Kyodo—U.S. Deputy Trade 
Representative Michael B. Smith said here Saturday that 
the United States and Japan have “moved further apart” 
on their beef and citrus trade dispute. 


Smith, briefing reporters at the U.S. Embassy prior to his 
departure for Washington, said that the Japanese posi- 
tion of implementing postliberalization “border mea- 
sures” after a ; »posed transitional period remains 
vague. 


Hidero Maki, Japan’s vice minister of agriculture, for- 
estry, and fisheries for international affairs, also 
expressed his disappointment with the outcome of the 
talks, saying there was a great gap between the two sides’ 
positions and that the U.S. demands were “excessive.” 


Maki said that the biggest point of disagreement focuses 
on Japan’s proposal to adopt border measures such as 
import surcharges. 


Japan wants to implement such measures after removing 
import quotas on beef, oranges and orange juice, said 
Maki, who represented Japan in the latest round of talks 
with Smith. 


U.S. negotiators hiave rejected the establishment of arti- 
ficial barriers designed to take the place of the quotas 
after liberalization, while the Japanese argue for them in 
order to protect domestic producers. 


Smith said that the U.S. is willing to allow for a limited 
extension of Japan's quota system to ease the phasing out 
process, “provided there is a significantly increased 
access of beef and citrus to the Japanese market” during 
the transition period. 


The American negotiator said other main areas of dis- 


agreement centered around the length of the proposed 
extension and the level of the increase of quotas. 


“The figures that the Japanese Government put forward 
to us earlier are simply not good enough,” Smith said. 


“We have heard nothing that would make me fee! that 
the quantities they are talking about meet our bottom 
line,” he added. 


Smith said, “there remain philosphical and practical 
differences as to what sort of border measures can or 
should be taken to protect the Japanese market” at the 
end of the proposed transitional period. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 1 


Denying any link between the beef and citrus issue and 
the current omnibus trade bill that passed the U.S. 
House of Representatives Thursday, Smith said that any 
connection was merely coincidental. 


He said he heard from Washington Friday morning that 
the bill will be voted on in the Senate on either Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday. 


Smith said he foresees a trade-off between issues, com- 
menting on a statement by Liberal Democratic Party 
Policy Affairs Research Council Chairman Michio 
Watanabe Thursday that liberalization of beef and citrus 
imports would be solved more easily if the U.S. agrees 
not to press for liberalization of the rice market next. 


The deputy trade representative reaffirmed the U.S. 
position that rice should be put on the table with all other 
agricultural issues at the Uruguay round of multilateral 
trade talks, launched two years ago. 


LDP Secretary General Shintaro Abe, speaking at a 
fund-raising party in Wakayama, western Japan Satur- 
day, said he hopes for an early visit by Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato to the 
United States to put an end to the marathon talks. 


Sato will reportedly leave Tokyo for Washington as early 
as Tuesday for political talks with U.S. Trade Represen- 
tative Clayton Yeutter. 


Sinith said during the next round of bilateral negotia- 
tions he does not foresee a separatior: of beef from citrus 
nor does he see a hypothetical bilateral agreement on 
beef while the citrus issue goes before the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Smith has been in Japan since March 14 to attend a 
series of bilateral trade meetings with Japan on eco- 
nomic and trade problems, including the 14th Japan- 
U.S. trade committee held Wednesday. 


US. Official Comments on Remarks 
OW230113 Tokyo KYODO in English 1117 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 KYODO—A comment by I[nter- 
national Trade and Industry Minister Hajime Tamura 
that the omnibus trade bill reflects anti-Japanese senti- 
ment on the part of the United States Congress is “total 
nonsense,” a senior U.S. official said here Friday. 


W. Allen Moore, acting undersecretary of commerce for 
international trade, told a press conference that the 
emotions which led to the controversial “Toshiba sanc- 
tion” would have been “just as high” had a firm from 
another country behaved similarly. 


Earlier in the day Japanese politicians and business 
leaders criticized the clause, which bars some sales of 
Toshiba equipment and ail) sales in the U.S. by its 
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subsidiary, Toshiba Machine Co., as well as several other 
“protectionist” aspects of the omnibus trade bill passed 
by the U.S. House of Representatives. 


Tamura suggested at a press conference that Congress 
may have been motivated by anti-Japanese feelings. 


“The problem in the case of Toshiba may have been 
exacerbated by the fact that it was a Japanese firm and 
there is a tremendous amount of frustration with the very 
large trade deficit that we have with Japan,” Moore said. 


But he added that the U.S. has trade problems with a 
host of other countries, including West Germany, 
France, Brazil and India. “The Congress has not selected 
out Japan uniquely,” he said. 


In March the Tokyo District Court ruled Toshiba 
Machine guilty of illegally providing milling machines to 
the Soviet Union. The United States has claimed the 
machines were used to make quieter submarine propel- 
lers, and has indirecty cost the U.S. billions of dollars in 
additional defense expenditures. 


Allen Wallis, undersecretary of state for economic 
affairs, reported to the press conference on a series of 
meetings on economic and trade issues. 


Wallis said the U.S. urged Japan to support its goal of 
achieving a market-based system for global agricultural 
trade. 


Both delegations agreed on the importance of supporting 
economic growth and strengthening democracy in the 
Philippines, he said. 


Wallis said the two sides acknowledged progress in 
several areas of bilateral trade issues, but he stressed 
there are a number of outstanding issues that must be 
resolved. 


Sato Given ‘Free Hand’ 
OW240747 Tokyo KYODO in English 0703 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato will have a free 
hand in the final round of negotiations with the United 
States over beef and citrus imports to Japan during his 
upcoming trip to Washington, a top ruling party official 
said Sunday. 


Shintaro Abe, general-secretary of the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP), made the remarks at a news confer- 
ence during a trip to Okayama, just as government and 
LDP officials were bracing for a final Japanese offer 
prior to Sato’s trip Tuesday. 


“It is natural that Agriculture Minister Sato should be 
given a free hand, since it involves diplomatic negotia- 
tions,” Abe told reporters. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The negotiations, to be held between Sato and U.S. 
Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter, followed a week 
of talks in Tokyo that negotiators from both countries 
described as unsatisfactory. 


U.S. Deputy Trade Representative Michael Smith told 
reporters in Tokyo before heading home Saturday that 
the two nations have “moved further apart” on their 
beef and citrus dispute. 


Hidero Maki, Smith's counterpart in the series of work- 
ing-level negotiations, also complained that the U.S. was 
making excessive demands over the liberalization issue. 


Abe, a former foreign minister, said Sato was taking over 
the talks because “there was only so fnuch” working- 
level officials could do. “In the final stage, last-minute 
efforts by politicians are necessary,” Abe said. 


U.S. and Japanese differences center on the target date of 
import liberalization and tariff and other compensatory 
measures that the Japanese Government plans to intro- 
duce to offset liberalized imports. 


Political sources said the LDP will try to draw a consen- 
sus through a series of top-level ineetings Monday, 
including possible further Japanese concessions on the 


dispute. 


The concession plan includes a Japanese offer to remove 
quotas on beef imports in three years and citrus imports 
in five years while increasing the level of imports by 10 
percent each year as an interim measure. 


The LDP’s powerful farm lobby is strongly opposed to 
import liberalization, and angry farmers in Kitakyushu 
smashed a U.S.-made car and set it on fire Saturday as a 
symbol of their protest. 


Sato To Offer Beef Decontrol 
OW221435 Tokyo KYODO in English 1346 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


{Text} Tokyo, Apri] 22 KYODO—Takashi Sato, agricul- 
ture, forestry and fisheries minister, will probably leave 
for Washington next Tuesday with a new compromise 
proposal offering to free beef imports in three years, in 
yet another bid to settle a prolonged bilateral dispute 
over Japan’s beef and orange imports, government 
sources said Friday. 


A top-level joint meeting of the government and the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) will be convened 
on Monday to finalize the proposal, which will also 
include an offer to liberalize orange imports in five years, 


they said. 
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Sato will meet with U.S. Trade Representative Clayton 
Yeutter in a last-ditch effort to reach a bilateral solution 
by the end of this month and prevent the Geneva-based 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) from 
taking up an earlier-filed U.S. complaint over the matter. 


The U.S. has been pressing for the total liberalization of 
Japan’s beef and orange imports. 


Japan’s offer to decontrol beef imports in three years 
instead of ‘ive years as originally planned will be condi- 
tional on U.S. acceptance of a low Japanese import 
surcharge after liberalization, the sources said. 


But it remains to be seen whether the United States will 
soften its strong opposition to such a surcharge. 


It seems highly likely therefore, that the Sato-Yeutter 
talks will aim at basic agreement on fixing a liberaliza- 
tion timetable and transitional measures until full liber- 
alization, such as expansion of import quotas, while 
holding off the problem of surcharge, the sources said. 


Tokyo asserts that variable import surcharges will be 
needed after import liberalization, to protect domestic 
cattle raisers. 


But the U.S. apparently finds it difficult to agree to such 
a sur: \rge since it has denounced a variable surcharge, 
imposed beef imports by the European Community 
(EC), as a violation of GATT. 


Therefore, at the Sato-Yeutter talks, Japan wil! probably 
avoid formally referring to the proyosed surcharge and 
seek a compromise along the lines of promising not to 
introduce any discriminatory step that would act as a 
curb on imports, while leaving open the possibility of 
introducing a new system that could replace a surcharge, 
the sources said. 


A government leader, who declined to be identified, said 
Friday that Japan will agree to the liberalization of beef 
and orange imports if it can take steps applicable at the 
time of import, implying import surcharges or other 
similar measures. 


Japan wants to hold off the liberalization of orange 
imports unti! five years later—the latest deadline accept- 
able to the U.S.—because it is difficult to raise tariffs and 
introduce a surcharge under GATT rules. 


Japan will also offer to increase its beef import quota by 
up to 25,000 tons a year and somewhat increase the 
Orange import quota from 11,000 tons a year, provided 
for under a bilateral agreement on beef and orange 
import quotas, which expired at the end of last month, 
the sources said. 
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Regarding orange juice, Japan will offer to increase the 
annual import quota to 10,000 tons in fiscal 1988 
starting this month from 8,500 tons for the previous year 
and continue to increase it at a certain rate after that. 


However, the sources did not rule out the possibility that 
Japan will have to consider 2 new compromise during 
the Washirgton talks in the face of the tough US. 
position. 


Uno Confers With GATT Director Dunkel 
OW250407 Tokyo KYODO in Enziish 0404 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 25 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno raised concerns about sweeping trade legis- 
lation passed by the U.S. House of Representatives in a 
meeting monday with the director general of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), Arthur 
Dunkel, a Foreign Ministry official said. 


Uno, meeting with Dunkel for 30 minutes at the Foreign 
Ministry, was quoted as saying that the omnibus trade 
bill, now being considered by the U.S. Senate, would 
hinder world free trade dealings because it contains 
many protectionist provisions. 


In response, Dunkel said it was important to intensify 
functions of the world trade watchdog to prevent such 
protectionist moves as that in the U.S. Congress, the 
official said in a briefing for reporters. 


Dunkel, here on a seven-day visit through Wednesday as 
a guest of the ministry, expressed disapproval of a 
proposal by Canada to establish a minister-level small 
group within the Geneva-based organization to 
strengthen its activities. 


The Japanese foreign minister also reiterated that Tokyo 
wants to resolve pending farm negotiations with the U.S. 
through bilateral talks. 


Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister Takashi 
Sato will go to Washington this week to try to settle a 
bilateral dispute over Japanese import controls on beef 
and oranges, government sources said. 


Official Refuses U.S. Request on Coal Imports 
OW231145 Tokyo KYODO in English 0821 GMT 
23 Apr 88 

(“Japan Refuses U.S. Request for Coal Import 
Increase”--K YODO headline} 


{Text} Tokyo, April 23 KYODO—Japan Saturday 
turned down a U.S. request for expanding American coal 


imports. 


At subcabinet-level bilateral talks on energy questions, 
U.S. delegates, inclucling Undersecretary of State for 
Economic Affairs Allen Wallis, requested the Japanese 
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Govern ent’s cooperation in promoting coal imports 
from the United States. They were quoted as saying that 
Japan's imports of American coal have been decreasing 
since they reached a peak in 1983. 


Japanese delegates, including Makoto Kuroda, vice min- 
ister of international trade and industry for international 
affairs, said this is basically a commercial problem. 


They added it is necesary for U.S. coal miners to increase 
their international competitiveness, implying the price 
of American coal is high. 


FRG Banker Rules Out Fixed Exchange Rates 
OW25 1041 Tokyo KYODO in English 0717 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 25 KYODO— Karl Otto Poehl, 
president of the West German Bundesbank, Monday 
ruled out the call for a return to a fixed currency rate 
system saying it is “nostalgic.” 


Poehl, who is here to exchange views with leaders in 
Japanese financia! circles, including Ban‘. of Japan Gov- 
ernor Satoshi Sumita, delivered » speech to bankers, 
stressing the need of stability of the U.S. dollar through 
close policy coordination among major Western indus- 
trialized nations. 


“Any further fall in the U.S. dollar would...be a major 
danger to the global monetary system and the world 
economy,” the top West German financial official said. 


“The unprecedented volatility of exchange rates has led 
to a renewal of ideas favoring a return to a system of 
fixed exchange rates,” he went on to say. “But this 
revival sometimes tends (to be) nostaligic.” 


Poehl stated there is no evidence today that any major 
country is more willing than during the collapse of the 
Bretton Woods System to subordinate its monetary and 
fiscal policy to defend given exchange rates at any price. 


In other topics, the head of the West German central 
bank favored the concept of a fluctuation of currencies of 
Asia’s newly industrialized countries (NICS) including 
South Korea, Singapore and Taiwan, in close linkage 
with the Japanese yen. 


Referring to the conception of the so-called Asian Mon- 
etary System (AMS), Poehl said the monetary system, 
linked with the yen, will be one of three major monetary 
blocs, in the world, joining those of the U.S. unit and the 
European Monetary System (EMS). 


NICS currencies are not linked to the yen at present, but 
should follow its moves because it has strengthened 
against the U.S. dollar, Poeh! said, suggesting that the 
appreciation of currencies of “the Asian dragons” is 
desirable. 
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Pointing out a close interrelationship between exchange 
and interest rates, Poehl said the West German central 
bank will carefully monitor commodity prices, maintain- 
ing its present stand in moneiary policies. 


Poehl also said that although the Group of Seven (G-7) 
Western industrialized nations agreed to include a com- 
modity index in the multilateral surveillance proposed by 
U.S. Secretary of the Treasury James Baker, it “does not 
mean introducing any automaticity into policy making.” 


Paper on Okinawa’s Governor U.S. Base Talks 
OW220825 Naha RYUKYU SHIMPO in Japanese 
22 Apr 88 Morning Edition p 5 


{Editorial: “We Look Forward to a Sincere Reply— 
Attention Focused On U.S. Side in Connection With 
Consolidation and Curtailment of Bases”’] 


[Text] Okinawa Prefectural Governor Nishime, who 
went to the United States for a visit on 17 April, has met 
with U.S. Government officials in Washington and ener- 
getically appealed for the consolidation and reduction of 
U.S. military bases on Okinawa. 


His talks reached their peak with a meeting with Secre- 
tary of Defense Carlucci on 20 April. In response to the 
governor's requests, the U.S. side said “no” to a halt to 
live ammunition firing exercises at Camp Hansen and 
Camp Schwab and expressed disapproval of the request 
for the return of the Futenma air station. 


On the other hand, the U.S. side showed a favorable 
response to the governor's requests, saying, “We will 
deal with them with sincerity.”” We will keep an eye on 
how the U.S. Government deals with them. 


The current U.S. visit by the governor and his party was 
an untimely one in that on the very day they arrived in 
Washington, U.S. forecs went into battle by attacking 
Iranian oil platforms in the Persian Gulf. Nevertheless, 
the governor managed to meet with key U.S. officials 
and to appeal for the readjustment and reduction of the 
bases. This was significant in its »wn right. The results of 
his appeal will be evaluated after seeing how the U.S. 
side “reacts” to it, but we wish to express appreciation 
for the fact that he did make a “direct appeal.” 


Assistant Secretary Armitage, in his meeting with Gov- 
ernor Nishime, said, “Regarding the return of facilities 
and some other requests, we will give you our answer in 
writing.” This is particularly noteworthy. 


The meeting with Assistant Secretary Armitage took | 
and 1/2 hours, including a luncheon. He reportedly 
listened to Governor Nishime’s request for the return of 
facilities, looking at maps in an earnest manner. The 
assistant secretary told the governor, “Since some things 
are possible and some others are not, | will give you our 
answer in writing.” We will keep an eye on the results of 
his examination. 
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Governor Nishime presented his requests to the U.S. 
side in writing. According to the document, 29 percent of 
the U.S. military facilities in Japan are concentreated in 
Okinawa Prefecture, which accounts for a scant 0.6 
percent of Japan’s total area. As much as 75.1 percent of 
these are facilities exclusively used by U.S. forces. After 
noting these facts, the governor said: “Because of this 
concentration of facilities and areas used by the U.S. 
forces, the people of Okinawa Prefecture feel as if the 
U.S. occupation still continues even after reversion. For 
this ..ason the people harbor a strong dissatisfaction.” 
This statement stands to reason. 


The gist of Governor Nishime’s requests is as follows: |) 
Okinawa being small in area, the return of facilities on 
the condition that they are relocated is almost impossi- 
ble: hence, a drastic review should be made of the bases, 
iv .uding those facilities whose return has been agreed 
© ' Sy sae Japan-U.S. Security Consultative Committee; 
2) Naha military port, the Urasoe-Ginowan oil pipeline, 
Futenma air station, ad the le Jima auxiliary air strip, 
which were covered in thc June 1985 request, should be 
returned; 3) the live ammunition firing exercises at 
Camp Hansen and Camp Schwab should be stopped, the 
visits by B-52 bombers should be stopped, and the 
aircraft noi¢e at Kadena Airbase should be reduced; and 
4) the Awase golf course zt Camp Zukeran, the Okuma 
resi center, and the Onna communicat:on site, which are 
needed for the development of resort areas, should be 
returned at an early date. 


In reply to these requests, Secretary of Defense Carlucci 
only said, “) wiil reply to your requests after thoroughly 
examining them.” Thus no concrete progress was made. 
On the other hand, U.S. Marine Corps Commandant 
Gray told Governor Nishime that it is “impossible” to 
stop the live ammunition firing exercises and expressed 
disapproval of the return of Futenma air station, saying, 
“It is an important base for helicopter training and, 
besides, there is no relocation site available.” 


Such responses by “active duty personnel” may be 
natural for officers charged with the fulfillment of mis- 
sions. However, we cannot but point out that they do not 
take into considvration what impact the military bases 
have on Okinawa’s local inhabitants. 


How top U.S. Government leaders will “adjust this 
backlash by “active duty personnel” and the local inhab- 
itants’ wishes may present a problem. It may be no 
exaggeration to say that in the United States, known to 
be a civilian-controlled society, things depesid on what 


judgment politicians will pass. 


Taking a look at the U.S Government's response to the 
requests, it is true that considerably more “attention” 
was shown than the last time Governor Nishime visited 
the Uniied States. Due to the outbreak of an emergency 
situation—an armed clash in the “ersian Gulf involving 
U.S. forces—the governor's meeting with the secretary of 
defense, originally scheduled for 19 April, was abruptly 
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rescheduled for 20 April. Nevertheless, key U.S. Govern- 
ment vfficials lent an ear to the governor of Okinawa 
Prefecture, which is no more than a small island in the 
Far East. 


In a sense, this indicates a perception that Okinawa still 
continues to be an important base for the U.S. side and 
also shows the U.S. Government's attitude of seeking to 
a.certain what changes are taking place in the local 
inhabitants’ views concerning military bases. 


From the U.S. side’s response we can see that the 
Japanese Government has neither conveyed to the U-S. 
side the trends prevailing on Okinawa nor the inhabst- 
ants’ requests. The Japanese Government may say that 
in the interest of the nation, the local inhabitants should 
be more patient regarding their demands, but our 
patience has reached a limit. 


Economic activity in Okinawa Prefecture has made 
remaikable progress, thanks to agriculture and tourism, 
and Okinawa's value as a resort is drawing international 
attention. Under these circumstances, the U.S. military 
bases which continue to occupy key areas in the prefecture 
ftave become a major obstacle hindering development. 


In his requests Governor Nishime appealed, “To con- 
tinue strengthening the friendly and cooperative rela- 
tions between Japan and the United States on the basis 
of the Japan-U.S. security system, | believe it is most 
important to alleviate the dissatisfaction among the 
people of Okinawa Prefecture and, at the same time, to 
avoid friction with them.” 


We are in no position to say that we approve of the 
Japan-U.S. security system, but even if we approve of it, 
the maintenance and management of the bases in the 
days ahead will be impossible without K=z<ding the 
demands of the local inhabitants. We hope that the U.S. 
Government will exa ~ine the governor's requests ear- 
nestly and give a sincere reply. 


Minister Okuno Replies to PRC Criticism 
OW222324 Tokyo KYODO in English 1015 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 KYODO—-National Land 
Agency Director General Seisuke Okun called Chinese 
dictation to Japan “a crying shame,” and urged fellow 
political leaders Friday to go ahead and take part in 
spring memorial services at Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine. 


The shrine, used by the military during the war to 
promote nationalistic sentiments, is dedicated to the 
spirits of Japan’s war dead, including former World War 
Il officers convicted as “class-A war criminals.” 


Speaking at a press conference, Okuno said, it is a crying 
shame that Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping’s remarks 
have such repercussions throughout Japan. 
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Okuno was also apparently responding to recent remarks 
by the senior Chinese leader to visiting Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party Executive Council Chairman Masayoshi Ito 
that there are a few on the Japanese side that do not wish 
to see a deepening und-rstanding of the war or a 
strengthening of Sino-Japanese relations. 


The state minister said J7,yan is a country that worships 
the ‘wjigami’ (deified common ancestors) as gods, and 
the Japanese people unify around the imperial house as 
the apex of the ujigami. 


With the aim of destroying that unification, however, the 
American military in December, 1945 forbade public 
officials from praying at Shinto shrines, Okuno said. 


“Forty-three years have passed since then, and now is 
not the time to let the ghost of the occupation threaten 
us,” he said. 


Okuno denied Chinese and Korean claims that Japan 
was the aggressor nation prior to and during the Pacific 
war, saying Japan fought to protect itself at a time when 
white race had turned Asia into a colony. 


Okuno and Home Affairs Minister Seiroku Kayiyama 
joined Friday with 200 LDP Diet members to visit the 
controversial Yasukuni Shrine. The number of partici- 
pants this year has grow. by 37 over last year, according 
to the group's office. 


Three other cabinet ministers—Shigeru Kasuya, director 
general of the Hokkaido and Okinawa Development 
Agencies, and Justice Minister Yukio Hayashida and 
Transport Minister Shintaro Ishihara—also visited the 
shrine the same day. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita did not visit the 
shrine this year to avoid a resultant backlash from Asian 
countries. 


Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno, reached for comment on 
his intentions, said he would not visit in his capacity as 
minister of foreign affairs. 


Posts and Telecommunications Minister Nakayama said 
however that he opposes the grouping together of con- 
victed war criminals with soldiers who did not commit 
crimes. 


Nakayama said it is not right to worship at the same 
shrine those who were political failures together with 
peonle who were victimized by them. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi said his schedule 
would not permit a Friday visit. 
The government has no comment to make in regard to 


cabinet members who visit the shrine on their own 
initiative, he added. 
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Takeshita Comments 
OW250537 Tokyo KYODO in English 0530 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 25 KYODO—frime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita said Monday that the controversial 
remarks made by Cabinet Minister Seisuke Okuno will 
not adversely affect Takeshita’: planned visit to China in 
late August. 


The prime minister, who made the comment to reporters 
at the Diet, said he did not instruct the Foreign Ministry 
to take any steps to calm reactions from Japan's neigh- 
bors to Okuno’s statement. 


In a press conference last Friday, Okuno, director gen- 
eral of the National Land Agency, called Chinese dicta- 
tion to Japan “a crying shame,” and urged fellow politcal 
Waders to go ahead and take part in spring memorial 
services at Tokyo's Yasukuni Shrine. 


The shrine is dedicated to the spirit of Japan's war dead 
and wartime leaders convicted as “class-A war crimi- 
nais.” 


Okuno said at that time it is a crying : ame that Chinese 
leader Dei, Xiaoping’s remarks have such repercussions 
thoughout Japan. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi said Monday he 
thinks Okuno did not intend to slander other nations. 


The government spokesman said at a press conference 
that Japan must recognize feelings of neighboring coun- 
tries, and that Japan will respond to the issue to keep 
friend!y relations with them. 


Meanwhile, Okuno, speaking at a Diet committee ses- 
sion, reiterated his remarks and said he regrets that only 
Japan was branded as an aggressor. 


Okuno said what he meant was that not only Japan was 
an aggressor and that he wonders why South Korea 
reacted sharply to his remarks. 


Okuno also s#i4 he wonders why Japan should accept 
criticisms from Deng. 


Okuno said that Japanese people have been “twisted 
around™ by Deng’s remarks, and that Japan fought the 
war in order to secure its safety. 


The Chinese and South Korean mass media have 
slammed Okuno's remarks. 
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Gang Ring Linked to PRC Consulate Attack 
OW250731 Tokyo KYODO in English 0508 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Teat] Fukuoka, April 25 K ODO—A gangster organi- 
zation may be involved in having fired a gunshot at the 
Chinese Consulate General here March 11, police said 
Monday. 


Police quoted the consulate geieral’s guards as saying 
that a white passenger car with two persons they thought 
looked like gangsters, moved up and down a road in 
front of the Consulate General serveral days before the 
shootizg happered. 


They later found that the car was used by members of the 
K yokuseikai ring, based in Kitai vushu near here. 


Police suspect the gangsters went to the consulate general 
by car to survey it before launching the attack. 


Police said they had been questioning about 10 ring 
members who vere arrested on suspicion of various 


other charges. 


North Korean Freighter Calls at Nahz Port 
OW 250006 Naha NHK Television in Jevanese 
0945 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] A North Korean—or DPRK—freighter recently 
called at Naha port. This is the second time that a North 
Korean vessel has entered a Japanese port since the 
Japanese Government announced sanctions against 
North Korea in relation to the KAL airliner incident. 


The freighter was the 5,379-ton “Tonggon Acguk-ho,” 
manned by 36 crewmen yong Mg in Kim Yong- 
mun. It docked at Naha port's Shinko Pier yesterday 
afternoon. The Japanese Government has been applying 
sanctions against North Korea since January on the 
grounds of a strong suspicion of North Korea having 
been invoived in a systematic terrorist act on a Korean 
Airlines plane in Nevember of last year. Japan has not, 
in fact, allowed North Korean crewmen to disembark 
since then. Because of the measures, the Fukuoka Immi- 
gration Office's Naha branch sent its officials to the ship 
to closely examine the crewmen’s identification papers, 
and exercised precautions so that the crew might not 
leave the ship. 


At Naha port, operations to unload about 6,500 drums of 
asphalt from the “Tonggon Aeguk-ho” were conducted. 
The ship left Naha port shortly after 1800 [0900 GMT] 
24 April for North Korea. This is the first time that a 
North Korean ship has entered Naha port. The “Tong- 
gon Aeguk-ho™ is the vessel that was anchored in the 
Rangoon port for a week immediately before the 1983 
terrorist bombing in . ROK security authorities 
then held it responsible for the terrorist operations. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


According to the Fukuoka Immigration Department 
Office’s Naha branch, this is the second time that a 
North Korean ship has entered a Japanese port since the 
sanctions were announced. A freighter-passenger boat 
called at Yokohama port in February. 


Soviet Landing Fleet Spotted in Japan Sea 
OW241120 Tokyo KYODO in English i016 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 24 KYODO—A Soviet landing ship 
was found cruising south in the Japan Sea off 
Tysushima, Nagasaki Prefecture, around noon Sunday, 
the Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) reported. 


MSDF's antisubmarine patrol plane discovered the 
Soviet vessel at a point some 135 kilome- 
ters northeast of Tsushima Island. It is believed to be 
heading for Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam, or the Indian 
Ocean, MSDF said. 


Recently, a succession of Soviet military vesels have 
been moving south in the Tsushima Strait, because ice is 
still drifting in the Okhotsk Sea, the pivotal area of 
maneuvers for the Soviet Pacific fleet, MSDF said. 


Jap: -» Red Army Members Use Forged Passports 
OW24:5517 Tokyo KYODO in English 1234 GMT 
23 Ap’ 88 


{Text} Tokyo, April 23 KYODO—Osamu Marucka, a 
leader of te militant Japanese Red Army, entered Japan 
frequently with a forged passport before he was arrested 
in ~okyo last November, public security officials 
reported Saturday. 


Maruoka, 37, traveled to Japan more than !0 times over 
10 years, starting in 1978, with a passport stolen by a 
Japanese during a trip to Spain, they said. 


They said other members of the Red Army also were 
suspected of entering Japan with false passports. 


Yu Kikumura, 35, another member of the group who 
was taken into custody in the United States, also carried 
a passport stolen by an employee of a Kyoto hospital. 


The officials said Maruoka traveled to Japan from 
Switzerland last June with a passport in the nar :e of a 
Filipino. 


Maruoka later traveled to the Philippines, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, China and other countries with a forged 
passport obtained with the cooperation of his colleague, 
Hiroshi Sensui, 50. 

He carried a passport stolen by a company employe in 


Kyoto when arrested in Tokyo last November, the secu- 
rity officials said. 
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They said the Red Anuy apparently is in need of 
passports issued in the name of Japanese as it expanded 
the scope of activities overseas. 


Leftists Suspected of Artiairport Attack 
OW250955 Tokyo KYODO in English 0627 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Chiba, April 25 KYODO—A wagon was totally 
burned and two passenger cars were partially destroyed 
at a parking lot of a security firm in Kimitsu, Chiba 
Prefecture, Monday, in an apparent guerrilla attack 
police said. 


Police suspect that radical leftists had set a time bomb at 
the [parking lot] of the Kimitsu office of the Tokyo-based 
Zennikkei Co. to protest second-phase construction of 
the new Tokyo International Airport at Narita. 


They said the company had been engaged in a security 
service at airport. 


Fifth Month of Economic Expansion Reported 
oy y Tokyo KYODO in English 0211 GMT 
Apr 


[Text] Tokyo, April 22 KYODO—The Japanese econ- 

omy is going through an expansionary phase and there is 

no reason for concern about inflation or other adverse 

one © present, a monthly government report said 
riday. 


The Economic Planning Agency said in an economic 
report for April that personal spending and private 
capital investment are expanding on their own, resulting 
in firm domestic demznd. 


This is the fiith consecutive month in which the EPA has 
declared the nation’s economy is on an expansionary 
phase. 


The report said household spending increased a robust 
5.8 percent in real terms in February and department 
store sales in February also jumped 8.8 percent. 


Private capital investments, particularly in .he manufac- 
turing sector, have experienced an upward trend, it said. 


Corporate pe:formance has continued to improve, the 
report said, and housing construction remains high. 


The nation’s current-account surplus is tending to 
shrink, though sic-wly, with imports increasing and 
exports expanding sluggishly, it added. 
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Mongolia 


Foreign Ministry Declaration on Geneva Accord 
OW 210835 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1417 GMT 36 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 16 Apr (MONTSAME)—Following 
is the full text of the [date indistinct] declaration of the 
MPR Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The indirect Pakistani-Afghan talks on political normal- 
»f the situation around Afghanistan ended suc- 
« in Geneva with the signing of the relevant 
docvncnts. These documents envisage, in particular, 
~blis ations of the sides, including the guarantors, of 

asi ference, repudiation of intervention, creation of 
a savorable situation for the voluntary return of refugees, 
and strict observance of the agreements concluded. 


The documents provic« » solic: international legal foun- 
dation for a peaceful s— ‘ut .on of the Afghan problem and 
pave the way for the elimination of one of the hotbeds of 
tension, which (?used to) cause the serious concern of the 
Asian and world public, and for the achievement of a 
gener . national accord in Afgharistan. 


The MPR Government sees the signing of the Geneva 
agreement as an event of great significance for strengiin- 
ening peace and security in Asia and the whole world, 
and for (?strengthening) the atmosphere of confidence 
between the East and -West. 


The Geneva agreements became possible due to the 


and the Soviet Union. They are the victory of the new 
politicai thinking and an example of the fact that there is 
no problem which cannot be solved by peaceful meaas, 
provided that there is political will and a realistic attitude. 


The constructive mediating efforts by the UN secretary 
general and his personal envoy in <alving the Afghan 
problem attest to the increasing role and great potential 
of the United Nations in the cause of resolving regional 
conflicts and strengthening universal peace and security. 


Implementation of the Geneva agreements may lead to 
the establishment of the necessary mechanism to elimi- 
nate the use of force in relations between states of the 
Asia-Pacific region. 


In this connection, the MPR attaches significance 
to the persistent appeals made by the and United 
States calling on ail states to absiain from interfering and 
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intervening in the internal affairs of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan and to respect the obligations contained in the 
bilateral agreement on the principles of relations among 
these states. 


The MPR Government and the Mongolian people wish 
the Afghan people and their leaders success in imple- 
menting the policy of national reconciliation and 
strengthening their country as an independent, non- 
aligned, and neutral state, progressing along the path of 
peace and progress. 


Ceaucescu Ulaanbaatar 21 April 
OW221035 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1330 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 21 Apr (MONTSAME)—Nicolae 
Ceaucescu, general secretary of the Romanian Commu- 
nist Party and president of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania, and his spouse, Elena Ceaucescu, have 
departed here for home. Comrade Nicolae Ceaucescu 
made an official and friendly visit to the MPR at the 
invitation of Jambyn Batmonh, general secreatary of the 
MPRP Central Committee and chairman of the MPR 
People’s Great Hural Presidium. 


An honor guard was formed, the national anthems of the 
two countries were played, and artillery salvoes sounded 
to honor the esteemed visitor at Bayan Uhaa Airport. 
Nicolae Ceaucescu and his spouse were seen off by 
Comrade Jambyn Batmonh and his spouse; Comrades 
D. Sodnom, D. Molomjamts, P. Damdin; C. Suren, 
MPR deputy prime minister, T. Gotob, secretary of the 
MPR People’s Great Hural Presidium; heads of MPR 
ministries and departments, other officials, and repre- 
sentatives of the working people of the capital, as well as 
N. Hurbean, Romanian ambassador to the MPR, diplo- 
matic workers of the Romanian Embassy, representa- 
tives of Romanian specialists working in the MPR, and 
heads of diplomatic missions accredited to the MPR. 


Ulaanbaatar Water Problems Outlined 
OW210855 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1350 GMT 18 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 18 Apr (MONTSAME)—Very often 
these spring days water does not even drip from the taps 
in Ulaanbaatar homes. We have but ourselves to blame 
for this. For dozens of years lumbering has been going on 
in the upper reaches of the Tuul River. As a result, this 
river carries 30 percent less water than it did in the past. 
Yet the wells from which drinking water is pumped are 
located on the very banks of the Tuul River and need its 
water. The sharp decrease in the river's water flow leads 
toa _ of the ground water level during the spring 
months. 


However, even at the dawn of people's power a docu- 
ment was released warning about the extremely fragile 
balance of Mongolia’s natural environment due to its 
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severe continental climate. In subsequent years the gen- 
uinely national regard for nature was replaced by depart- 
mental interests at the crux of which lay the plan. The 
lumber cut in the upper reaches of the Tuul River was 
rafted downstream. Oldtimers say that the level of water 
in the river fell in only 6-7 years and it became impos- 
sible to raft the timber. For some time this was not felt, 
until large residential microdistricts began to grow in 
Ulaanbaatar, where the constant availability of hot and 
cold water must be an important part of the amenities in 
modern homes. 


Reliabie sources report that the problem of economizing 
water for domestic and production needs of the capital is 
acute. In the past 2 years 62.3 million tugriks in capital 
investments was allocated to meet the growing need for 
water. It is envisaged to spend even more funds. 


Now [words gee and at last people are forced to 
understand the laws of ecology. Not without reason the 
new MPR Ministry for Natural Environmental Protec- 
tion considers restoration of forests in the upper reaches 
of the Tuul River to be a primary task. 


The shallowing process can also be observed in other 
major rivers and lakes of Mongolia. The entire gravity of 
this alarming symptom of ecological distress is now 
being increasingly understood. We must face nature so 
that [passage indistinct] does not begin [words indis- 
tinct] the country’s entire territory. As a matter of fact, 
the climatic situation in the country“s (?South) has been 
changing for the worse for many (?years) now. The term 
*Gobizaiiun“ exists and signifies the trend towards 
drought and advancing sands [words indistinct] in the 
water resources plan in Mongolia there is something to 
protect and to wisely utilize for the benefit of people. 
There are more than 3,800 large and small rivers and 
nearly twice as many springs and sources of underground 
water in Mongolia. Some 30,000 cubic kilometers of 
water falls on Mongolian territory annually, a consider- 
able part of which flows out of the country. 


Lubsangombo Nature Protection Month 
OW211005 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1414 GMT 15 Apr 88 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, 15 Apr (MONTSAME)—A meeting 
devoted to the inauguration of the 32d nature protection 
month was held today at the scientific and technical 
information center. 


Opening the meeting S. Lubsangombo, candidate mem- 
ber of the MPRP Central Committee Politburo, deputy 
chairman of the MPR Council of Ministers, and chair- 
man of the Council of the Mongolian Environmental 
Protection Association, noted that to creatively realize 
the tasks proposed by the MPRP Congress in the sphere 
of nature protection, nearly 2,200 organizations affili- 
ated with the association and more than 360,000 of its 
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members are achieving certain successes in the task of 
beautifying cities, planting trees, carrying out fire pre- 
vention and safety work, and preserving the pristine 
nature of the environment. 


In his report at the meeting, U. Mablet, MPR minister of 
natural environmental protection, stressed that the ques- 
tion of protecting nature and the environment is one of 
the most acute contemporary problems, attracting the 
lively attention of all countries. 


He went on to note the growing responsibility and 
obligation of state, cooperative, and public organizations 
and of every citizen in the cause of defending and 
protecting nature and augmenting natural resources, and 
in their rational and correct utilization, and dwelt in 
detail in particular on such problems as pollution of the 
atmosphere and water environment, the disappearance 
of rare animals, and wasteful utilization of natural 
resources and minerals. 


North Korea 


South ‘P Provocation’ in DMZ 
SK222257 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1523 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[“Pool”’ item} 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA)—The South Kovean 
side perpetrated a grave military provocation by firing 
artillery shells at a post of our side in Kukhwa-ri, 
Changpung County, Kaesong Municipality, in the west- 
ern sector of the front at about 19:10 April 21. 


The safety of civil policemen of our side on routine duty 
was seriously threatened and facilities of the post 
destroyed. 


It was entirely due to the patience of our side that the 
incident did not expand into an armed conflict between 
the two sides. 


On April 17, the South Korean side deliberately started 
a fire in the Demilitarized Zone south of Pyonggang in 
the central sector of the front, takin, advantage of a 
southwest wind, burning over | ,200 hectares of forests in 
the area of our side. The bombardment of the South 
Korean side against our side is a premeditated military 
provocation aimed at finding an excuse for suppression 
of the South Korean people’s anti-U.S. struggle for 
independence and anti-fascist struggle for democracy on 
the threshold of the “National Assembly elections” in 
South Korea while deliberately aggravating the situation 
on the Korean peninsula and leading it to a military 
conflict between the North and the South. 


The South Korean side must immediately discontinue 
all military provocations against our side. 
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‘Provocative Acts’ Assailed 
SK230504 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0442 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today comes out with a signed commentary which 
assails a grave military provocation of the South Korean 
puppets who fired artillery shells at a post of our side in 
Kukhwa-ri, Changpung County, Kaesong Municipality, 
in the western sector of the front on April 21. 


Facilities of the post were destroyed and the safety of 
members of our civil police who were on routine duty 
was seriously threatened by such reckless gun-firing. 


Earlier, on April 17, they intentionally started a fire in 
the Demilitarized Zone south of Pyonggang in the cen- 
tral sector of the front. This fire-attack operation 
resulted in burning more than 1,200 hectares of forests 
on our side. 


The commentary brands the gun-firing and fire-attack 
they committed against us on the military demarcation 
line as deliberate provocative acts of the war-thirsty 
elements aimed at pushing the situation on the Korean 
peninsula to an extreme pitch of strain and to an arms 
conflict. 


It says: 


The successive provocations of the puppets on the mili- 
tary demarcation line are premeditated acts to find a 
pretext for lighting the train of war. 


It is entirely thanks to our peaceloving stand and patient 
efforts that the developments on the Korean peninsula 
have not extended to an allout arms conflict despite ever 
more frequent grave military provocations of the enemy. 


Paper Denounces No Tae-u News Conference 
SK240934 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0834 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)—The traitor No 
Tae-u held a press conference on April 21 in an attempt 
to give semblance of ‘“‘Democratic Government” to the 
military government with flowery words, excuse their 
crimes and shirk responsibility for them. 


This is denounced by NODONG SINMUN today in a 
signed commentary titled “Shaineless Deception, Das- 
tardly Evasion of Responsibility ’. 


The paper says: 


The press conference called hastily by No Tae-u the 
puppet without anything new and particular occasion 
was a deceptive drama io reverse the trend of the times 
which tightens their windpipe with the puppet National 
Assembly elections at hand. 
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Beautifying himself as the “president elected by the 
people”, that day the traitor No Tae-u shamelessly 
described his “regime” as an “orthodox government,” 
not the extension of the military government. 


The traitor No was bent on finding a loophole, not 
answering questions raised by reporters on the irregular- 
ities of the “New Village Movement Headquarters,” the 
settlement of the Kwangju incident, the prevention of 
the fraudulent elections, measures for fair elections, 
measures to prevent the price hike and other questions. 


What is all the graver is that the traitor resorted to 
hocus-pocus in answering the dialogue and the reunifi- 
Cation! question, the greatest concern of the nation, 
while announcing “his opinion on politics”. 


Babbling that a “period of the full-dress preparation for 
reunification” would be offered within his “term”, the 
puppet did not utter a word about our proposal for the 
convocation of a North-South joint conference approved 
by the whole nation. 


While crying about dialogue and reunification, he failed 
> advance any proposal for the dialogue and the reuni- 
ication. 


This shows that the traitor’s talk about “dialogue” was a 
lie and he has no intention to reunify the country. 


At the press conference that day the traitor No Tae-u 
incited a fever of confrontation, crying about someone’s 
“reunification line by armed forces” and the like. His 
utterances about the Olympiad and “diplomacy toward 
northern countries” were nothing but a jargon to create 
a climate for the “two Koreas” plot. His argument for 
reunification was a whopping lie, wholly useless. 


With no crafty scheme, can the No Tae-u group escape 
the people’s hatred and grievances. He is bound to be 
overthrown. 


Daily Terms Students’ Struggle ‘Righteous’ 
SK2504053188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0522 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 25 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today in a signed commentary says: 


The South Korean students and people are waging a 
fierce struggle against the No Tae-u group and the 
“Democratic Justice Party” (DJP) on the eve of the 
puppet National Assembly elections. Theirs are a righ- 
teous and just patriotic struggle to finish off the military 
dictatorship. 


Recalling that students and peopie in all parts of South 
Korea including Seoul, Kyonggi Province and Kwangju 
attacked branch offices of the “DJP” and “election 
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offices” of “DJP” candidates, turning the canvassing 
grounds of the “DJP” into theatres of anti-dictatorial 


struggle, the paper continues: 


This is an eruption of the bitter hatred and wrath of the 
South Korean people against the No Tae-u group, a 
group of military gangsters, and the “DJP”, and an 
expression of their determined will not to leave them 
alone. 


As for the “DJP”, it is a group of military fascist 
gangsters who have prolonged the military rule after 
blocking with bayonets the road of democratic develop- 
ment desired by the people, serving the traitor No Tae-u 
as his tool. 


The “DJP” gangsters are chieftains of irregularities who 
make fortunes at the sacrifice of the people. 


The traitor No Tae-u intends to intensify the murderous, 
torturous and traitorous rule by filling an overwhelming 
majority of the seats of the “13th National Assembly” 
with “DJP” members faithful to him. 


The anti-“DJP” struggle of the South Korean people is a 
just patriotic struggle motivated by the lesson that, with 
the “DJP” left alone, there can be no solution to the 
problem of terminating the military dictatorship and 
achieving a democratic rule and democratization or to 
the problem of defending their existence. 


Students and opposition organisations declared that they 

would turn the upcoming “elections” into a “battlefield 

between people and military dictatorship,” for defeating 
the dictatorial “DJP”. This is a manifestation of the 
— will of the South Korean people to fight to a 
inish. 


It is an unchallengeable desire of the South Korean 
people to overthrow the military dictatorship and 
achieve a democratic rule, stresses the paper. 


Paper Commemorates April Popular Uprising 
SK231127 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2222 GMT 18 Apr 1988 


[NODONG SINMUN 19 April editorial: “Let Us 
Bravely Launch Into the Just Patriotic Struggle for 
Independence, Democracy, and Reunification”) 


[Text] Today marks the 28th anniversary of the South 
Korean people’s heroic April uprising. The Apri! popular 
uprising was an explosion of the grudge and indignation 
of the South Korean people long accumulated under the 
colonial rule of the U.S. imperialists and their stooges, 
and it was a mass anti-U.S. resistance struggle for 
national salvation participated in by the broad masses of 
millions of people all over South Korea. The South 
Korean people, who launched into resistance using the 
struggle of the people of Masan against the 15 March 
election fraud of the Syngman Rhee puppet clique, 
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waged a daring struggle in the face of the savage suppres- 
sion of the U.S. imperialists and their stooges and finally 
Overthzew the arch-traitor Syngman Rhee puppet gov- 
ernment. This was the first victory the South Korean 
people attained in the anti-U.S. struggle for national 
salvation after the war. 


The April popular uprising demonstrated the South 
Korean people’s heroic spirit and showed that if the 
popular masses join their strength and launch into a 
struggle against oppressors, they can destroy any strong- 
hold of the enemy. 


However, none of the aspirations and yearnings of the 
brave fighters of the 19 April uprising for new politics, a 
new system, and a new life have been realized because of 
the U.S. imperialist aggressors. The fruit of the 19 April 
uprising that the South Korean people won with blood 
was taken away by another group of stooges of the U.S. 
imperialists, and they have had continuously forced 
upon them the gruesome fate of fascist colonial slaves. 


The April popular uprising taught the serious lesson that 
for the South Korean people to realize their aspirations 
for freedom and democracy, they must wage the anti- 
fascist struggle for democratization thoroughly to the 
end in close combination with the anti-U.S. struggle for 
independence. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The 
U.S. imperialists have occupied half of the land of our 
country and, interfering in its internal affawrs, they are 
trampling upon the sovereignty of our nation. Putting 
forward a two-Koreas policy, they are obstructing reuni- 
fication of our country. 


It is the invariable ambition of the U.S. imperialists to 
continuously hold onto South Korea as a colonial and 
military base and wage aggression against all of Korea 
and other socialist countries using Korea as a stepping 
stone. Prompted by this criminal purpose, the US. 
imperialists are making a desperate attempt not to part 
with South Korea, and whenever their colonial rule has 
been in crisis because the people’s anti-U.S. and antidic- 
tatorship struggle was intensified, they escaped the crisis 
in their rule by putting in place new stooges, fabricating 
more vicious military fascist regimes, and supporting 
them with force. 


When the U.S. imperialists found their colonial rule 
facing an uncontrollable crisis because of the South 
Korean people’s June resistance last year, they staged the 
farce of replacing their stooges and prolonged the pro- 
U.S. military dictatorial regime by placing traitor No 
Tae-u in power. They are now engaged in behind-the- 
scenes manipulation to make even the puppet National 
Assembly a DJP-monopolized fascist National Assembly 
by holding the forthcoming puppet National Assembly 
elections, again amid suppression and fraud. 
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The U.S. imperialists are not only ruthlessly trampling 
upon the South Korean people's national dignity, sover- 
eignty, and elementary democratic rights using fascist 
guns and bayonets, but are also accelerating new war 
provocation maneuvers. The present rulers of the United 
States having openly proclaimed the Korean peninsula 
to be the forefront of U.S. strategy and a test site for 
confrontation of strength, and openly raving that a 
second Korean war will be a nuclear war, are continu- 
ously building up nuclear forces in South Korea. 


The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise the U.S.im- 
perialists and the No Tae-u ring are conducting, mobi- 
lizing a vast force of approximately 200,000 men, is in 
fact a test nuclear war exercise designed for attacking our 
Republic and other socialist countries, rather than a 
mere military exercise. 


Babbling about someone else’s nonexistent threat of 
southward invasion and maneuvers for obstructing the 
Olympics, the U.S. imperialists and the traitorous No 
Tae-u ring are engaged in vicious anticommunist com- 
motions, and under the pretext of safely hosting the 
Olympics, they are continuously bringing aggressive 
armed forces into South Korea and surrounding areas. 


Because of the reckless war maneuvers of the U.S. 
imperialists and their stooges, the Korean peninsula is 
amid a dangerous situation in which war could break out 
at any time. Opinion at home and abroad is focused on 
the possibility that the U.S. imperialists will bring more 
aggressive armed forces into South Korea, taking advan- 
tage of the Olympics, to inspire confrontation with us, 
that they will attempt to start an all-out nuclear war by 
making some excuse. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique 
are building up even graver barriers along the road to the 
reunification of the country, a yearning cherished by the 
entire nation. As acknowledged by the entire world, our 
party and the government of the Republic have put 
forward the most accurate line and policy for peace and 
the peaceful reunification of the country and have been 
making every sincere effort for their realization. 


Prompted by an ardent desire to turn the situation in the 
country in favor of national reconciliation, unity, and 
peaceful reunification, we proposed this year, as well, 
convening a joint North-South joint conference and 
discussing and solving the urgent pending problems 
between the North and the South. The ardent desire for 
the reunification of the country is heightening among the 
South Korean people, and in particular, Seoul Univer- 
sity students have recently offered a patriotic initiative 
for holding North-South student talks. Despite this, the 
U.S. imperialists and the No Tae-u ring respond to our 
repeated peace proposals and the South Korean people’s 
yearning for reunification with even more vicious anti- 
communist confrontation and war maneuvers, and are 
bent on maneuvers to legitimatize two Koreas by means 
of UN entry and cross-recognition. As the facts show, the 
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U.S. imperialists are trampling upon the South Korean 
people’s demands for independence by further acceler- 
ating the colonial subjugation policy, have suffocated 
aspirations for democratic development by prolonging 
the military government, and are blocking aspirations 
for reunification with anticommunist confrontation and 
the firing of guns in war exercises of northward invasion. 


Democratization is impossible in South Korea without a 
struggle to liquidate the U.S. imperialists’ colonial rule. 
This has been proven by the 40-year struggle of the South 
Korean people, and it is the historical lesson learned 
from the 19 April popular uprising, the Kwangju popular 
resistance, and the June popular resistance. 


The South Korean students and people have now put 
forward the slogans “Let us expel the U.S. forces block- 
ing the reunification of the country,” and “Let us expel 
the U.S. imperialists and accelerate reunification of the 
country,” and are waging a daring struggle, attacking the 
institutions of the U.S. imperialists’ colonial rule and 
Opposing their maneuvers to bring in nuclear weapons, 
mercenary training, and maneuvers for war of northward 
invasion. The South Korean people’s anti-U.S. struggle 
for independence is the starting point of mass struggle 
for new politics, a new system, and a new life, and a 
shortcut to independence, democracy, and reunification. 


The South Korean people of all walks of life should raise 
further aloft the anti-U.S. banner for national salvation 
they have already held up, wage a continuous and 
vigorous struggle to force the U.S. imperialists’ aggressor 
forces out of South Korea and liquidate their colonial 
rule, and destroy the maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists 
and their stooges for arms buildup and their war exercise 
commotions. 


To bring an end to the U.S. imperialists’ colonial rule in 
South Korea, the military fascist rule of the No Tae-u 
ring, their stooges, should be terminated. The South 
Korean people should unite and rise to wage an even 
more daring struggle to overthrow the No Tae-u military 
fascist regime and build a civilian government. 


The reunification of the country is the supreme national 
task that can no longer be put off. All the people in the 
North and the South and the compatriots overseas 
should resolutely crush the two-Koreas plot of the splitt- 
ists at home and abroad and launch into the patriotic 
and nation-loving plaza for national reconciliation, uni- 
ty, and the peaceful reunification of the country. 


The prevailing situation demands that our people 
heighten vigilance against the adventurous new war 
provocation maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists and their 
stooges and work and live with alertness and in a 
militant manner. 
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Upholding the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song and 
following the wise leadership of the glorious party center, 
our people will certainly realize the complete victory of 
socialism and the historic task of reunifying the country. 


Daily Denounces U.S. Action in Persian Gulf 
SK231026 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1019 GMT 23 Apr 88 


(Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)—The United States 
attacked Iran by mobilising their military forces which 
were illegally sent to the Gulf area. This is a base piracy 
and brigandish act of aggression. This is also a high- 
handed encroachment upon the sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of an independent state and wanton viola- 
tion of the publicly accepted usage of international law. 
NODONG SINMUN today says this in a signed com- 
mentary. 


The U.S. imperialists’ barbaric act of aggression is a 
challenge to the Gulf people and the world peace-loving 
people who desire to see the stabilization of the situation 
in this area, the article notes, and continues: 


The U.S. ruling quarters and their servants claim that the 
attack on oil terminals of Iran was a “retaliation” and 
“lawful exercise of self-defence power.” This is a foolish 
sophism to justify their criminal act. 


The commentary goes on: 


The Korean people sternly denounce the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ brigandish act of aggression against Iran. 


Such brigandish acts as freely attacking structures of Iran 
can never be tolerated. The United States must immedi- 
ately get out of the Gulf area, taking along their aggres- 
sive forces, and stop interference there. 


Daily Hails Signing of Afghanistan Accord 
SK230514 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0446 GMT 23 Apr 88 


{Text} Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN here today in a signed commentary hails the 
political settlement of the long-drawn disputes surround- 
ing Afghanistan which has been made possible by signing 
of an agreement between the parties concerned. 


The signing of the agreement is an important success 
made in solving regional disputes by peaceful means 
through negotiations, the paper says, and continues: 


The Korean people welcome the peaceful settlement of 
the disputes over Afghanistan by joint efforts of the 
parties concerned. 


With the agreement signed, what remains to be done is 
for all parties concerned to strictly abide by and imple- 
ment the agreement. 
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The Soviet Union has stated time and again that it will 
carry out the withdrawal of its troops as stipulated in the 
agreement and invariably maintain its friendly end 
cooperative relations with Afghanistan. 


The United States, however, does not bother to conceal 
its intention to continue to interfere in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan, while saying it will observe the 
agreement. 


The domestic affairs of Afghanistan must be resolved by 
her people themselves, the masters, in conformity with 
their will and interests. 


Hwang Chang-yop Meets Tanzanian Delegation 
SK221316 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1044 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA)—Talks were held 
here today between delegations of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea and the Revolutionary Party of Tanzania [RPT]. 


Present at the talks on our side were Hwang Chang-yop, 
secretary of the WPK Central Committee, Kil Chae- 
kyong, vice-director of a department of the WPK Central 
Committee, and other officials concerned and on the 
opposite side were the members of the delegation headed 
by Ngombale Mwiru, member of the Central Committee 
of the National Executive Committee of the RPT and 
secretary of the RPT National Executive Committee. 


The two sides discussed the question of further develop- 
ing friendly relations between the two parties and a series 
of matters of common concern. 


Kim Meets Swiss Worker 
SK240945 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0856 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea, met the visiting 
delegation of the Workers’ Party of Switzerland headed 
by its general secretary Comrade Jean Spielmann. 


Present on the occasion were Hwang Chang-yop, secretary 
of the WPK Central Committee, Kim Yong-sun, first 
vice-director of a department of the WPK Central Com- 
mittee, and Chon Yon-ok, vice-chairman of the Committee 
for Cultural Relations With Foreign Countries. 


Comrade Kim Il-song conversed with the guests in a 
comradely and friendly atmosphere. 


He was presented with a gift by Comrade Jean Spielman. 
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Hosts Luncheon 
SK240948 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0858 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim Il- 
song, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, today gave a luncheon for the 
delegation of the Workers’ Party of Switzerland headed by 
its general secretary Comrade Jean Spielmann. 


Present on the occasion were Hwang Chang-yop, secretary 
of the WPK Central Committee, Kim Yong-sun, first 
vice-director of a department of the WPK Central Com- 
mittee, and Chon Yon-ok, vice-chairman of the Committee 
for Cultural Relations With Foreign Countries. 


The luncheon proceeded in an amicable atmosphere. 
Kim Il-song’s Birthday Marked Abroad 


Socialist Countries Celebrate 
SK240809 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0758 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)—The birthday of 
the great leader President Kim Il-song was celebrated in 
socialist countries. 


A film show was held at the Dubna Combined Institute 
of Nuclear Researches of the Soviet Union. 


Korean documentary films including ‘““Goodwill Visit to 
the Soviet Union of the Great Leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song” were screened at the film show. 


Articles were published by Cuban papers including 
GRANMA and congratulatory programmes were aired 
by La Radio Havana Cuba over April 14-15. 


Noting that today Korea has become a model in the 
world, a living paragon, under the correct leadership of 
President Kim Il-song, the radio expressed best wishes 
for good health and long life to President Kim Ii-song, 
the great leader of the Korean people, on his birthday. 


“The Sth April Spring Friendship Art Festival” and 
other Korean films showed in Havana under the cospon- 
sorship of the Cuban Committee for Supporting Korea’s 
Reunification and the Cuban Association for Friendship 


Among the People. 


Juan Jose Leon, chairman of the Cuban Committee for 
Supporting Korea’s Reunification, said in his speech that 
the exploits performed by the great leader President Kim 
Il-song in the protracted and brilliant course of revolu- 
tionary struggle and the history of his devoted service for 
the people would shine forever all over the world. 


Today the Cuban people are determined to consolidate 
and develop the friendly relations between the two 
countries established by Comrade Fidel Castro and 
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Comrade Kim il-song and fight in continuous support of 
the cause of Korean reunification, he added. A meeting 
was held at Dresden No. | High School in the German 
Democratic Republic to adopt a message of greetings to 
President Kim Il-song. 


The principal of the school noted that meetings for 
adopting messages of greetings had been held tradition- 
ally at this school which has the honour of having a 
pioneers’ corps named after Comrade Kim Il-song, the 
great leader of the Korean people. This is not only 
conducive to the development of the brotherly relations 
of friendship between the two peoples but also of great 
significance in the education of youth and children by 
helping the members of the pioneers’ corps and other 
pupils learn from respected Comrade Kim il-song, a 
distinguished leader of the world revolution and a great 
revolutionary. 


“The West Sea Barrage Built Across the Rough Sea” and 
other Korean films were screened at the General Con- 
struction Bureau of Erpurt County of the GDR. 


Leaders Send Greetings 
SK2504050088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0450 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 25 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, received messages of 
greetings from foreign party and state leaders on the 
occasion of his birthday. 


They were sent by J.R. Jayewardene, president of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, Muham- 
mad Husni Mubarak, president of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt, ‘Ali Salim Albiydh, secretary general of the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Yemen Socialist Party, and Hay- 
dar Abu Bakr al-‘Attas, chairman of the Presidium of the 
People’s Supreme Council of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president, 
commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces and general 
secretary of the General People’s Congress of the Yemen 
Arab Republic, Lansana Conte, president of the Military 
Committee of National Redressment, president and 
head of state of the Republic of Guinea, Q.K.J. Masire, 
president of the Republic of Botswana, Mohammad 
Ziaul Haq, president of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
H. Kamuzu Banda, president of the Republic of Malawi, 
and Aneerood Jugnauth, prime minister of Mauritius. 


The messages warmly congratulated President Kim II- 
gong on his birthday and wholeheartedly wished him 
good health and long life. 
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Irish Party Celebrates 
SK2504050188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0454 GMT 25 Apr 88 


{Text} Pyongyang April 25 (KCNaA)—The Irish Workers’ 
Party [IWP] on April 19 arranged a party on the occasion 
of the birthday of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song. 


President of the [Wr Proinsias de Rossa said in his 
speech: 


Comrade Kim II-song is the great revolutionary who has 
devoted his whole life to the revolutionary struggle. 


He has wisely led the Korean revolution straight along 
the road of victory all the time to build a socialist 
powerful state in Korea as it is today. 


We highly estimate the feats performed by Comrade 
Kim Il-song in leading the revolutionary struggle and the 
construction work. 


That day president of the [TWP Proinsias de Rossa 
handed to the head of the visiting delegation of the 
workers’ party of Korea a gift of the IWP to Comrade 
Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea. 


Daily on Might, Invincibility of KPA 
SK2504054088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0529 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 25 (KCNA)}—NODONG SINMUN 
Monday dedicates an editorial entitled “The KPA Is Invin- 
cible Revolutionary Army United With One Idea Around 
the Party and the Leader” to the 56th anniversary of the 
founding of the heroic Korean People’s Army (KPA). 


The editorial says: 


Our revolutionary armed forces have traversed a course 
of victory and glory and performed imperishable feats in 
defending and promoting the cause of chuche for more 
than half a century since the proclamation of their 
birthday. 


Our People’s Army today is an invincible revolutionary 
army united in one mind around the party and the leader 
and an invincible army equipped with modern military 
hardware. 


Our revolutionary Army is mighty and invincible in that 
the KPA is boundlessly loyal to the party and the leader, 
and the party, the army and the people are united by 
kindred ties. 


Our People’s Army and the people are united as one on 
the road of upholding the cause of the party. 
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It is for this ideological unity that the Army and the 
people are in unbreakable kindred relationship, love and 
help cach other and display their boundless loyalty on 
the road of upholding the cause of the party, closely 
rallied around the party and the leader. 


The integral whole of the party, the Army and the people 
firmly guarantees the unity of the whole party, whole 
Army and entire people in ideology and action in Korea. 


This unity is the most valuabie of the gains which cannot 
be changed for anything, and the source of the invinci- 
bility of our Army. 


It is entirely because our People’s Army has a great 
leader that it has grown up to be an invincible revolu- 
tionary army. 


Our People’s Army has strengthtned to be an invincible 
steel strong detachment as it has advanced under the 
wise guidance of the respected leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, the founder and supreme commancer of our 
revolutionary armed forces. 


A new change is being brought about in the building of 
our revolutionary army thanks to the leadership of our 
party which is brilliantly putting into effect the chuche- 
oriented idea of army building. 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il has energetically led the 
building of the revolutionary armed forces as a whole, 
concentrating on the constant strengthening and devel- 
opment of our army as the army of the leader, the Army 
of the people. This made the future of the army all the 
more bright. 


Since the great leader is at the head of the revolutionary 
armed forces, our People’s Army is firmly defending the 
security of the country and the revolutionary cause, 
always full of confidence in victory and revolutionary 
optimism. 


Our People’s Army, which is carrying out the orders and 
instructions of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il through 
thick and thin along the road indicated by the respected 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song, is firmly convinced that it 
will demonstrate its honor as an invincible revolutionary 
army as ever. 


The officers and men of the People’s Army should have 
a high pride and honor in having the great leader in the 
van and having achieved a peerless unity of the party, the 
Army and the people in one mind and more firmly 
safeguard this unity as the situation is getting strained. 
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Newspaper Lauds ‘Socialist Labor Law’ 
SK221320 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1029 GMT 22 Apr 88 


(“Most Superior Popular and Revolutionary Labour 
Charter”—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang April 22 (KCNA)}—Ten years have 
passed since the great leader President Kim Il-song 
promulgated the “socialist labour law of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea” on April 18, 1978. 


NODONG SINMUN today dedicates an article to this 
anniversary, which says in part: 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said: 


**... the labour law adopted this time is a socialist one to 
provide the working people completely liberated from 
exploitation and oppression with an independent and 
creative labour”. 


The new socialist labour law provided by the great leader 
is a historical code which legally fixes successes made by 
the Korean people in labour life and an outstanding 
labour charter which fully integrates the essential supe- 
riority and principled demands of socialistic labour. 


The socialist labour law is a new type one which attaches 
importance thoroughly to man, the masses of working 
people, fully applying the immortal chuche idea in the 
field of labour. 


Clearly expounded in the law are all the rights and duties 
of the masses of working people, the master of labour, so 
that they can enhance their position and role to the 
maximum. The law also comprehensively provides for 
by law specific conditions and ways to guarantee them in 
practice. 


The socialist labour law is a revolutionary labour pro- 
gramme which makes it possible to bring about a new 
victory in our revolution and powerfully accelerate the 
revolutionary cause of chuche. 


The socialist labour law provided by the great leader is a 
textbook of communistic education to educate all the 
working people to love labour and honestly participate in 
it and the rule of action to be strictly abided by in the 
common labour for society and community. 


For its originality and validity, the socialist labour law 
provided by the great leader has demonstrated its invin- 
cible might and inexhaustible vitality in the labour life of 
our people over the past 10 years. 


Above all, the struggle to observe the socialist labour law 
has been powerfully waged in this period under the 
leadership of the party and the leader, with the result that 
the trait of communistic labour has been further estab- 
lished among the working people. 
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The communistic and collectivist spirit of “one for all and 
all for one” pervades the whole society. This is a priceless 
fruition and praiseworthy success of the correct policy of 
our party on educating all people in the spirit of loving 
labour and possessing the trait of communistic life. 


The vitality of the socialist labour law finds expression in 
that the essential differences in labour diminish and 
great changes take place in the workers’ conditions and 
life, the article stresses. 


Praise of ‘Tested Leadership’ of Party, Leader 
SK240837 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0820 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 24 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today dedicates a signed article entitled “The 
Tested Leadership of the Party and the Leader Is the 
Source of the Invincible Might of Our People’s Army” to 
the 56th anniversary of the founding of the Korean 


People’s Army. 
The article reads in part: 


The Korean People’s Army is an unrivalled army which 
was founded by the respected leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, the legendary hero and ever-victorious iron- 
willed brilliant commander, and grew strong under the 
leadership of our party. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“Our People’s Army is the army of the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, the army of the party. 


“The People’s Ariny is revolutionary armed forces 
whose first ranks the leader personally founded in the 
period when he was paving the path of the Korean 
revolution and which he has built up in the course of his 
protracted revolutionary struggle.” 


The KPA is a dignified and proud army which holds in 
high esteem as the leader of the revolution and supreme 
commander respected Comrade Kim Il-song, the great 
thinker and theoretician who founded the immortal 
chuche idea, the great politician who is leading the cause 
of socialism and communism in our era to a shining 
victory, and which advances under the guidance of the 


glorious party centre. 


The proud history of the growth and strengthening of our 
revolutionary armed forces is shining as a history of the 
energetic leadership of the respected leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song, as a history of the outstanding leadership of 
the peerless, great, brilliant commander. 
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The might of our People’s Army has further increased 
thanks to the energetic guidance of our party which is 
successfully carrying into practice the great lcader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song’s chuche-based ideas of building the 
army. 


Our party is a tested organizer and great leader in the 
building of revolutionary armed forces. 


What occupies an important place in the leadership of 
our party in strengthening and developing our people’s 
army into invincible ranks is, above all, that it put forth 
a policy of modelling the whole army on the chuche idea 
and is wisely directing the struggle to carry it into effect. 


““Let us model the whole Army on the chuche idea !.” 
This is an important slogan and a general task of the 
Peopie’s Army set by our party. 


Hence, our party is subordinating all the affairs of 
building the army strictly to the sacred cause of model- 
ling the whole Army on the chuche idea and is success- 
fully solving problems of principle arising therefrom 
including the work of firmly establishing the party's 
monolithic ideological system within the Army. 


Today our People’s Army is fully prepared both politi- 
cally and ideologically and in military technique. All the 
soldiers are firmly equipped with the chuche idea, the 
revolutionary idea of our party, and determined to fight 
it out for the victory of the revolutionary cause of chuche 
under the guidance of the party. Also the entire People’s 
Army officers and men are well versed in sophisticated 
weapons and combat technical equipment, possessed of 
chuche-based tactics suited to the specific conditions of 
our country and rich combat experience and prepared to 
under.ake the duties of a higher rank and upwards. 


The seasoned leadership of our party in strengthening 
and developing the KPA into invincible armed forces 
finds its striking manifestation in constantly developing 
in depth ideological education among the soldiers, the 
work of arming them with the revolutionary traditions of 
the anti-Japanese struggle in particular, the article says, 
and stresses: 


Now our People’s Army soldiers are firmly defending the 
party and the leader politically and i ically and 
with their lives under the slogan “Let us fight at the 
sacrifice of our lives for the great leader |,” following the 
example of loyalty of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
forerunners, and are safeguarding the unity and cohesion 
of our revolutionary ranks closec! behind the party and 
the leader like the apple of an eye. This is a precious 
fruition of the wise guidance of our party which directed 
much effort on education in the revolutionary traditions. 
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April Spring Freiendship Art Festitval Opens 


Yi Kun-mo Addres: es Meeting 
SK231201 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1000 GMT 7 Apr 88 


[Congratulatory speech by Yi Kun-mo, member of the 
WPK Central Committee Political Bureau and premier 
of the State Administration Council, at a ceremony to 
open the “April Spring Friendship Art Festival” in 
Pyongyang on 7 April—recorded] 


[Text] Esteemed heads of many foreign art troupes and 
artists,comrades, and friends: 


I am pleased that as our people significantly celebrate the 
birthday of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song as the 
greatest felicitous holiday of the nation, talented artists 
from the five continents gather together again in Pyong- 

yang and grandly hold the Sixth April Spring Friendship 
Art Art Festival I warmly welcome the artists and intimate 
friends from many countries who are participating in the 
festival. [applause] 


The April Spring Friendship Art Festival held every year 
in our country under the slogan reading “For indepen- 
dence, friendship, and peace” is a traditional interna- 
tional art festival of writers and artists of the world, who 
love justice and peace and treasure friendship and unity, 
and is a significant event of friendship. 


Because of its solid ideology and goal, the April Spring 
Friendship Art Festival has enjoyed unanimous support 
and welcome from all progressive people, literary men, 
and artists of the world. Also, it has displayed great 
vitality in stirring Lhe development of cultural relations 
among countries and nations, in facilitating the develop- 
ment of mankind's culture and art, and in encouraging 
the people's just struggle for freedom, peace, and social 
progress. 


We are very pleased that the April spring friendship art 
festival is developing each year on a scale and ai a 
higher level amid the deep concern active coopera- 
tion of government, literary, and art circles, and people 
of broad segments of many friendly countries. | am 
convinced that this festival will also bear good fruit in 
conformity with the expectations of our people and the 
people of the world. [applause] 


The participation of many noted artists of the literary 
and art circles and intimate friends of many countries in 
the April Spring Friendship Art Festival—aen expression 
of the deep trust and warm friendship of the world’s 
ple, writers, and artists—gives great pleasure and 
encouragement to us. 


This year is a significant year in which our people mark 
eas Sete Cheat ten ate DPRK, their 
glorious fatherland. Over the past 


years, the DPRK— 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


the lofty fruition of our people's protracted and arduous 
struggle under the leadership of the great leader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song—has been and developed 
into a di,nified, independent, self-reliant, and self-de- 
fending socialist country, overcoming all manner of 
ordeals in history. Also, a new era of prosperity has been 
unfolded in this land once dominated by backwardi\ess 
and poverty. 


Overflowing with endless national pride and confidence, 
our people are powerfully waging a labor struggle to make 
the 40th anniversary of the Republic shine as a grand 
festival of victors and are unanimously turning out in the 


ing a new historic turning point of 
nationa! reconciliation and unity this significant year. 


During the period of the festival, you will understand the 
just and rewarding struggle of our people, literary men, 
and artists, enjoying their warm and enthusiastic wel- 
come and wholehearted hospitality, and become better 
aware of our peace-loving and friendly country. 


Comrades and friends, the progressive and literary men 
and artists are forerunners who indicate the truth of life 
and the future road of struggle by truthfully and deeply 
portraying the rewarding struggle and beautiful life of 
independent men. The literary men and artists of our era 
shoulder the honorable duty of arming the people with 
advanced ideas by creating genuine literary and art 
works that give correct answers to pressing 
concerning man that are raised by the times, and of 
serving the just cause of the people by expressing lofty 
morals and beautiful emotions. 


It is important for the writers and artists of many 
countries around the world to strengthen friendship and 
unity and develop cooperation and exchange to fulfill 
their sacred mission and responsibility before the times 
and people. When literary men and artists activate 
mutual contacts and visits in pioneering the world of 
genuine art, share precious successes and experiences 
with each other, and are constantly enlarging the bonds 
of friendship, unity, and cooperation, they will be able to 
promote the development of national art, to further 
enrich the treasure chest of mankind's culture, and to 
powerfully arouse the popular masses into creating a new 
independent life. 


Our people, literary men, and artists treasure friendship 
and unity with the progressive people, writers, and 
artists of the world. Over the past 40 years, the DPRK 
Government has constantly developed relations of cul- 
tural exchange with many countries over the entire 
course of building and developing chuche-oriented cul- 
ture and art, and has actively contributed to enhancing 
friendship and unity between the progressive literary 
men and artists of the world. 


progressive 
people, literary men, and artists of the world. 


In conclusion, | wish the Sixth April Spring Friendship 
Art Festival success, hoping thzt you will spend joyous 
and beneficial time in good health while staying in our 
country and that you achieve grext advances in your 
future literary and art activities. [applause] 


Kim Il-song Sees Performance 
SK231225 Domestic Service in Korean 
2100 GMT 17 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song saw 
joint performances of foreign artists who are participat- 
ing in the sixth April Spring Friendship Art Festival. 
[passage omitted] 


The performances were enjoyed by Comrz..ie O Chin-u; 
Comrade Yi Kun-mo; Comrade Pak Song-chol; Com- 
rade Yi Chong-ok; Comrade Kim Yong-nam; Comrade 
Ho Tam; Comrade Kang Hui-won; Comrade Chong 
Chun-ki; Comrade Hwang Chang-yop; Choe Tok-sin, 
vice-chairman of the CPRF; members and candidate 
members of the party Central Committee in Pyongyang, 
responsible functionaries from party, government, and 
administrative and economic organs; responsible func- 
tionaries from public mrganizations; KPA general offic- 
ers; anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters; the bereaved 
family of martyred revolutionary fighters; responsible 
functionaries from the sectors of science, education, 
culture, art, public health, publishing, and the press; and 
working people in the city. 


The performances were also appreciated by members of 
the congratulatory group of Koreans in Japan headed by 
Pak Chae-no, vice-chairman of the Central Standing 
Committee of yon, now visiting the fatherland to 
celebrate 15 April, and members of various delegations 


and visiting groups of Chongnyon. [passage omitted] 
South Korea 


UNC Denies Accusations of North Korean 
SK230816 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0809 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 23 (YONHAP)—The United Nations 
Command (UNC) Saturday denied a North Korean 
claim that the South Korean military was involved in 
two separate incidents Thursday and Friday along the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) which divides South and 
North Korea. 
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The KOREA CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY, a North 
Korean organ, had charged that ‘ie South Korean mili- 
tary under the UNC opened firs on 2 Norih Korean 
guard post in the DMZ Thursday and started 2 fire on 
the northern part of the central front Friday. 


A UNC spokesman said in a staterisent that the North 
Korean report was totally groundless and fabricated, 
adding that a detailed \JNC investigzi:on of the men- 
tioned areas found no such incidents had occurred. 


Violence, Fraud Increases as Election Nears 


‘Muckrakings’ on Incline 
SK230223 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] With the ballot-castir., day only four days away, 
violence and muckrakings are gaining in intensity, scar- 
ring the campaign atmosphere for the parliamentary 
elections. 


Offices of candidates have been set ablaze in Seoul and 
other cities, it is reported, while 11 campaigners were 
arrested on charges of violent activities. 


A group of young men reportedly huried four petroleum 
bombs into the election canvass office of So Chong-hwa, 
a candidate of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, in 
Yongsan district in Seoul at about | a.m. yesterday. 


The early morning fire was brought under control, after 
burning the facilities and documents completely. 


A suspected bomb went off in the toilet at the govern- 
ment party's Chechon district office in Chungchongpuk- 
do at 6:40 p.m. Thursday. 


The explosion caused no human casualties. But it broke 
the window panes kin the toilet. 


A fire also broke out in the corridor of the office of Kim 
Hyon-qyu, a candidate of the opposition Reunification 
Democratic Party in Chung-gu, Taegu, at around 2:20 
a.m. yesterday. 


The fire was put out in about 10 minutes, burning a 
bundle of the RDP’s party propagannada dated Apr. !9. 


Police investigated the cause of the fire, suspecting that 
somebody might have set the fire deliberately. 


Police apprehended |1 people in connection with vio- 
lence yesterday alone in Yongam, Chongju and Andong, 
bringing the number of those arrsted to 17 since the 
electioneering officially began on Apr. 8. 
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Police arrested two members of the opposition Party for 
Peace and Democracy, four campaigners of the ruling 
DJP and a member of the Catholic Farmers Association, 
for having allegedly been involved in a free-for-all at 
thhte joint stumping rally at Chongup-gun, Chollanam- 
on Tuesday. 


Kim Chae-ok, 32, was booked without physical detention. 


Andong Police Station arrested Cho Hyon-myong, 25, 
and Chu Tae-kyon, 26, both volunteers for a government 
party candidate, for having allegedly beaten four mem- 
bers of the opposition RDP with iron pipes. 


Nam Chu-hon, 23, and Kim Song-mo, 32, both members 
of the RDP, were arrested also on charges of violence. 


Kim and Nam, according to the police, had confined the 
campaigners of the ruling DJP in their office and beaten 
them. 


The Andong Police Station, meantime, booked a young- 
ster only identified as Chong, 19, and six others on 
charges of violence. 


[Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English on 23 April 
on page 2 carries a similar article and here adds: 


(“In Kimje, Kyongsangnam-do, a fire was reported at the 
house of Hong Ui-pyo, a candidate of the "Party for the 
Third-Generation,“ and brought under control in 20 
minute, after destroying abou: half of the house. 


[“Hong’s mother, who discovered the fire, said the fire 
started in front of Hong’s room.”] 


DJP Candidate's Office Firebombed 
OW231436 Tokyo KYODO in English 0904 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 22 KYODO—Several youths hurled 
more than 10 Molotov cocktails early Friday morning at a 
Seoul office of a ruling party candiate for the National 
Assembly election, scheduled for next Tuesday, police said. 


An office staff member suffered a slight burn on one 
hand in a fire triggered by the firebombs, police said. 


The assault was carried out against the election office for 
So Chong-hwa, one of the 224 National Assembly can- 
es from the ruling Democratic Justice Party, police 
said. 


The youths, who police suspect were all students, fled 
after huring the fire bombs, police said. 
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Official Dies After Scuffle 
SK230319 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The chief of a Seou! “tong,” a smali administra- 
tive unit, died while he was having words with a woman 
campaigner on the distribution of campaign materials 
and “gifts” for voters. 


pues se De Soaps. 27. head of the 12th tong in 
Sungin~song, 


He feil to the floor in an apartment in Sungin 2-dong at 
11:40 a.m. yesterday while he was scuffling with Pak 
Sun-ae, 47. She is working for Yi Chong-chan, a parlia- 
mentary candidate from the ruling Democratic Justice 
Party, who is running in the Chongno district. 


Im died while being rushed to hospital, police said. 
The woman disappeared after the accident. 


The incident occurred when Pak brought to Im 120 
paper bags, each containing three sheets of campaign 
pamphlets and a big towel, given by Yi Chong-chan, to 
be distributed to voters. 


Both Pak and Im began to have words when the latter 
demanded more bags, police quoted a witness as saying. 


Im, who had been living in Sungin-dong for the past 16 
years, is survived by his wife and five children. 


A doctor at the National Medical Center, meanwhile, 
said he detected four tite marks on Im’s left hand and a 
2.5-cm scratch on the face. But he said he couldn't 
pinpoint the exact cause of death. 


Vote Buying ‘Rampant’ 
SK240208 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
24 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Vote-buying activities are rampant across the 
country with the legislative elections drawing near. 


In many areas, envelopes containing cash are distributed 
to voters, according to the YONHAP News Agency. 


According to YONHAP, four campaign workers have 
been booked on charges of distributing money to voters 
in Sangju, Kyongsangpuk-do. 


YONHAP said that in an electoral district in Sangju 
envelopes containing between 10,000 and 100,000 won 
were distributed to 130 households on Thursday and 
Friday. 


In Sochon, Ch , two rival parliamentary 
czndidates allegedly distributed 50,000 won and 30,000 
won, respectively, with notes soliciting support from 
electors. 
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During a stumping rally Friday in Chonju, Chollapuk- 
do, a candidate openly gave 5,000 won each to some 600 
people. 


On last Monday, the head of a smal! administrative unit 
“tong” in Susong-gu, Taegu, allegedly paid a uniform 
30,000 won to each resident of the tong on behalf of a 
candidate. 


In Tobong-gu, northern Seoul, supporters of a candidate 
from the Reunification Democratic Party claimed Fri- 
day that the campaign workers of Kim Yong-chae of the 
New Democratic Republican Party, in groups of two, 
visited every house in the constituency to give 5,000 won 
to 10,000 won to buy votes. 


With the vote-buying activities becoming fiercer, police 
in Sangju yesterday booked four campaign workers of 
the independent candidate Chong Hui-tong for giving 
money to voters to buy votes. 


Chong bolted from the government party last month as 
he failed to run in Sangju on the ticket of the Democratic 
Justice Party. 


Those booked on charges of violating the election laws 
include Chong Yong-il, an aide to Chong Hui-tong, and 
Yu Han-ho, a resident ip the mid-eastern county. 


Police seized as material evidence some 7.3 million won 
in cash, which was allegedly left over from a vote-buying 
campaign. 


Police said Chong gave a total of 18.7 million won to 
four campaigners for use in vote buying. Chong allegedly 
gave 4 million won to Yu for that purpose Wednesday at 
a hotel in Chomchon, a city north of Sangju. 


Yu, along with three other campaign workers, distrib- 
uted the money to 100 households in Sangju on Thurs- 
day and Friday while asking the residents to vote for the 
independent candidate, according tc police. 


Chong was led away Thursday morning when a resident 
reported to police that Chong handed over 600,000 won 
in vote-buying funds to a campaign worker. 


Police said they retrieved some 1.1 million won of the 
money distributed by the campaigners and were exam- 
—— the detai'-d vote-buying activities conducted by 
them. 


DJP Candidate Arrested for Fraud 
SK2504 130988 Seoul YONHAP in English 
1258 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 25 (YONHAP)—As election violence 

and frauds peaked on election eve, a ruling party can- 

diate is likely to be put under arrest by the prosecution 

ce eee 
mail. 
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Provincial prosecutors in the southeastern city of 
Andong confirmed on Monday with an opposition can- 
didate and his aides that more than 4,000 envelopes held 
in a post office contained 20,000 won (27 U.S. dollars) in 
cash each along with leaflets that carry rubber-stamp 
signatures of the ruling party candidate. 


The highest prosecution in Seoul ordered the Andong 
prosecution to put the ruling party candidate Kwon 
Chung-tong and others involved under arrest if their 
involvement confirmed. 


Kwon immediately denied the alleged vote buying 
attempt, but the ruling party leadership decided to expel 
him from the party. 


Chairman of the ruling Democratic Justice \’arty Chae 
Mun-sik said in a statement that his party was betrayed 
by Kwon who denied the party stance on fair elections 
and that his party requested him to withdraw from the 
candidacy and offer an apology to the people. 


President No Tae-u, who serves concurre:itly as presi- 
dent of the ruling party, also ordered a strict legal action 
against Kwon if his involvement confirmed, presidential 
spokesman Yi Su-chong said. 


At the end of the 18-day official campaign for Tuesday's 
parliamentary elections, rival candidates continued to 
exchange attacks with fists, sticks, rocks, and firebombs, 
and staged kidnappings and beating of each other's 
campaigners in many areas across the country. 


The National Police Headquarters announced a total of 
97 cases of election violence have occurred. The police 
said they caught 144 people and arrested 30 of them. 


The police said it will station more than 55,000 armed 
police troops at voting polls and haliot counting stations 
across the country on Tuesday to prevent any further 
violences. 


Prime minister Yi Hyon-chae aiso ordered the home 
ministry, justice ministry, and other pertinent govern- 
ment agencies to exert utmost efforts for fair voting and 
ballot counting. 


Expressing his grave concern over the various illegal 
electioneering cases and campaign violences, Yi empha- 
sized that any violent acts at the voting polls and balloi 
counting stations will face strict legal actions. 


Daily Conducts Poll on Voter Preference 
SK2504 115588 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
23 Apr 88 p I 


[Excerpt] With the general elections 5 days away, 40.1 
percent of eligible voters have not decided which party or 
which candidate they will support. They said they would 
decide when stumping rallies are over and when they have 
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obtained more information about the candidates. Thus, it 


According to the survey, 18.9 percent of the respondents 
favored the DJP; 15 percent the RDP; 12.5 percent the 


the DJP. The percentage was 26.9 percent. 


CEMC Issues Final Talty of Voters 
SK240206 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
24 Apr 88 p 2 


ext] The total number of eligible voters for the April 
= = elections has been finally tallied at 
a . 


Of the total, male voters accounted for 12,926,481, 
345,000 fewer than female voters of 13,271,724, accord- 
ing to the committee. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


RDP Puts DJP Candidates on Black List 
SK230229 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party yesterday 
put 53 ruling party parliamentary candidates on its 
blacklist for their aSleged involvement in irregularities 
and corruption cases of the Fifth Republic. 


Labeling the 53 “wicked enemies of .” the 
Opposition party called on the public to judge their past 
wrongdoings with their votes in the coming elections. 


Those cited included Chae Mun-sik, chairman of the 


and Yi Chun-ku, former DJP sec’ tary-general. 


The list also included Chong Sok-mo, Yu Hung-su, 
Chong Sun-tok, Pak Chun-pyong, Ho Sam-su, Yu Hak- 
song and Yi Sang-chae, all core members of the ruling 
party. 


They were named for their alleged roles in the military 
revolt of 1979, the Saemaul scandal, large-scale financial 
irregularities of the Fifth Republic, suppression of oppo- 
sition politicians and for their opportunistic behavior. 


The public announcement of the list highlights the 
RDP’s persistent efforts to expose the “immoral nature” 
of the ruling party. 


The opposition party intentionally selected yesterday as 
the date of the announcement to deal a blow to the DJP 
most effectively. 


Yi Chong-chan, Ho Sam-su and Yi Hak-pong, a former 
National Planning Agency vice director, were 
each cited four times in the list, while DJP chairman 
Chae was branded an opportunist who betrayed the 
opposition for personal glory and honor. 


The list also brought infamy to five former ministers of 
home affairs and five former presidential secretaries by 
implicating them in the Saemaul scandal. 


They include So Chong-hwa, Kim Chong-ho, Ko Kon, 
Kim Tae-ho, Kang U-hyok and Pak Chin-ku. Yi Ung- 
hui, former minister of culture and information, and Yi 
Se-ki, former sports minister, were also listed for their 
support of the Saemaul Headquarters. 

The RDP accused Kang Kyong-sik and Yi Sung-yon, 


both former ministers of finance, of being involved in 
f ial i sarities. 
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Yi Sang-chae, Yu Hak-song and Pak Chol-on, a presi- 
dential secretary for policy, were listed for their roles in 
intelligence-based political operations during the Fifth 
Republic aimed at suppressing the opposition. 


Those branded as opportunists and servants of the 
“military regime” included Yi Chong-yul, former minis- 
ter of state; Kim Yun-hwan, first state minister, Pak 
Tae-chun, chairman of the Pohang Iron and Steel Co.; 
and Pak Chun-kyu, former acting chairman of the now- 
defunct Democratic Republican Party. 


In addition to the list, the opposition party also disclosed 
the alleged injustices committed by former First Lady Yi 
Sun-cha’s family members, including her father Yi Kyu- 
tong and her uncle Yi Kyu-kwang. 


Kim Tae-chung Urges DJP To Stop ‘Buying Votes’ 
SK230115 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 88 p 2 


{Text} Kimje, Chollapuk-do—Kim Tae-chung urged the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party to stop buying votes 
with money and gifts. 


He asserted that the governing party adopted a five-point 
illegal electioneering strategy to secure two-thirds of 
National Assembly seats. 


The DJP seeks to buy votes, mobilize all personnel of 
government agencies and state-invested enterprises in 
campaigns, create a mod of horror by resorting to 
violence and transfer residential registrations of numer- 
ous people from one place to another, Kim claimed. 


Kim made the remarks in his supportive campaign swing 
through the sowt+western provinces before returning to 
Seoul yesterday. 


Kim said the PPD will stay vigilant to foil the ruling 
camp’s “attempt to steal votes at ballot-counting sta- 
tions.” 


Kim argued that the governing party will attempt to use 
all illegal and abusive methods just before and on the 
election day to achieve its original target of securing 
two-thirds of the 299 parliamentary seats—224 from 
regional constituencies and 75 to be distributed to par- 
ties under the proportional representation system. 


Under normal conditions, the DJP will never be able to 
garner two-thirds of the 13th National Assembly seats, 
Kim added. 


Kim also criticized the government for not issuing a 
license to the Hangyore Daily, which had already filed 
application with the government in late January. 


The PPD yesterday put up 10 million won as a reward 
for those who report outstanding cases of illegal election- 
eering. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Kim henge ‘Happy’ Over Candidates Showing 
SK230113 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 88 p 2 


(“Press Pocket” column: “Pleased JP [Chong-pil]”) 


[Text] NDRP president Kim Chong-pil was very happy 
yesterday upon hearing the in-house analysis that about 
10 candidates running in Seoul and Kyonggi-do are 


making a good showing. 


NDRP campaign director Kim Yong-tae reported that 
Choe Chae-ku, Han Pyong-ki, Cho Yong-chik and Yu 
Ki-su lead their rival candidates in Seoul, while Yi 
Tae-yop, Yi Pyong-hui, O Chi-song and Yi Taek-sok are 
doing well in Kyonggi-do. 


After campaigning in his constituency of Puyo, Chung- 
chongnam-do, Thursday, NDRP president Kim visited 
the Agriculture-Fisheries Market in Karak-dong yester- 
day. 


Later in the day, he attended rallies for the support of the 
members of seven district chapters in Seoul. 


He was informed that Choe Chae-ku had received a good 
reaction from voters by planting trees at apartment 
complexes in his Kangnam-A constituency in Seoul and 
distributing whistles to high school girls for the purpose 
of “self-protection.” 


Kim said that the party headquarters will recommend 
such good ideas for campaigning to other candidates. 


Christians Criticize KNCC Declaration 
SK230403 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Apr 88 p 9 


[Text] A heated controversy has flared up over the 
recently-announced declaration of the National Council 
of Churches in Korea (KNCC) on the territorial reunifi- 
cation of the country. 


A large group of Christians from various sects gathered 
Thursday at the Korean Christian Church Centennial 
Building in Seoul to criticize the KNCC for having made 
public the “Declaration on the Reunification of the 
People and Peace” in the name of the Korean church. 


In a “Letter to Key KNCC Members” released at the 
meeting of the makeshift “ecumenical Christians” com- 
mittee on KNCC declaration,” the protesters charged 
that the six-sect KNCC was acting like a “maid™ to the 
World Council of Churches. 


They said that the KNCC declaration had undermined 
South Korea's status in the international community by 
expressing sympathy for North Korea's ill-intentioned 
formula for national reunification. 
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Thursday’s meeting was joined by some 1,000 members 
of four organizations—the National Elders Association 
Presbyterian Churches of Korea, the Central Federation 
of Korean Christian Businessmen’s Associations, the 
Council of Korean Christian Lay Believers’ Organiza- 
tions, and the Korean Christian Council for National 
Reconciliation. 


The KNCC, one of the most outspoken Christian orga- 
nizations engaging in socio-political activities, said in its 
Feb. 29 declaration that the existing Armistice Agree- 
ment should be converted to a peace agreement. 


The lengthy declaration, which its opponents claim 
includes many words of a misleading nature, also called 
for the withdrawal of all nuclear amrs which are either 
placed on the Korean peninsula or are aimed at the area. 


The KNCC earlier said that it had worked out the 
declaration after several rounds of consultations between 
member churches, but the opponents flatly denied the 
statement. 


A Methodist member of the KNCC said that the declar- 
tion had hit him and other fellow workers at the organi- 
zation as sheer news. 


Thursday’s gathering of protesters proceeded with a 
chapel-lecture during which U.S. evangelist Steve Linton 
and U.S.-based Korean presbyter Stephan So spoke on 
christiantity in Communist countries, particularly North 
Korea. 


Presbyter Kim In-tok, president of the National Elder 
Association, Presbyterian Churches of Korea, said he 
and other boycotters hoped that the KNCC would 
amend or drop the declaration for the sake of national 
interests. 


He said protest would intensify unless the KNCC makes 
some endeavor in the desired direction. “We know the 
KNCC will bring the declaration to the International 
Christian Consultation on Justice and Peace to be held 
in Inchon from April 25-29 for propaganda. I don’t think 
the protesters will remain mere spectators,” he said. 


Alleging that some 66.5 percent of the KNCC’s annual 
budget is appropriated from foreign money, some said 
that the KNCC was likely to be currying favor with the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches [WCC] with 
the controversial declaration. 


They said that the WCC was increasingly influenced by 
Communist members, and asked if the WCC and the 
U.S. National Council of Churches had taken any part in 
the course of Vietnam’s communization. 


They argued that the North Korean “League of Choson 
Christians” welcome response on March 7 to the KNCC 
declaration proved the advantages the later brought to 


Pyongyang. 
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According to a report of Naewoe Press specializing in 
North Korean affairs, the league expressed “all-out sup- 
port and approval” for the declaration. 


Olympic Official Calls on North To Participate 
SK240204 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
24 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] TOKYO (Yonhap)—A top-ranking South Korea 
Olympic official used North Korea’s official name twice 
in an Olympic-related meeting held in China, the 
KYODO NEWS AGENCY reported. 


Kim Chong-ha, president of the Korean Olympic Com- 
mittee [KOC], called North Korea the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea in a meeting of the Olympic 
Council of Asia [OCA] held in Beijing Friday, Kyodo 
said in its Beijing dispatch. 


In his speech at the meeting for OCA leaders, Kim asked 
Noroh Korea to participate in the Seoul Olympics. 


Pointing out that the door is open for North Korea to 
compete in the Summer Olympic Games, Kim who also 
serves as vice president of OCA emphasized, “KOC is 
ready to provide every convenience to North Korea and 
guarantee watertight security for its officials and athletes 
if it decides to take part in the Games,” according to 
Kyodo. 


On Wednesday, Kim met with two Chinese sports lead- 
ers. 


Chon’s Father-in-Law Denies Scandal Involvement 
SK2504023688 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0222 GMT 25 Apr 88 


{Text} Seoul, April 25 (YONHAP)—Former President 
Chon Tu-hwan’s father-in-law has denied any direct 
involvement in various social and financial irregularities 
reported during Chon’s presidency. 


Yi Kyu-tong, Chon’s 77-year-old father-in-law, said in 
an exclusive interview with the YONHAP NEWS 
AGENCY Sunday that he was not directly involved in 
the scandalous massive sale of pine-nut trees by his tree 
nursery to the Seoul city government. 


Yi admitted that his nursery in Hwasong, Kyonggi 
Province, supplied pine-nut trees to the city government 
but added, I was belatedly told that a manager at my 
business sold trees taller than one meter in height and 
that he himself paid the income tax for that sale under 
his own name. 


Yi, a former army general, denied some newspaper 
reports which alleged that he sold saplings to the city 
government which were originally donated to his nursery 
by the Hwasong-kun (county) government. 
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Seoul’s leading newspapers, meanwhile, have contended 
that the Seoul city government purchased 770 million 
won (1,040,000 U.S. dollars) worth of pine-nut trees 
from Yi’s business under private contracts over the past 
six years. 


The reports also say that Yi received 200,000 pine-nut 
tree saplings from the hwasong county government office 
as donations over a three-year period beginning in 1984. 


The donation by the Hwasong county government as 
well as Yi’s reported sale of trees to the Seoul city 
government under private contracts have led to public 
dissatisfaction over Yi’s alleged involvement in the 
scandal. In Korea, government offices are generally 
banned from engaging in private contracts with private 
businesses. 


Yi also emphatically denied any involvement in the 
so-called Myongsong scandal, which involved large-scale 
irregu:ar bank loans in 1983. He said that he was 
acquainted with Kim Chol-ho, owner of the Myongsong 
Business Group, but denied that he used his influence 
with banks or government offices to help Kim obtain 
loans from commercial banks. 


Kim and a mid-level official at a commercial bank now 
in prison after being convicted 1983 for their involve- 
ment in the bank loan scandal. 


As for a rumor charging that he introduced Australian 
cattle to Korea which he bought through the mediation 
of a son-in-law, Kim Sang-ku, without going through the 
necessary customs clearance in 1979, Yi responded by 
saying: Is it possible in a law-governed country like our 
country to bring in cattle without going through the 
customs formalities? And, my son-in-law was at that 
time studying in the United States. It was not until 1983 
that he was appointed ambassador to Australia. 


Kim has served as a ruling party legislator. 


Escape Planes for Chon Family Allegedly Bought 
SK230221 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0157 GMT 23 Apr 88 


Text] Hong Kong, April 23 (YONHAP)—The South 

orean Government bought two specially equipped Boe- 
ing 737s in a secret deal two years ago for President 
Chon Tu-hwan, his family and confidants to flee the 
country in the event of an emergency, it was reported 
here Saturday. 


The ASIAN WALL STREET JOURNAL said in a dis- 
patch from Seoul that the Korean government paid 
about 75 million U.S. dollars for each of the Boeing 737s, 
which the report said normally cost between 22 million 
and 35 million U.S. dollars apiece. 
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Two sources familiar with the transaction, the dispatch 
said, confirmed that the Korean government purchased 
the planes to help Chon, his Family and close confidants 
escape from the country in the event of an invasion by 
North Korea or severe domestic political turmoil. 


The sources also said the planes cost far more than usual 
because they were specially outfitted with electronic 
countermeasure devices to detect missiles fired at them 
as well as other features. 


The report went on to say that government funds were 
apparently used to buy the planes. An official of South 
Korea’s new government said the expenditure did not 
show up in the state budget. He was said to have 
indicated that the expenditure was probably hidden for 
security reasons. 


The sources who were contacted by the journal said the 
planes were parked at a Korean air force base, located 
just outside of Seoul at Songnam, adjacent to the Ilhae 
Institute, which has been controversially linked to the 
former Korean president. 


The sources reportedly said tunnels connect Ilhae’s two 
buildings with the site on the base where the aircraft are 
housed, originally intended to help Chon escape unde- 
tected. They added that, while Chon was president, two 
pilots were always on stand-by to fly him, his family and 
aides out of Korea in an emergency. 


The planes have never been used and are now the 
property of the Korean Air Force, presumably to be used 
by incumbent President No Tae-u, they said. 


The dispatch, meanwhile, said in its lead that South 
Korea’s opposition leader Kim Yong-sam had demanded 
that Chon disclose how much wealth he accumulated 
during his eight years in power and explain his 1985 secret 
purchase of the planes for his personal use. 


Kim was quoted as saying, Chon should explain his 
purchase of two Boeing 737s for his exclusive use, 
estimated to cost 100 million dollars each, in may 1985. 
These imported planes were far more expensive and 
luxurious than the U.S. presidential Boeing 727 plane, 
Kim went on to say. 


The report added that the Korean Government and air 
force declined to answer inquiries about the planes. 
Boeing officials, it said, reacted with alarm to questions 
about the two planes, the purchase of which was so secret 
that they did not appear on the company’s official list of 
planes ordered and delivered since 1985. 


The report said an American official who asked not to be 
named acknowledged the existence of the planes while 
comparing them to Air Force One and Air Force Two, 
the special aircraft used by the U.S. President and vice 
president on official business. 
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But one of the sources who confirmed the existence of the 
Korean planes, the newspaper said, disagreed with that 
comparison, noting that the two Korean planes were kept 
secret from the public and at least one was never used. 


An aviation expert who the report said was knowledge- 
able about the purchase said, it was a total waste of 150 
million dollars. 


Meanwhile, Ilhae President Kim Ki-hwan was quoted as 
saying, I don’t have any information about that...about 
two years ago, two new presidential planes were bought 
y ~~ of them has been used scsas extensively. That's 
all I know. 


‘Secret Deal’ for 737’s Dei.ied 
SK230948 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0931 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 23 (YONHAP)—The Defense Min- 
istry Saturday described as entirely different from fact a 
foreign report on the alleged secret deal involving the 
purchase of former President Chon Tu-hwan’s planes. 


A spokesman for the ministry said the government 
bought only one Boeing 737 for presidential use in 
August 1985 and that it cost 40 million U.S. dollars plus 
accessory equipment. 


The spokesman was commenting on Saturday’s ASIAN 
WALL STREET JOURNAL report that South Korea 
bought two specially equipped Boeing 737’s in a secret 
deal two years ago for Chon, his family and confidants to 
flee the country in the event of an emergency. - 


In a dispatch from Seoul, the Hong Kong-based daily 
said about 75 million dollars for each of the two planes 
was paid though normally it fetches between 22 million 
and 35 million dollars apiece. 


The defense ministry official said the purchase was 
inevitable to replace the 20-year old propeller-driven 
presidential plane that posed a great danger to safety. 


He termed as totally groundless the paper's report that 
tunnels connect two buildings of the Hlhae Institute, an 
Organization controversially linked to the former presi- 
dent, with the site on an air force base where the aircraft 
in question were housed. 


He said the government reported in detail on the pur- 
chase of the presidential plane in the National Assembly 
in November 1985 and April 1986. 
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Abolishing Elder Statesman Council Considered 
SK2504013788 Seoul YONHAP in English 
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[Text] Seoul, April 25 (YONHAP)—The government is 
considering abolishing the Advisory Council of Elder 
Statesmen as former President Chon Tu-hwan has 
resigned as the council’s chairman and from all other 
public posts, a government source said Monday. 


The source said the constitution stipulates that the 
council’s existence is not mandatory, adding that abol- 
ishment of the council would pose few problems as its 
members have not yet been appointed. 


The advisory council has been faced with bitter criticism 
from the opposition and the public since a law calling for 
a drastic expansion of the council’s authority and func- 
tions was approved in a cabinet meeting shortly before 
Chon stepped down as president on Feb. 25. 


In accordance with the constitution, Chon became the 
council’s chairman following his retirement. His inaugu- 
ration as chairman, however, touched off speculation 
that he sought to retain political influence even after 
retirement. 


On April 13, the former president declared his resigna- 
tion from all public positions, offering an apology for his 
younger brother’s involvement in corruption scandals. 


The source said the government is working on a plan to 
draft a bill which would repeal the advisory council law 
before the next National Assembly convenes. Parliamen- 
tary elections are slated for Tuesday. 


U.S. Trade Bill Alarms Government, Basiress 
SK240226 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Article by staff reporter Choe Won-sok: “Tone of U.S. 
‘Omnibus’ Trade Bill”’] 


[Text] The passage of an omnibus trade bill by the U.S. 
House of Representatives has alarmed both the govern- 
ment and business circles because of its strong protec- 
tionist tone. 


The bill dubbed the “U.S. Omnibus Trade and Compet- 
itiveness Act” was jointly initiated by the U.L. House 
and Senate last year in order to retaliate foreign coun- 
tries which are engaged in unfair trade practices or 
enjoying surpluses in trade with the United States. 


Even though the bill is yet to pass through the Senate and 
consequently to be endorsed by President Reagan for its 
legislation, many restrictive provisions in it are enough 
to send a chilling wave to both the government and 
business circles. The U.S. Senate is scheduled to vote on 
the bill on Tuesday. 
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The bill strengthens the boundary of Section 30! of the 
U.S. Trade Act in dealing with foreign countries which 
have not opened their markets wider for U.S. products, 
thereby enjoying trade surpluses with the United States. 


Specifically, the revised Section 301 empowers the U.S. 
Trade Representative to take any kind of retaliatory 
steps against any country in trade disputes with the 
United States. 


The current one delegates such power to only the U.S. 
President. 


Because of its omnipotent and omnipresent power, the 
revised Section 301 is nicknamed “Super Section 301.” 


It is generally believed that the strong U.S. trade protec- 
tionist bill is targeted at Japan, the so-called four Asian 
tigers—Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore—, 
Mexico and Brazil. 


However, many government officiais and business 
experts said that Korea would suffer most when the bill 
is enacted. 


They feared that the U.S. Trade Representative would 
resort of its own will to banning imports of all Korean 
products over trade disputes between Korea and the 
United States. 


Currently, the nation is embroiled in a number of 
pending trade issues with the United States. They 
includes U.S. demands for the wider opening of the 
insurance and cigarette markets and for imports of beef. 


The U.S. Trade Representative is now investigating 
some of such issues in accordance with Section 301 as 
requested by U.S. businesses concerned. 


Another aching problem which the nation will encounter 
when the bill is promulgated is that the U.S. Trade 
Representative is able to take retaliatory measures 
against Korea in connection with the parity rate between 
the won and the US. dollar. 


The U.S. pressure to accelerate the won appreciation 
against the greenback, taking advantage of the bill, is 
generally expected to jolt a great blow to the nation’s 
exporting houses. 


Domestic businesses have been already sufferinx from 
the agxravation of their profitability on the international 
market due to the rapid won revaluation against the U.S. 
dollar, coupled with wage increases. 


Other categories which the revised Section 30! will take 
issue with include agriculture, services, intellectual prop- 
erty, high technology and specific barriers. 
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They also comprise foreign direct investment, import 
safeguards, workers’ rights, tax adjustments, improve- 
ment of GATT, current account surpluses, and trade and 
monetary coordination. 


Encouraged by the bill passage by the U.S. House, it is 
generally expected that the U.S. side would take a more 
aggressive stance on its negotiations over the outstand- 
ing trade issues with Korea. 


Working-level talks over the issues slated in Seoul early 
next month will be a hard task for the Korean side 
because it will be further driven into a corner due to 
“Super Section 301.” 


Even though the United States has not yet taken the most 
retaliatory action against imports of all Korean products, 
its plan to scrap generalized system of preference (GSP) 
favors for Korean goods reportedly effective from July ! 
this year poses a great threat to business circles as their 
exports to the United States will be znaturally cut. 


Reflecting general worries over the possible enactment of 
the U.S. omnibus trade bill, Vice Trade and Industry 
Minister Ho Nam-hun said that it will greatly hurt 
Korea, because the nation is still in a disadvantageous 
position compared with Japan, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and the Republic of China. 


He indicated that if the omnibus trade bill is enacted, 
there is no alternative for Korea to take but concede to 
U.S. demands over the pending trade issues between 
Korea and the United States. 


Citing the economies of the Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Singapore as more prosperous than the economy of 
Korea, he said that it is hard to accept that Korea will 
suffer more than them from the enactment of the U.S. 
omnibus trade bill. 


He also was somewhat critical of the past government 
position which exaggerated the growth of the national 
economy, thus inviting a further U.S. pressure to rectify 
its accumulating trade deficits with Korea. 


Trade Officials Consider Policies 
SK230111 Seoul YONHAP in English 
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[Text] Seoul, April 23 (YONHAP)—South Korean trade 
Officials, convinced of a significant change in future U.S. 
trade policies, are considering various countermeasures 
to expected U.S. pressure a blanket opening of 
Korea’s markets to U.S. goods and services. 


The officials said Saturday that the latest trend among 
U.S. policymakers indicates a possible shift from the 
present item-by-item negotiations for the opening of 
foreign markets toward negotiations seeking an overall 
market opening. 
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They said such a trend is evident in the trade bili 
approved overwhelmingly by the U.S. House cf Repre- 
sentatives Thursday as well as in the trade policies of 
both Vice President George Bush and Governor Michael 
Dukakis, frontrunners in the U.S. presidential election 
primaries. 


The officials predicted that the U.S. pressure which has 
focused on several specific items such as beef, cigarettes 
and insurance will change into a demand for a blanket 
opening of the Korean market to U.S. goods through 
tariff cuts and removal of non-tariff trade barriers. 


The officials said they did not expect the U.S. Congress 
would be able to override a presidential veto of the trade 
bill, but that future U.S. trade policies will ultimately 
follow such a trend. 


Official on U.S. Beef Talks 
SK240242 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] Korea is expected to propose “quota-based” beef 
imports to the United States in the Seoul trade talks, 
standing firm against the latter's demand for the total 
opening of the beef market. 


A high-ranking official at the Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Ministry said that the beef issue will be high on 
the agenda of the Korea-U:S. trade talks slated for May 
2-4, before the GATT directors’ meeting to be held in 
Geneva on May 4. 


On May 3, beef imports will be discussed in the trade 
talks. Details of conditions concerning the opening of the 
beef market will be debated, according to a source at the 
U.S. Agricultural Trade Office. 


Peter Allgeier, assistant U.S. Trade Representative, will 
lead the U.S. trade delegation. 


In the Seoul meeting, the ministry official said, Korea 
and the United States will clash, insisting on different 
stands. limited beef importation and total liberalization 
of beef imports, respectively. 


“We can never accept a total beef import liberalization 
whwgh would destroy the base of the domestic livestock 
industry. Korea’s last alternative to the beef market 
opening is the quota-based importation,” he stressed. 


Limited beef imports are “reasonable” in view of domestic 
consumption of imported beef in past years, he went on. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In the second round of the bilateral Geneva talks, the 
United States reportedly rejected the Korean proposal 
for quota-based beef imports. 


The United States has requested the GATT to organize a 
panel to investigate the Korean ban on beef imports. The 
panel formation will be decided in the May 4 Geneva 
meeting. 


The ministry official said that the panel organization is 
“highly likely.” The second round of the bilateral talks 
broke down and there is little ground to reject the U.S. 
demand to organize the panel,“ he said. 


Earlier, the United States Trade Representative had 
decided to investigate the Korean situation in connec- 
tion with its ban on beef imports, accepting the demand 
of the American Meat Institute. 


To adjust the governments stance, in preparation for the 
Seoul trade talks, an inter-ministry meeting is scheduled 
for April 28 under the initiation of the Foreign Ministry, 
the official said. Meanwhile, the price of beef cattle is on 
the decline following reports that U.S. beef imports are 
“imminent.” 


As of April 6, the price of 400-kg beef cattle recorded 
1.37 million won a head but had dropped to the 1.28 
million won level two weeks later. 


To stabilize the ever-falling price of beef cattle, the 
ministry has suspended the release of the packed beef, 
effective April 8. 


Friday, some 600 farmers and cattle breeders from 
across the nation held a rally on the campus of Konkuk 
University to protest against the government move to 
open the agricultural market. 


The ralliers called for the immediate abolition of the 
scheme for the importation cf beef, pork, wine and 30 
other agricultural products, rejecting the government- 
studied measures to compensate for damages resulting 
from the market opening. 


Correction to No Tae-u 19 Apr News Conference 


The following correction pertains to the item headlined 
“No Tae-u 21 April News Conference” published in the 
22 April East Asia DAILY REPORT, page 24 Column 
one, paragraph three, sentence seven: ...Using this 
opportunity, we have already undertaken massive 
exchanges with China in the economic and ... (adding 
phrase “with China”) 


FBIS-EAS-88-079 
25 April 1988 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


More Planned on Refugee Camp Closure 
BK240554 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0523 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Alor Setar, April 24 (OANA-BERNAMA)— 
Malaysia will provide an alternative to the Vietnamese 
refugees in Pulau Bidong, off the east coast State of 
Terengganu, before implementing its decision to close 
the transit camp on the island, Prime Minister Dr 
Mahathir Mohamed said Sunday. 


The federal government would discuss further with the 
Terengganu government and international agencies 
before going ahead with its decision on the closure of the 
camp, he said. 


The question of closing the island to refugees was not an 
easy matter and the government would have to make a 
thorough study of it, the prime minister told reporters in 
his home state capital here, about 475 km north of Kuala 
Lumpur, before returning to the national capital. 


Minister in the Prime Minister's Department Dr Yusuf 
Noor announced plans last Thursday [21 April] to close 
the island to the Vietnamese illegal immigrants. 


He had said the federal cabinet had made the decision 
following appeals from the local people who wanted the 
island as a centre for fishing. 


Pulau Bidong, about 50 nautical miles off Kuala Tereng- 
ganu, has been a prohibited area since the 1970s when it 
was turned into a transit camp for Vietnamese illegal 
immigrants. 


Singapore 


‘Homemade Bomb’ Found in US. 
OW251101 Tokyo KYODO in English 1045 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Singapore, April 25 KYODO—The suspicious- 
looking object found in a ladies’ toilet in the US. 
Embassy here last week was a crude homemade bomb, 
an embassy source told KYODO News Service Monday. 


The dlack powder found inside the object, a 1 5-centime- 
ter-long [words indistinct] together with a piece of wire 
and battery, is a kind of explosive, according to the 
source, who declined to be named. 


A police spokesman would not confirm or deny the 
object was a homemade bomb, adding that the analysis 
of the object's contents would not be made public. 
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The discovery of the object last Wednesday led police to 
cordon the roads leading to the embassy building in Hill 
Street for four hours. During that time, the Singapore 
Armed Forces’ bomb diposal unit neutralized the 
object’s content and brought it back for analysis. 


This is one of several mysterious incidents that have 
occurred during the past year. 


Last month, the front portion of the Saudi Arabian 
airline’s [words indistinct] was burnt down. Late last 
year, two bombs exploded in Singapore’s financial dis- 
trict, one of which shattered the windows of the Ameri- 
can International Assurance Company's building. 


So far no group has claimed responsibility for these 
— (?which) remained as unsolved cases in police 
iles. 


Further Reports on Rearrest of Detainees 


Prime Minister Lee Comments 
BK251051 Singapore THE SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 24 Apr 88 p 1 


(Text] The government must get down to the bottom of 
the allegations by the nine persons involved in the 
Marxist conspiracy that they were innocent and that they 
had been abused and assaulted during their detentions 
last year, Mr Lee Kuan Yew said yesterday. 


He was responding to a question put to him during his 
flight home from Rome by the Singapore journalists 
covering his visit to Washington and Italy. 


The prime minister said he had been kept informed of 
the re-arrests, which took place on Tuesday [19 April] 
when he was in Italy. 


“We must get down to the bottom of these allegations by 
the nine that they were innocent and that they had been 
abused and assaulted during their detentions,” he said. 


“A commission of inquiry can determine whether they 
were merely ‘community and church workers, legal 
reformers, amateur dramatists, helpers of the Workers’ 
Party, professionals and ordinary cwtizens,’ who had 
been framed, or whether under pressure of interrogation, 
they had truthfully disclosed their part in the Marxist 
conspiracy led by Tan Wah Piow and Vincent Cheng. 


“These facts can be established by a commission of 

inquiry.” 

Mr Lee and his delegation arrived in Singapore yesterday 

evening. 

Meanwhile, at Teck Ghee Vase ey hg | last night, 

Trade end Industry Minister Lee Hsien Loong told 
that no decision had been made yet on who 

should sit on the commission of inquiry. 
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He said its term of reference would have to be worked 
out first. 


Commenting on ex-detainee Tang Fong Har's statement 
to the British Broadcasting Corporation on Friday, that 
she plans to campaign for all ISA [Internal Security Act] 
detainees, including long-time detainee Chia Thye Poh, 
Brigadier-General [BG] (Res) [resigned] Lee said: “If she 
wants to lobby for Chia Thye Poh, doesn’t that mean she 
sympathises with whai Chia Thye Poh believes, which is 
the overthrow of the Government and the establishment 
of a Marxist state? Isn't it what the plot is about?” 


Tang, a lawyer, was among the nine ex-detainees who 
issued a statement last week denying that they were 
Marxist conspirators. 


BG Lee, who is MP for Teck Ghee, was at his constitu- 
ency for a kindergarten’s parents’ day function. 


Government Case Said ‘Convincing’ 
BK221451 Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES 
in English 22 Apr 88 p 26 


(Editorial: “The Truth Will Out”) 


[Text] The government's announcement on Wednesday 
of a Commission of Inquiry to look into allegations that 
it fabricated the Marxist conspiracy it revealed last year 
and that it tortured people into making false confessions 
that they were involved will probably have come as a 
surprise to many. Few governments anywhere respond in 
such a manner when faced with similar charges and 
certainly not unless virtually forced to do so by tremen- 
dous pressure, whether from within the country or 
outside. The fact that the government made the decision 
it did—and so swiftly too—may thus be seen as a sure 
sign that it is absolutely confident its actions will stand 
up under an open inquiry. 


Anyone who cares at all about the truth must welcome 
the government’s decision. As Wednesday's Home 
Affairs Ministry statement said, the statements made by 
the nine ex-detainees are very serious ones. If true, it 
must mean that the government has grossly abused its 
powers and [is] lying when it insists that there was a 
conspiracy and that it does not practise torture, offenses 
that not only reflect badly on the government but on 
Singapore as a whole. 


Whatever the truth of the matter, however, it has to be 
said that the detainees’ joint statement in which they 
denied involvement in any conspiracy and claimed they 
were tortured during detention raises rather more ques- 
tions than it answers. It appears, on the first reading, to 
be dramatic stuff, listing the kinds of abuse and ill-treat- 
ment they endured and denying “categorically” the 
government's accusations against them. It also tells of 
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their being “compelled” to appear on television and 
“coerced” into making certain statements. Further, it 
claims that their statements were “grossly distorted and 
misrepresented.” 


The detainees may or may not have good reasons for 
issuing the statement in the form they did. But they 
would have done far better if they had given full details 
to back up their charges. For instance, who suffered what 
torture when and at whose hands; exactly which of their 
television statements were distorted and in what man- 
ner; and which specific government accusations against 
them are false. While general allegations of abuse and 
government misdeeds may make for good reading and 
may even generate sympathy for the detainees, they are 
a poor rebuttal to the government’s very detailed, very 
specific accusations against them and other members of 


the conspiracy. 


Relative vagueness apart, the statement also disappoints 
for another reason. The signers say they are merely trying 
to clear their names and do not intend to challenge the 
government or expect an official response to their charg- 
es. It is difficult top say what readers are supposed to 
make of this. If calling someone a liar and a torturer does 
not constitute a challenge, what does? And why, if the 
allegations are true, did the detainees wait for so long to 
speak out? Why now and not months before when what 
they call the “constant barrage of government taunts” 
were more frequent? 


It needs to be added that the detainees aiso said that they 
are prepared to “prove our innocence in an open trial” 
although that does beg the question why they have not 
taken the government and torturers to court before. The 
Commission of Inquiry is not quite a trial but it is 
certainly an opportunity for the detainees to bring forth 
whatever proof they have to support the allegations they 
have made. 


For most Singaporeans, the government's case is con- 
vincing even without the fresh evidence it produced on 
Wednesday. Hopefully, the Inquiry will also convince 
the remaining sceptics that the government was right to 
act when it did last year to choke off the conspiracy. 


Catholic Aids Detainees 
BK230526 Hong Kong AFP in English 0518 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


{Text} Singapore, April 23 (AFP)}—Roman Catholic cler- 
ics and activists have again taken up the cause of people 
detained without trial in Singapore in an alleged Marxist 
plot against the government. 


Some 500 people, including several former security 
detainees, attended a special mass Friday night in a 
suburban church here as an expression of solidarity with 
four men and five women arrested this week and their 
families. 
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Eight of the nine were among 22 social activists— 
including Roman Catholic lay workers, legal reformers 
and opposition party sympathizers—who had already 
been detained without trial for varying periods last year. 


Several people attending the mass wore yellow T-shirts 
emblazoned with the Biblical quotation “the truth will 
set you free.” A number of ex-detainees wearing similar 
T-shirts had been reported attending mass together in 
recent weeks. 


The faithful were urged to send messages to relatives of 
the detainees expressing their sympathy and to pray for 
them. It asked that prayers be conducted during mass 
this weekend as well. 


Among the 18 priests who jointly celebrated the mass 
was Father Joseph Ho. He and three other priests were 
suspended by the church last year in the wake of Singa- 
pore’s security swoop. The others left the country. 


Church sources said Archbishop Gregory Yong had been 
—— of plans for the mass and permission had been 
obtained. 


Last year, the archbishop had bowed to government 
arguments in suspending the priests and disbanding two 
controversial church bodies focusing on social issues, 
which authorities alleged were being used by Marxists. 


Prior to this week’s arrests, only one of the original 22 
detainees—church worker Vincent Cheng, a theology 
master’s graduate—had remained in detention. 


Mr. Cheng, said by the government to be the local 
mastermind of a plot to spread Marxist ideas to subvert 
the political system here, is serving a two-year order for 
— without trial under the Internal Security Act 
(ISA). 


The eight ex-detainees were rearrested Tuesday, a day 
after they issued a public statement saying the govern- 
ment had used physical and mental abuse to obtain 
incriminating statements carried in extensive interviews 
over local television. 


They also denied involvement in any plot. 


The ninth person arrested was Patrick Seong, lawyer to 
two of the eight and a church activist. A government 
statement said only that he was detained for investiga- 
tion under the ISA. 


The government denied the detainees had been physi- 
cally mistreated, but announced Wednesday a commis- 
sion of inquiry would be appointed to look into the 
allegations. 


A Home Affairs Ministry statement said the commission 
would be asked to “determine the facts: whether the 
Marxist conspiracy was a government fabrication, the 
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circumstances under which the 9 ex-detainees have 
retracted their previous statements, and whether the 
detainees were assaulted and tortured as alleged.” 


The ninth person referred to by the government was 
lawyer Tang Fong Har, who endorsed the ex-detainees’ 
statement Monday although she was out of the country. 


(In an interview on the BBC Friday, Miss Tang—who 
had been given permission to go to Britain but had 
overstayed the allowed period—said they had decided to 
speak out because they “felt more and more angry at the 
injustice” and wanted to clear their names. 


(Some of the ex-detainees had considered standing as 
Opposition candidates in the next elections, she said. 
“This rearrest is to put us in place and show the general 
public not to step out of line,” she said. 


(Miss Tang said she now intends to campaign for all ISA 
detainees in Singapore, including Chia Thye Poh, a 
former MP held since 1966.) 


Authorities have said Mr. Chia, now 46, will be released 
if he publicly undertakes to renounce the use of force to 
overthrow the government. 


Legal Proceedings Begun 
BK250952 Hong Kong AFP in English 0946 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Singapore, April 25 (AFP)}—A prominent local 
lawyer has begun habeas corpus proceedings on behalf of 
two people detained without trial here last week in 
connection with av. alleged Marxist conspiracy to subvert 
the governmen’. 


A member of lawyer Francis Seow’s staff said Monday 
[25 April] that the High Court had been given notice of 
application to file for habeas corpus on behalf of detain- 
ees Teo Soh Lung and Patrick Seong, both lawyers. 


The staff member said a hearing would be held to 
determine whether there were grounds for the applica- 
tion. No date was immediately given. 


Miss Teo, a legal reformer and social activist, and seven 
other ex-security detainees were re-arrested on Tuesday, 
a day after they publicly accused the government of using 
mental and physical duress to obtain incriminating state- 
ments during an earlier period of detention last year. Mr 
Seong, who represented two of the nine, was detained 
under the Internal Security Act in connection with the 
investigations, according to a government statement. 


The ex-detainees were among 22 social activists— 
including Roman Catholic lay workers, legal reformers 
and opposition party sympathizers—arrested last May 
and June. All but one has since been released. 
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Mr Seow'’s office said efforts to find ou: where his clients 
were being held and to see them had so far been 
unsuccessful, although he had received a message from 
the authorities Monday saying he would be given per- 
mission later. 


Makes Statement on Jailed Communist 
BK241451 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] The government says that Chia Thye Poh, who 
was arrested under the Internal Security Act in 1966, will 
be released as soon as he gives an undertaking that he 
renounce the use of force and terrorism to overthrow the 
government and to sever his ties with the Communist 
Party of Malaya. Alternatively, Chia can leave Singapore 
and go to any country that is willing to accept him. 


A Home Affairs Ministry statement was released today 
in response to the reported stand uy Tang Fong Har, an 
ex-detainee, that she has immense admiration for Chia 
and would campaign for his release. Tang, who had 
breached the conditions of the restriction order by going 
abroad and failing to return to Singapore by 7 April, is 
now at large. 


The ministry says that Chia was arrested for his role in 
promoting Communist United Front [CUF] activities in 
Singapore. The CUF is the open front of the outlawed 
Communist Party of Malaya [CPM] which aims to 
overthrow the governments of Malaysia and Singapore 
through armed struggle and terrorism. 


The statement says that Parliament was informed in 
August 1985 that Chia, a member of the CPM, was 
specifically instructed by the CPM to penetrate the 
political party, the Barisan Sosialis. He was authorized to 
engage in CUF agitation to destabilize the government. 
This he did by launching a series of illegal demonstra- 
tions and industrial strikes. 


The statement repeats the government’s stand on the 
release of Chia Thye Poh and says that Amnesty Inter- 
national and other interested groups are aware of it. Last 
September, at the urging of Amnesty International’s 
Canadian Section, the Canadian Government conveyed 
to Chia its willingness to receive him. However, he 
declined the offer. The ministry says it would appear that 
Chia prefers Marxism with the chance of glory if a 
communist revolution should eventually succeed. 


Cambodia 
CPV International Delegation Concludes Visit 


Hun Sen Receives Delegation 
BK231306 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1158 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 23—Hun Sen, Politburo 
member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea Central Committee, chairman of the Council of 
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Ministers and minister for foreign affairs, received in 
Phnom Penh Friday (22 April] the visiting delegation of 
the International Department of the Communist Party 
of Vietnam Centrai Committee led by Hoang Bich Son, 
member of the C.P.V. Central Committee and head of 
the said department. 


Chairman Hun Sen acclaimed the Vietnamese delega- 
tion’s visit to Kampuchea as a contribution to the consol- 
idation and development of the bilateral cooperation 
between the two parties of Kampuchea and Vietnam. 


Chairman Hun Sen asked Hoang Bich Son to convey his 
best regards to Vietnamese party and state leaders. 


In reply, Hoang Bich Son informed the Kampuchean 
leader of the results of his talks with his Kampuchean 
counterpart, during which the two sides exchanged expe- 
rience and discussed measures to promote the friendship 
and cooperation between the parties and peoples of 
Vietnam and Kampuchea. 


3-Day Visit Ends 
BK250951 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0425 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 25 Apr (SPK)—A CPV Foreign 
Relations Committee delegation, led by its chairman 
Hoang Bich Son, member of the CPV Central Commit- 
tee, left Phnom Penh yesterday at the end of it 3-day visit 
to Cambodia. 


During its stay, the delegation was received by Hun Sen, 
member of the KPRP Central Committee Political 
Bureau, chairman of the Council of Ministers, and PRK 
minister for foreign affairs. The delegation also met with 
Yos Son, member of the party Central Committee and 
chairman of the Central Committee’s Foreign Relations 
Commission, and Sam Sundoeun, member of the party 
Central Committee, first secretary of Kampuchean Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Youth Organization, and chairman 
of PRK-SRV Friendship Association. 


Moreover, the delegation also visited the Tuo! Sleng 
Museum of Genocide, the former royal palace, the Cuu 
Long Orphanage, and a cigarette factory. 


SRV State Commission Group Arrives 
BK221344 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1122 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


{Text} Phnom Penh SPK April 22—A delegation of the 
Vietnamese State Planning Commission arrived in 
Phnom Penk Thursday (21 April] morning for a week- 
long official friendship visit to Kampuchea. 
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The delegation led by Tran Phuong, vice chairman of the 
said commission was warmly welcomed at Pochentong 
Airport by Chea Chanto, candidate member of the 
People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Central 
Committee and minister of planning, and other Kampu- 
chean officials. 


Soviet Official Comments on Afghan Agreement 
poy-y Phnom Penh SPK in English 1112 GMT 
2 Apr 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 22—Yuriy Zuralov, 
deputy head of the Information Department of the 
Foreign Ministry of the Soviet Union, who is now on an 
official friendship visit to Kampuchea, held a press 
conference in Phnom Penh this morning. 


Addressing the conference, Yuriy Zuralov presented the 
content of the agreement reached in Geneva on April 14 
on a political solution to the Afghan conflict and the 
present situation in Afghanistan. 


He affirmed the Soviet Union’s determination to imple- 
ment the agreement and called on other concerned 
parties to follow suit. 


KPRAF’s Weekly Combat Victories Reported 
BK220358 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 21 Apr 88 


(From the “Weekly Roundup of Salient Events” feature] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] During the past week, our 
KPRAF put out of action 257 enemy soldiers, including 
177 killed, 34 captured, and 46 others surrendered on 
the battlefield. We also seized 95 assorted weapons, 219 
mines, and a quantity of war materiel. 


As a result of operations launched by our divisions along 
the border, we killed 79 enemy soldiers and seized or 
destroyed a quantity of their war materiel. [passage 
omitted] 


During the past week, 86 misled persons deserted the 
enemy ranks and returned to the revolution, the people, 
and their families throughout the country, bringing along 
43 weapons. [passage omitted] 


CGDK Foreign Ministry Rejects SRV Statement 
BK250112 (Clandestine) Voice of the Nationa! 4rmy 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


(“Rejection by CGDK Foreign Ministry regarding the 
statement by Tran Quang Co, vice foreign minister of 
the Hanoi authorities’, dated 23 April—read by 
announcer] 


{Text} 1. On 22 April 1988 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Tran Quang Co, vice foreign minister of the Hanoi 
authorities, pruy osed the so-called three-stage plan to 
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settle the Cambodian problem. First, informal talks would 
be held betwevn the Vietnamese puppets in Phnom Penh 
and the tripartite Cambodian resistance movement; sec- 
ond, countries concerned with the Cambodian 

such as Vietnam and other countries in Southeast Asia, 
would join the talks; and third, an international confer- 
ence on Cambodia would be held in India. 


The CGDK Foreign Ministry totally rejects this state- 
ment by Tran Quang Co. This is because this statement 
and other proposals by Vietnam on many occasions over 
the past several years are made solely for the following 
reasons: 


First, it enables Vietnam to avoid its status as the 
in Cambodia and to avoid holding talks with 
the CGDK on settlement of the Cambodian problem. 


Second, this statement by Tran Quang Co and all the 
proposals made on several occasions in the past several 
years by the Hanoi authorities are all maneuvers aimed 
at deceiving world public opinion. 


Third, this statement by Tran Quang Co and all the 
proposals made on several occasions in the past several 
years by the Hanoi authorities are aimed at a further 
occupation of Cambodia in accordange with Vietnam’s 
Indochinese federation strategy, as well as with Viet- 
nam’s joint regional strategy and the Soviet Union's 
global strategy in Southeast Asia and the South Pacific. 


2. The CGDK Foreign Ministry wishes to make the 
following confirmation: Vietnam—the aggressor in 
Cambodia—is the creator of the Cambodian problem. 
Therefore, the Hanoi authorities must personally join in 
the talks with the CGDK, with Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk as president of Democratic Kampuchea. Only 
by doing so will the Cambodian problem be resolved 
successfully, similar to the talks between the Hanoi 
authorities and France in the 1946-54 Vietnam-France 
war and the talks between the Hanoi authorities and the 
United States in the 1960-73 Vietnam-U:S. war. 


The world is well aware of the Hanoi authorities’ maneu- 
vers, both at present and in the past. 


As for the stand of the CGDK, which has waged a 
national liberation struggle against the Vietnamese 
aggressors for the past nearly 10 years, it has been 
repeatedly emphasized that settlement of the Cambo- 
dian problem will be successful only through talks 
between the Vietnamese and the CGDK, with 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk as president of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea. The world is also well aware of this 
matter. 


The CGDK Foreign Ministry calls on the world to 
continue to more vigorously pressure Vietnam—politi- 
cally, diplomatically, and economically—to force Viet- 
nam to agree to settle the Cambodian problem through 
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talks with the CGDK, with Samdech Norodom Siha- 
nouk as president of Democratic Kampuchea, with the 
aim of total withdrawal of the Vietnamese aggressor 
forces, thus allowing the Cambodian people to decide 
their own destiny. Only through this course will peace 
and secuzity be restored in Cambodia, Vietnam, Asia, 
and the Asia-Pacific region. 


[Dated] 23 April 1988 


[Signed] Khiev Samphan, vice president of Democratic 
Kampuchea in charge of foreign affairs 


Sihanouk Thanks Khieu Samphan, Son Sen 
BK220156 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[“Text of reply from Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, DK 
president, signed also by his wife, Monique, to His 
Exceliency Vice President Khieu Samphan and His 
Excellency Minister Son Sen” —date not given] 


[Text] To His Excellency Khieu Samphan, DK vice 
president in charge of foreign affairs; and His Excellency 
Son Sen, minister attached to the CGDK Coordinating 
Committee for National Defense: 


I would like to express profound thanks to your excel- 
lencies and DK other leaders, as well as to all cadres, 
combatants, and members of the Democratic Kampu- 
chean side, for amicably extending best wishes to me. 


In return. | warmly wish all of you good health and total 
success in your valiant patriotic struggle for national 
liberation. 


| would like to convince all of you that the cooperation 
between the ANS [National Sihanoukist Army] and 
NADK [National Army of Democratic Kampuchea] will 
develop ceaselessly and harmoniously, and this cooper- 
ation will remain firm even after our beloved mother- 
land is totally liberated from the yoke of Vietnamese 
colonialism, to prevent our people from facing more 
danger and misery. 


Please, excellencies, accept my highest regards and affection. 
[Signed] Norodom Sihanouk and Monique 


Son Sen Greets New PRC Defense Minister 
BK210207 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Message from Son Sen, minister and member of the 
CGDK Coordinating Committee for National Defense, 
to Qin Jiwei, PRC state councillor and national defense 
minister, dated 12 April] 


[Text] Beijing. 
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Respected Excellency: All of us are very glad to learn that 
you have been appointed state councillor and national 
defense minister of the PRC. In the name of cadres and 
combatants of the DK National Army and in my own 
name, I would like to wish you good health and every 
success in your noble task. 


We would like to take this opportunity to cxpress most 
profound gratitude to you, the PRC, and the great 
Chinese people for the all-round and constant assistance 
and support to cur Cambodian people’s national libera- 
tion struggle under the CGDK’s leadership, headed by 
DK President Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. 


May the long-standing trad:iional relations of friendship 
and solidarity between our two countries and people 
further develop and blossom forever. 


Please receive my highest greetings and consideration. 
[Dated] Democratic Kampuchea, 12 April 1988 


[Signed] Son Sen, minister and member of the CGDK 
Coordinating Committee for National Defense 


VOK on Future of Phnom Penh ‘Puppets’ 
BK210825 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Political commentary: “The Fate of Puppets”)] 


[Text] Significant events of this decade have been those 
relating to the Afghan and Cambodian problems. In this 
decade there are major issues to be n:solved, namely the 
mistake of Soviet and Vietnamese lea ders ing troops 
to commit aggression against Afghanistan and 

dia in 1979. The Soviet Union asd Vietnam have 
implemented the same policy and have propped up 
puppets to control these two countries. 


However, Soviet leaders recent!y decided it is useless to 
let Soviet youths die in vain in Afghanistan in a war the 
Soviet Union cannot win. The Sovict Union has forced 
its puppets and itself to agree to pull out Soviet forces 
this year so as to extricate itself from this deep quagmire. 
This Soviet troop pullout will certainly affect the puppets 
in Kabul. The Soviet Union will not return and be 
bogged down in Afghanistan again, no matter how bad 
the Afghanistan situation gets. For this reason, the Soviet 
Union has already made preparations for the collapse of 
this regime by getting ready to accept the puppets into 
the Soviet Union, in Se Oe ee 
to take over Kabul. The seven Afghan resistance and have 
have agreed to set up a coalition government have 
also postponed the exchange of prisoners of war with the 
Soviet Union. Tie ee es id 


prisoners of war in exchange for Najibullah’s head 
other puppets to be put on trial. What will be these 
puppets’ fate? 
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Observers say the puppets in Kabul cannot withstand the 
resistance forces once Soviet troops are pulled out. 
Kabul forces will gradually retreat from major areas 
while the resistance gradually occupy important places. 


Let us now turn to events in Cambodia. What will be the 
fate of the puppets in Phnom Penh once Vietnamese 
troop are withdrawn? There is only one way Vietnam can 
help these puppets: Vietnam should agree to take part in 
Cambodian national reconciliation talks and not remain 
indifferent or pretend that it has nothing to do with the 
Cambodian problem. Vietnam should get out of Cam- 
bodia. We cannot say how Vietnam will withdraw from 
Cambodia, but we do know the situation in the world 
and in Vietnam does not tolerate the latter remaining in 
Cambodia. If Vietnam does not solve this problem 
properly, the puppets in Phnom Penh will certainly have 
to cling to the clothes of the Vietnamese while building 
dams, digging canals, and growing cabbage in Hanoi. 


For us, resistance fighters, we have a clear nationalist 
stand. We can endure everything, but we cannot accept 
being puppets and traitors to our national interests. We 
will win in the end, and the puppets will reap the 
consequences of their acts. 


Indonesia 


F Minister Alatas Discusses ASEAN Tour 
BK250258 Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 
16 Apr 88 p 23 


(“Excerpts” of interview with new Foreign Minister Ali 
Alatas by TEMPO correspondent Fikri Jufri in Jakarta; 
date not given] 


[Text] (Jufri] Last week you visited ASEAN countries to 
introduce yourself to your counterparts. What made you 
do that in the first place? 


[Alatas] The main goal of the visit was to introduce 
oneself in accordance with existing tradition, but of 
course there was an exchange of views on matters of 
common interest during the meetings. We also reviewed 
the ouicome of our efforts to solve the Cambodian 
problem. Last year, ASEAN agreed to propose that an 
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informal meeting [preceding two words in English] 
called a cocktail party [preceding two words in English} 
be held in Jakarta. However, new developments 
occurred in the situation. 


Then we noticed that Vietnam continued to insist on its 
troop withdrawal by 1990, but on their term [preceding 
three words in English]. This is not the desired solution 
to the problem and very soon, there will be another UN 
General Assembly session. If we leave this situation 
unchecked, what will happen at the UN meeting? 


(Jufri] What shall we do next? 


[Alatas] We reached a conclusion that the efforts to solve 
the Cambodia problem thivugh an informal meeting in 
Jakarta must be intensified. Therefore, | raised two 
issues during my meetings with the other ASEAN foreign 
ministers. The first issue concerns the format; | asked 
them if they agreed that I should assume the role of 
ASEAN interlocutor [preceding word in English]. This 
post is supposed to be assumed by the Indonesian foreign 
minister. They agreed on this issue. Second, I asked them 
if we should intensify our efforts to seek a solution to the 
Cambodian issue. They also agreed on this. 


[Jufri] We are under the impression that since you have 
assumed the post of foreign minister, many peopbe hope 
our low profile [preceding two words in English] foreign 
policy will turn into a high profile [preceding two words 
in English] one. 


[Alatas] It is rather awkward for me to define the terms 
low and high profile policy because the two terms tend to 
show only the physical aspect. What is more important, 
I believe, is how to assess the implementation of a 
country’s foreign policy from the level of its determina- 
tion to defend its principles, or the quality of its contri- 
bution to the solution of a given problem, regardless of 
whether that contribution is conveyed in a low or high 
profile manner. We cannot always be successful despite 
our high-sounding rhetoric. On the other hand, we are 
more likely to succeed if we are calm, steadfast, and 
rational. My experience shows that it is sometimes 
necessary to bang on the table to press our point, but it 1s 
not so on other occasions. This is only a matter of style. 
What I want to stress is the quality of our diplomacy, 
which is still based ~n rational struggle. 


[Jufri] If we look back at our foreign policy in the last 
decade, what are its positive and negative aspects? 


[Alatas] We have a lot of positive achievements. We 
have laid down a strong foundatimp for cooperation 
among ASEAN countries, and this has truly been recog- 
nized by the international community. In the last 10 
years, we have successfully regained our proper position 
in international politics, including the Nonaligned 
Movement, the Group of 77. and the United Nations. 
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We experienced a minor problem, namely the East 
Timor issue, and it somewhat affected our image at 
international forums. At first, our diplomacy had to face 
tremendous misunderstandings and wrong perceptions, 
even among our own friends. This caused trouble for us. 
However, at the end of 1982, we began to gradually cope 
with the problem. The issue is not yet over and remains 
One o1 Our main problems that we have to grapple with 
and conclusively solve. 


[Jufri] Indonesia has proposed hosting Nonaligned 
Movement summit. Does that constitute a move toward 
a more active foreign policy? 


{Alatas] That is right. Two years ago, we made an 
important decision, that is to say, if all nonaligned 
countries agree, we are ready to contribute our ideas and 
concepts, which are for the benefit of the movement 
itself because we are one of the founding members. Until 
recently, we were unable to contribute to the movement 
due to our internal situation. Now we art zeady for it. 


Then, a new problem arose, namely Nicaragua, which 
represents Latin American countries, also wants to host 
the summit. However, it does not have the full support of 
all those countries. 


We are confident that if there is a vote on this issue, we 
will win the majority. But there is a tradition of consen- 
sus in the movement's sessions. Therefore, there is now 
a deadlock [preceding word in English] as to who will 
host the summit, Indonesia or Nicaragua. Who will 
become the movement's chairman and host the summit 
will have to be decided at a ministerial meeting in 
Cyprus this September. 


[Jufri] Then what are the steps to settle this deadlock? 


[Alatas}] I will keep in touch and converse with my 
friends in the Nonaligned Movement, especially in the 
countries that are founding members or have served as 
summit hosts, such as India and Egypt. | will also contact 
Nicaragua and do some lobbying at the coming disarma- 
ment talks in New York in May. 


[Jufri] It has been mentioned for the first time in our 
broad outline of state policy that we should strengthen 
our ties with South Pacific countries. What are we going 
to do? 


{Alatas}] Along with other ASEAN countries, we will 
approach the South Pacific countries, especially Samoa, 
Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, and 
Vanuatu, which is critical of our foreign policy. We 
believe Vanuatu misunderstands us as can be seen from 
its random attacks. We should not be offended. We must 
instead try to clarify the misunderstanding and do some 
self-introspection. We have started our move toward 
= a in a bilateral manner as well as through 
ASEAN. 
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{Jufri] There used to be differences of opinica on Viet- 
nam and the PRC between Pejambon [Foreign Ministry] 
and the Indonesian Armed Forces. What about now? 


{Alatas] Such differences of opinion were in fact nonex- 
istent ia the sense that there were two schools of thought. 
Do not forget that the foreign policy of a country is 
always a combination of that country’s strategic, mili- 
tary, economic, and political interests. Therefore, in 
coping with any given problem, it is inevitable that there 
will be subtle differences on which aspect of the foreign 
policy must be emphasized and given priority. It is 
important for us to harmonize such differences. I believe 
that what used to be friction due to these subtle differ- 
ences and emphasis has now been ironed out. 


Denies Trade Ties With PRC 
BK220930 Jakarta International Service in English 
0800 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas stated in 
Jakarta yesterday that the recent report on the opening of 
both Indonesian and China's trade offices in Jakarta and 
Beijing were groundless and speculative. Speaking to 
newsmen after reporting to President Suharto, the min- 
ister said the report may only be a feeler. Minister Ali 
Alatas met President Suharto to report on the comple- 
tion of a 44th annual session of the ESCAP in Jakarta 
and his plan to depart for New York today. 


While in New York he will be saying farewell to the UN 
Secretary General Javier Peres de Cuellar. Before the 
appointment to his current post, Ali Alatas was the 
Indonesian ambassador to the UN. From New York he 
will continue his trip to Dusseldorf, West Germany, to 
attend an ASEAN-EC annual meeting. 


Leaves for New York 
BK230503 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0432 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Jakarta, April 23 (ANTARA-OANA)—Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas Friday night left for New York to 
take leave of UN Secretary General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar and the diplomatic corps accredited to the UN 
Headquarters in New York. 


Ali Alatas’ current travel abroad is the second in April, 
after his visit to the capitals of the ASEAN member 
countries on April 4 through 6 in the framework of 
introducing himself. 


During his visit to the Philippines he had the opportu- 
nity to pay a courtesy call on President Corazon Aquino 
at Malacanang Palace, Manila. 


Before becoming foreign minister, Ali Alatas was Indo- 
nesian permanent representative to the UN in New 
York. He will be replaced by Nana Sutresna, the former 
director general for political affairs of the Indonesian 
Foreign Office. 
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From New York, Foreign Minister Alatas will proceed to 
Dusseldorf, West Germany, to attend the annual 
ASEAN-European Community (EC) ministerial meet- 
ing, before returning to Indonesia on May 5. 


On May 6, Foreign Minister Ali Alatas is scheduled to 
have discussions with Japanese Foreign Minister Sosuke 
Uno who will be in Jakarta from May 5 through 7, to 
exchange views on various problems pertaining to com- 
mon Indonesia-Japan interests as well as on the interna- 
tional situation. 


Minister Cautions Against PRC’s Assurance 
BK231550 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1500 GMT 23 Apr 88 


{Text} In Jakarta this afternoon, Coordinating Minister 
for Politics and Security Sudomo eechanged views with 
Utoyo Usman, chairman of the Pancasila Indoctrination 
Board on efforts to promote pancasila culture through 
pancasila indoctrination course, which is listed as one of 
the priority tasks of the fifth development cabinet. He 
added that the promotion of pancasila culture will help 
enhance national discipline. 


Speaking to newsmen on the PRC’s assurance of nonin- 
terference in Indonesia’s internal affairs as a prerequisite 
for the normalization of diplomatic ties, Sudomo said 
the PRC should not pay lip service, but should prove it 
with deed. He aoted that Beijing Radio still often carries 
programs interfering in Indonesia’s internal affairs. The 
PRC’s assurance of noninterference is one of the require- 
ments for the normalization of diplomatic ties, which 
was frozen on 30 October 1967 in the wake of the 
G-30-S/PKI [30 September Movement/Indonesian 
Communist Party] coup attempt in 1965. Sudomo said 
Indonesian people’s vigilance does not constitute a pho- 
bia of communism, but is caused by the unpleasant and 
unforgettable experience the nation faced. Sudomo said 
people must also take into consideration communists’ 
inclination to justify all means to attain their end. 


AFP Notes Growth in Exports to PRC in 1987 
BK250906 Hong Kong AFP in English 0855 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Jakarta, April 25 (AFP)—Indonesian exports to 
China soared last year, more than quadrupling to $627 
million between 1986 and 1987 after the two countries 
opened direct trade ties, a business leader here said 
Monday. 


Plywood exports accounted for $400 million of the total, 

while Indonesia imported $360 million worth of Chinese 

goods, said Sukamdani Gitosarjono, chairman of the 

— Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KA- 
). 


In 1986, Indonesia exported $139 million in goods and 
imported goods worth $337.1 million, official figures 
said. 
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Exports should reach $800 million this year while 
imports should decrease as Indonesia has stopped buy- 
ing Chinese coal, Mr Sukamdani told reporters after 
meeting Vice President Sudharmono. 


The latest Sino-Indonesian trade figures were disclosed 
as Indonesian politicians debate whether Jakarta should 
also normalise diplomatic links with China, frozen 21 
years ago when Indonesia accused Beijing of complicity 
in a failed 1985 [as received] coup attempt. 


The two countries agreed to resume direct trade through 
their chambers of commerce in 1985 to avoid trading 
through Hong Kong and Singapore.h 


The trade arrangement with China was proceeding so 
well KADIN did not see any need to open a representa- 
tive office in Beijing, which would in any case be too 
expensive, Mr Sikandani said. 


“So far, KADIN has never proposed to open a trade 
representative office in China,” he said, possibly allud- 
ing to a proposal made by Foreign Minister Ali Alatas 
last week that the two countries open trade offices in 
each other's capital cities. 


Laos 


Presidential Decree on Election Law Issued 
BK241336 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 24 Apr 88 


(“Decree of the president of the LPDR on the promul- 
gation of the law on the election of people's representa- 
tives”; dated 19 April] 


{Text} With reference to the decision adopted at the 
national congress of people's representatives convened 
on 2 December 1975 on the appointments of the presi- 
dent of the state and the chairman of the SPC of the 
LPDR, and to Decision No 3 adopted by the SPC of the 
LPDR on 19 April 1988 on the passage and endorsement 
of the law on the election of the people's representatives, 
the president of the LPDR has issued the following 
decree: 


Article 1: The law on the election of the people’s repre- 
sentatives is officially promulgated: 


Article 2: This decree is effective on the day it is 
officially promuigated for implementation. 


[Dated] Vientiane, 19 April 1988 


[Signed] Phoumi Vongvichit, acting president of the 
state 


FBIS-EAS-88-079 
25 April 1988 


Election Date Set for June 
BK241608 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 23 Apr 88 


(“Decree issued by the chairman of the Council of 
Ministers on the implementation of the law on the 
election of people’s representatives”; dated 21 April] 


[Text] With reference to Article 33 of the law on the 
election of people's representatives, the chairman of the 
Council of Ministers has issued the following decree: 


Article 1: All the ministries, state committees, adminis- 
trative committees at all levels, the Lao Front for 
National Construction, and mass organizations at all 
levels are instructed to study and organize the implemen- 
tation of this law in a timely, correct, and strict manner. 


Article 2: In implementing this election law, all organi- 
zations mentioned above must render cooperation and 
provide facilities to the election committees at all levels 
and to all citizens who have the right to participate in the 
election. The election should give profound and exten- 
sive political life to the entire party, Army, and masses. 
It should enable the Lao citizens who are eligible to 
participate in elections to contribute to selecting their 
own representatives to the supreme state-power organi- 
zations at each level in a thorough and enthusiastic 
manner, thus making elections brilliantly successful. 


Article 3: As for necessary expenditures for holding elec- 
tions of people's representatives at various levels, to 
ensure that the elections are smoothly and effectively 
carried out, the following sectors concerned are instructed 
to take charge of planning the budgets to cover them: 


Elections at the central level: The national-level elections 
committee is responsible, in coordination with the state 
committee for economic, planning, and finance work. 


Elections at the provincial and municipal levels: The 
provincial- and municipal-level elections committee in 
coordination with the provincial- and municipal-level 
organizations for economic, planning, and finance work 
are responsible. 


Elections at the district level: The district-level election 
committee is responsible, in coordination with the dis- 
trict-level organizations for economic, planning, and 
finance work. 


Article 4: The elections of people's representatives at the 
district level throughout the country are scheduled to be 
held on 23 June 1988. As for the elections at the 
provincial, municipal, and central levels, their dates will 
be fixed and announced later. 


Article 5: The administrative committees at the grass- 
roots level are instructed to register the names of persons 
who have the right to participate in the elections in their 
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respective areas aiver this decree is officially publicized. 
This registration must be finished 40 days before elec- 
tion day. This means that it must be completed by 18 
May 1988 at the latest. 


Article 6: The committee for the election of people’s 
representatives at each level has the duty to take total 
responsibility for holding the election of people's repre- 
sentatives at its own level. Should it encounter any 
difficulties, it must urgently report such developm ents to 
the committee for the election of people's representatives 
at the next hi level so that measures can be taken to 
rectify the ies. All acts obstructing the organizing 
of the implementation of the law on the election of 
peopl:’s representatives will be legally dealt with in accor- 
dance with Articles 29, 30, and 31 stipulated in the law on 
the elections of people’s representatives. 


Article 7: This decree is effective on the day it is 
officially publicized. 


[Dated] Vientiane, 21 April 1988 


[Signed] Kaysone Phomvihan, chairman of the Council 
of Ministers 


Further on Council Decree 
BK251102 Vientiane KPL in English 0928 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 25 (OANA-KPL)—The decree by 
the chairman of the Council of Ministers on the law of 
general elections signed on April 21 is published by 
“PASASON” today. 


The decree, having seven articles, spelis out the following: 


Article 1: The ministries, state committees, administra- 
tive committees at all levels, the Lao Front for National 
Construction and mass organizations are to seriously 
and timely study and organize the implementation of the 
election law. 


Article 2: All the above institutions shall cooperate and 
provide facilities to the general election committees at all 
levels and all citizens are eligible for the election com- 
mittees. So doing, it is aimed at extensively involving the 
entire party, Army and citizenry in the affairs of genera! 
elections. It is aimed at enabling all citizens to widely 
participate in the election of their representatives to the 
supreme power institutions at all levels. 


Article 3: General elections’ expenses are to be deter- 
mined by the following bodies: 


—For the election at central level, the National General 
Election Committee together with the State Committee 
for Economy Planning and Finance are charged with the 
allocation of elections’ expenses. 
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—As far as the incurred expenses for elections at the 
provincial and prefectural levels are concerned, it is to be 
determined and covered by that level general election 
committee and the economy, planning and finance 
authorities at the same level. The same principle is 
applied with regard to the elections at the district level. 


Article 4: The general elections are to be carried out 
throughout the country on June 26 [date as received], 
1988. The elections at the provincial and prefectural 
levels are to be later fixed. 


Article 5: The election committees at the grass-roots are to 
make the lists of eligible voters within their constituencies. 
The lists are to be complete forty days before the holding of 
election day (i.e. the date line is May 18, 1988). 


Article 6: The committces for elections at all levels are 
the sole authorities in charge with the elections of 
deputies at their levels. In case of difficulties, the given 
committees are to immediately report to the next higher 
election committees which shall determine measures to 
solve the problems. 


Article 7: This decree comes into effect from the day it is 
officially announced (April 19, 1988). 


National Committee Named 
BK251324 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 23 Apr 88 


(“Decree issued by the Council of Ministers on the 
appointment of the national-level election committee”: 
dated 21 April] 


{Text) Pursuant to Article 9 of the law on the election of 
people’s representatives, which stipulates that the 
national-level election committee is formulated by the 
SPC Standing Committee in coordination with the 
Council of Ministers and the Lao Front for National 
Construction [LFNC] Central Committee, with the 
chairman of the Council of Ministers announcing its 
appointment, the chairman of the Council of Ministers 
has issued the following decree: 


Article |: The national-level election committee has been 
appointed with the following 15 persons: 


1. Lisomphon Lovansai, Political Bureau member of the 
LPRP Central Committee and acting chairman of the 
SPC, chairman; 

2. Somiat Chanthamat, secretary of the party Central 
Committee and head of the party Centra! Propaganda 
and Training Board, vice chairman, 

3. A-sang Laoli, member of the party Central Committee 
and minister of interior, vice chairman; 

4. Major General Osakan Thammatheva, member of the 
party Central Committee, deputy minister of national 
defense, and chief of the LPA General Political Depart- 
ment, vice chairman; 
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5. Ounla Sai-gnasan, member of the party Central Com- 
mittee and deputy chairman of the central-level Party 
and State Inspection and Organizational Committee, 
member; 

6. Chaleun Yiapaoheu, alternate member of the party 
Central Committee and vice chairman of the LFNC 
Central Committee, member, 

7. Somsavat Lengsavat, .irst deputy chief of the office of 
the party Central Conimittee and of the Council of 
Ministers, member; 

8. Savannalat Sai-gnavong, Standing Committee mem- 
ber and deputy secretary general of the SPC, member, 
9. Chansai Nanthavong, vice chairman of the Lao Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions, member; 

10. Phandouangchit, secretary of the Lao People’s Rev- 
olutionary Youth Union Central Committee, member, 
11. Mrs Khamman, staff officer of the Lao Federation of 
Women’s Unions, member; 

12. Channong Inthavong, member of the party committee, 
head of the propaganda and training service, and chairman 
of the LFNC of Vientiane Municipality, member, 

13. Bounteng Vongsai, vice chairman of the National 
Committee for News Agency, Newspapers, Radio, and 
Television, member; 

14. Bounkham Phimmaseng, deputy minister of finance, 
member; 

15. (Phai Oula), chief of the Legal Department of the 
Ministry of Justice, member. 


Article 2: The Standing Committee of the national-level 
election committee is appointed with seven members: 


1. Sisomphon Lovansai, chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee; 

2. Somlat Chanthamat, vice chairman of the Standing 
Committee; 

3. A-sang Laoli, vice chairman of the Standing Committee; 
4. Osakan Thammatheva, vice chairman of the Standing 
Committee; 

5. Ounla Sai-gnasan, Standing Committee member, 

6. Chaleun Yiapaoheu, Standing Committee member, 
7. Somsavat Lengsavat, Standing Committee member. 


Article 3: The rights and duties of the national-level 
election committee are spelled out in Article 9 of the law 
on the election of people’s representatives. 


Article 4: The national-level election committee is to 
closely coordinate and cooperate with the LFNC Siand- 
ing Committee in holding the elections of people's rep- 
resentatives at various levels throughout the country in a 
highly efficient manner. 


Article 5: All ministries, state committees, and provin- 
cial and municipal administrative committees must 
cooperate with and comply with the various instructions 
issued by the national-level election committee so as to 
allow the elections of people's representatives this time 
to be carried out with brilliant results. 
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Article 6: The national-level election committee has the 
right to carry out activities from the day it is officially 
apoinied by this decree until the completion of the 


ions throughout the country. 
[Dated] Vientiane, 2! April 1988 


[Signed] Kaysone Phomvihan, chairman of the Council 
of Ministers 


Ho Chi Miah City-Vientiane Meeting Held 
yr +" Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 
pr 


[Text] Vientiane, April 25 (OANA-KPL)—Delegations 
of Vientiane and Ho Chi Minh cities met here on April 
23 to review the implementation of cooperation between 
the two cities. Issues relating to the short- and long-term 
cooperation guidelines in economic and cultural spheres 
based on special solidarity and all-round cooperation 
between Vientiane and Ho Chi Minh cities were dis- 
cussed at the meeting. 


The Vientiane delegation was led by Sisavat Keoboun- 
phan, Politburo member of the LPRP CC, secretary of 
the Vientiane party committee and mayor of Vientiane. 


The Ho Chi Minh delegation was headed by Vo Tran 
Tri, member of the CPV CC, secretayy of Ho Chi Minh 
City party committee. 


The Vietnamese delegation arrived here in the same day 
and was met at the airport by Phimpha Thepkham- 
heuang, alternate member of the LPRP CC, deputy- 
secretary of the Vientiane party Committee, and other 
high ranking officials. 


Ambassador of the SRV to Laos Nguyen Xuan was also 
present at the airport. 


Hanoi Delegation Departs 
ae April 23 (OANA-KPL)—A delegation of Hanoi 
party and led 


Keobounphan, 
Joi peo Ho ne rg hall mcg 

with other Officials. Nguyen Xuan, 
dor of the SRV, and Li Hach, charge d'affaires a.i. of the 
PRK to Laos, were also present at the airport to bid farewell 
to the . [Text] [BK231020 Vientiane KPL English 
0905 G. 23 Apr 88) 
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Provincial Cooperation With SRV 


Vientiane, April 22 (KPL)—Cooperation between Lao 
a Binh Prov- 


erating. acenen, Nee Tan Ewen sister 
in veterinarian activities and rice 


of U.S. Base Workers’ Wages Urged 
HK240512 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0400 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Senators Ernesto Maceda and Ernesto Herrera 
said local base workers must be paid on the same basis as 
their counterparts in Japan and South Korea if the U.S. 
wants to maintain its military facilities in the country. 
The senators said the Senate will be unlikely to ratify any 
agreement extending the life of the bases beyond 1991 
unless and privileges of base workers are 
improved during the bases review. 


U.S. Naval Attache James Murphy and senior officers 
from the U.S. Subic Naval Base in Olongapo listened 
attentively to these remarks made last night by the two 
senators. 


Herrera said the United States must show its sincerity by 
raising the wages of the base workers. He said the 
Philippine employes should receive the same compensa- 
tion as those in Korea, Japan, and America. 


Meanwhile, U.S. Embassy spokeswoman (Mary Carleen) 
yesterday said the Philippine workers could not be given 
the same pay as their counterparts. She said this is 
because of the law requiring that all such workers receive 
wages equivalent to private sector standards in the 
particular country. The Philippines, with per capita 
GNP of less than $600, has one of the lowest average 
wages in the world. 


Base Union Demands Deportation of 
HK220751 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Apr 88 p 7 


[Text] Some 45,000 Filipino workers in the US bases are 
seeking the deportation of three American civilian super- 
visors who ordered the illegal search of the 
lockers of their Filipino subordinates last April 14. 
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In a formal complaint filed with Rear Admiral Theodore 
Lewin, Subic naval base commander, the Federation of 
Filipino Civilian Employees’ Associations (FFCEA) in 
both Subic and Clark said the searches were “arbitrary” 
and violative of the rights of the workers, and “nothing 
but a form of harassment.” 


Roberto Flores, FFCEA president, identified the three 
Americans as Richard Weary, Eileen Mitchell and Linda 
Hael, all supervisors of the Subic material department. 


Flores said the three apparently ordered the search in 
answer to the complaint filed last March 14 by the 
Filipino workers under them who claimed that the 
supervisors were “‘anti-Filipino.” 


Flores said that immediately after the complaint was 
filed, four Filipina workers were dismissed. He identi- 
fied them as Morena Malazarie, Myra Dimalanta, Agnes 
Alcazar and Elizabeth Macapagal, all assistant procure- 
ment officers. 


In the new complaint, Flores said the federation is 
pressing for nothing less than the immediate deportation 
of the three Americans and the reinstatement of the four 
Filipina employees. 


Flores warned that if Lewin fails to make a “fair reply,” 
he would elevate the complaint to the courts or to the 
Joint Labor Committee, the arbitration arm in the bases 
composed of representatives from the US and the Phil- 
ippines. 


Flores explained that the federation had caused the 
deportation of many American civilian supervisors who 
had been found to be “arrogant” and “anti-Filipino.” 


He cited the case of the manager of the EN Club who was 
deported despite his 20-year stay in the couniry. 


Flores said that American supervisors changed hands 
frequently and senior base officials usually fail to orient 
the new personnel about dealing with Filipino workers. 


Flores added that the new supervisors are not even aware 
of the provisions of the new collective bargaining agree- 
ment (CBA) which protects the workers against illegal 
and unreasonabie searches. 


Before the CBA was approved, Flores said that American 
supervisors and other military personnel even bodily 
searched the employees, at times asking them to undress. 
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SRV Official Arrives for Talks on Spratly Issue 
HK2504092588 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 


INQUIRER in English 25 Apr 88 pp !, 8 
[By Jim Gomez] 


[Text] A ranking Vietnamese official arrived in Manila 
yesterday amid escalating conflict over a chain of islands 
in the South China Sea claimed by several governments. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co flew in yester- 
day afternoon but refused to reveal details of the talks he 
is scheduled to hold with President Aquino and other 
government officials. 


Co was met at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
by Foreign Undersecretary Manuel Yan, although the 
government did not formally announce beforehand that 
the Vietnamese official was arriving. 


Co’s three-day visit, described by Vietnamese Ambassa- 
dor Luu Dinh Ve [as] “sudden,” follows recent efforts by 
officials of both countries to resolve controversies 
involving Hanoi and Manila. 


“I can only say that the purpose of the visit is to better 
relations between the two countries and take up bilateral 
and regional issues to which both sides are concerned,” 
Co told reporters. 


Co's visit, the first by a Vietnamese official since Ms. 
Aquino came to power in 1986, comes amid the rising 
tension in the South China Sea because of the dispute 
over the Spratly islands. 


The dispute has recently ied to a naval clash between 
Vietnam and China, two of five countries which are 
wholly or partly claiming the cluster of islands. 


The Philippines (which claims some of the islands it calls 
Kalayaan), China (which calls the islands Nansha) and 
the Kuomintang regime on Taiwan are also claiming the 
group of reefs, shoals and islets. 


The Spratlys are believed to contain rich petroleum 
deposits. 


The Vietnamese deputy foreign minister's arrival also 
coincides with the ongoing review of the RP [Republic of 
the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agreement which 
will determine the fate of several American military 
installations in the country. 


Washington has argued its installations here, which 
include the giant Clark air base in Pampanga and the 
Subic naval base in Zambales, are necessary to counter 
what it describes as the growing Soviet military presence 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 


The United States has claimed the Soviet Union main- 
tains military facilities in Vietnam. 
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Declines To Elaborate 
BK241154 Hong Kong AFP in English 0912 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


{Text} Manila, April 24 (AFP)—Vietnamese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co arrived here Sunday 
for a three-day visit and talks with Philippine officials. 


Mr. Co told reporters that he will discuss with Philippine 
Foreign Department officials “bilateral and regional 
issues which are both our concern.” He declined to 
elaborate. 


Mr. Co, who is leading the first official Vietnamese 
delegation to visit Manila since President Corazon 
Aquino came to power in 1986, is on a Southeast Asian 
tour. 


Official Philippine sources have said Mr. Co’s meetings 
here could center on the dispute over the strategic 
Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. 


Chinese and Vietnamese forces clashed march 14 in the 
Spratlys, which are claimed in whole or in part by China, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Taiwan and Malaysia. 


Mr. Co’s trip comes a week after Mrs. Aquino’s state 
visit to China. 


Mrs. Aquino said last week that she and Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping had agreed in Beijing to “shelve” the 
Spratlys issue. 


Mr. Co reiterated Sunday that Vietnam and the Philip- 
pines were two countries which have “very good friendly 
relations without any frequent occasion to see each 
other.” 


Assures No Use of Force 
HK2504093388 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Tran Quang Co, deputy foreign affairs minister of 
Vietnam, today emphasized that his country would not 
resort to force in resolving regional conflicts arising from 
the Spratly Islands issue. Tran said the issue would be 


settled through peace negotiations and through diplo- 
matic channels. 


The Spratly Islands are also claimed by the Philippines 
and China. 


Tran called on all parties to refrain from using force so as 
not to create new problems in the region. He stated that 
Vietnam would also like to reach an understanding with 
China on the Spratly issue in order to improve its 
relations with China. 
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However, no one believed him when Tran declared that 
there were no Soviet bases in Vietnam. And his state- 
ment that a U.S. withdrawal of bases from the Philip- 
pines would not go unanswered by the Russians was 
contradictory to his earlier declaration. 


From the Philippine International Convention Center, 
Rey Alquiza reporting for DZRH. 


2-Hour Meeting Held 
HK2504112988 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Both the Philippines and Vietnam gave assur- 
ances that they would adopt peaceful means to resolve 
the claims over the Spratly Islands. This was the decision 
reached following a 2-hour meeting between Foreign 
Affairs Undersecretary Manuel Yan and visiting Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co of Vietnam. 


Aside from the Philippines and Vietnam, China and 
Malaysia also claim sovereignty over the Spratly Islands. 


Undersecretary Yan explained that Kalayaan Island, 
which is claimed by the Philippines, lies outside the 
scope of the Spratly Islands. 


[Begin Yan recording in English] This was reiterated 
during the visit in the latter part of 1978 of Prime 
Minister Phan Van Dong in a joint communique issued 
with the then President Marcos. They agreed likewise 
that any problems arising between our two countries 
should be settled peacefully, in the spirit of friendship 
and without using force. 


And we agreed to reexamine the trade between our two 
countries in order to see where we can further intensify 
and increase the volume of trade. 


And we also talked about the possibility of negotiating a 
government-to-government air services agreement. [end 
recording] 


The Vietnamese deputy minister was also interviewed by 
the media. Deputy Minister Tran Quang Co stated that 
contrary to claims made by the Americans, the Cam 
Ranh Bay is not a Soviet military base, adding that the 
Russians are allowed to use only part of Cam Ranh Bay 
for repair of their ships. 


Discusses Peace 
OW25 1307 Tokyo KYODO in English 1223 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


{Text} Manila, April 25 KYODO—A senior Vietnamese 
Official said on Wednesday his government will not 
resort to violence in settling regional disputes, including 
those over the Spratly Islands, and declared Hanoi will 
never be used as a launching pad by the Soviet Union to 
attack neighboring nations. 


FBIS-EAS-88-079 
25 April 1988 


Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co., who 
is here on visit, also urged the creation of an organization 
that will unify the whole of Southeast Asia and diffuse 
tension in the region. 


“We have agreed that every conflicting claim in the 
region, including the Spratly Islands, has to be resolved 
in a peaceful manner and through diplomatic channels,” 
Tran told Filipino reporters after meeting with his Fili- 
arg counterpart, Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Man- 
uel Yan. 


“Every side must refrain from using force and must not 
Create hot spots. That’s not in the interest of any coun- 
try,” he said. 


Last March, Vietnam and China engaged in a naval 
battle over the islands which lie in the South China Sea. 
The Philippines, Taiwan, and Malaysia also claim the 
whole or part of the island group. 


Tran said his government was “strongly committed” in 
not allowing the Soviet Union to use “any part” of 
Vietnam “as a foreign base against any country.” 


Tran arrived here Sunday for a three-day official visit 
that will include talks with Foreign Affairs Secretary 
Raul Manglapus. A meeting with President Corazon 
Aquino has not been scheduled. 


He is the most senior Vietnamese official to visit Manila 
since Aquino took power in 1986. 


Tran said that reports that Vietnam was supporting local 
communists fighting the Aquino government were “pure 
fabrication.” 


Asked if Vietnam wanted to become a member of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Tran 
said we sincerely wish that in the whole of Southeast Asia 
there will be only one organization.“ 


“No more two groups in confrontation. If there are two 
groups [there] will be room for outside interference,” he 


ASEAN groups the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and Brunei. 


He said that Vietnam supports the ASEAN proposal of 
Creating a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality (ZOP- 
FAN) “to create a shield ... of cooperation” in the region. 


“This means having a nuclear-free zone ... so that means 
no foreign (military) bases in the region,” he said. 
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USSR Observers Due for Asian Bank Meeting 
HK220447 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] The Soviet Union will be sending two observers to 
Manila, in connection with its wish to become a member 
of the Asian Development Bank [ADB]. The Soviet 
Embassy has not said when Moscow will file a member- 
ship application with the bank, but it announced that the 
observers would arrive in time for the ADB’s yearly 
meeting which takes place on April 28-30. 


Meanwhile a shareholder in the bank said that the 
United States will have a say about the USSR’s desire for 
membership because of the possibility that this could 
create problems [makagulu] in the agency. Under the 
ADB’s voting system, it is possible that the U.S. may not 
be able to obtain sufficient votes in order to prevent the 
Soviet Union’s entry into the bank. 


USSR Denies Visit Linked to Bases Talks 
HK230837 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] The Philippines is awaiting a visit to the country 
next week by a parliamentary delegation from the Soviet 
Union headed by a leader of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet. The delegation is expected to meet with 
President Aquino, Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus and members of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. This will be the first encounter between 
Philippine and Soviet legislators. 


Meanwhile, the USSR Embassy denied that the visit was 
connected with the ongoing review of the RP [Republic 
of the Philippines}-U.S. Military Bases t. The 
Soviet Union opposes the maintenance of foreign mili- 
tary bases in the country and has offered to remove its 
own military installations in Vietnam if all U.S. military 
installations are withdrawn from the Southeast Asian 
region and the Pacific. 


Japan Said Willing To Help Stop Rebels’ Funds 
OW230559 Tokyo KYODO in English 0509 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


{Text} Manila, April 23 KYODO—Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus said the Japanese Government is will- 
ing to stop the flow of funds to communist rebels from 
private groups in Japan but wanted Philippine authori- 
ties to restrict the travel of suspected fund-raisers. 


Manglapus told reporters when he arrived from a six-day 
visit to Japan on Friday that the matter was brought up 
during talks on the insurgency in the Philippines with 
Japanese officials. 


He said Japanese Foreign Ministes Sosuke Uno took the 
position “against any contribution to violence.” 
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Former Defense Secretary Rafael Heto said that the 
outlawed Communist Party of the Philippines received 
some 8 million dollars in 1987 from foreign donors 
through front organizations in Manila. 


He said the amount was a conservative estimate and 
topped the 2.5 million dollars the rebels got the previous 
year. He declined to name the foreign fund sources. 


The military has said that foreign nongovernmental 
Organizations, including church-backed institutions, 
supported the rebels in the guise of aid programs for 
urban and rural poor communities and channeled funds 
through labor and education groups. 


The communist-led New People’s [Army] (NPA), with 
an estimated 25,000 full-time and part-time guerrillas, 
has been waging a “people’s war” for the past 19 years 
largely unaided by foreign supporters. 


Guards Killed Protecting Japanese Businessman 
yyy Tokyo KYODO in English 0024 GMT 
Apr 


[Text] Davao, Philippines April 23 KYODO—Two 
security guards of a Japanese businessman were killed by 
unidentified men outside of his house in a plush subdi- 
vision here, police said Friday. 


The slain security guards were identified as Lorenzo 
Gomez and Alberto Umagas, both assigned to guard the 
house of businessman Takeji Nishizawa, 45. Nishizawa 
was unharmed, police said. 


Police Lt. Daniel Coral said the men, who could have 
been robbers, failed to enter Nishizawa’s house because 
the victims fired warning shots before they were stabbed 
to death about | a.m. on Thursday. 


Japanese consular official Kaisaku Kawamoto said that 
he doubted robbery was the motive of the assailants nor 
was it related to rebel threats against Japanese firms 
linked to the government’s antiinsurgency drive. 


Kawamoto admitted that Nishizawa’s company had 

labor problems but theorized that the attackers mighi 

have heid gtudges against the victims. Nishizawa was 

assi by his firm, Takeda Chemical Indu..nes, to 
in its subsidiary here, he said. 

Nishizawa told KYODO News Service that he was the 

manager of the Davao Central Chemical Corp., a Filipi- 


no-Japanese joint venture company based in Davao City 
.590 miles south of Manila. 


He said in a telephone interview that he had transferred 
residence because the robbers might return to his former 


Nishizawa declined to say where his new residence was. 
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The Japanese resident official said that Nishizawa, 
whose family remained in Japan, arrived in the Philip- 
pines in February this year and has since stayed in 
Davao City. 


Communists Said Infiltrating Foreign Ministry 
HK240434 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 in English 
0400 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Communist agents have reportedly infiltrated the 
Department of Foreign Affairs [DFA]. Quoting intelli- 
gence sources, newspaper columnist Ruther Batuigas 
said some of these communists are holding key positions 
in the department. 


According to the report, the military has uncovered the 
setup from documents seized during the arrest recently 
of top communist officials in Metro Manila. The docu- 
ments reportedly show that some of the communist 
leaders had travelled abroad frequently, and that their 
trips were facilitated by their comrades in the DFA. 


Captured recently during a series of lightning raids in 
Metro Manila were communist leaders Rafael Baylosis, 
Romulo Kintanar, Napoleon Manuel, Benjamin de 
Vera, and others. 


Batuigas also quoted an intelligence source who said that 
an aide of Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus is a 
top deep-penetration agent of the Communist Party of 
the Philippines. 


NDF Claims Formation of Shadow Governments 
HK240438 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0400 GMT 24 Apr 88 


{Text} The communist-led National Democratic Front 
or NDF has claimed that shadow governmental struc- 
tures are now being formed at various levels in many 
parts of the country. In a press release, the NDF said the 
setting up of these alternative government structures 
highlights the NDF’s 15th founding anniversary today. 
The NDF statement said these grass-roots structures for 
a revolutionary government are now being established at 
the municipal, district, and provincial levels. 


Farther on Government 
HK2504052088 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Communist rebels warned they were systemati- 
cally laying down the foundations of a revolutionary 
government through out the country. 


In a statement commemorating the | 5th anniversary of 
the founding of the National Democratic Front, the 
rebels also boasted they have supporters all over the 
world. At the same time the rebeis claimed thai the 
Filipinos were turning to communism in increasing 
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numbers. The statement noted that ihe organs of demo- 
cratic political power are now being established on the 
municipal, provincial, district levels in various parts of 
sonia 


CPP-NPA Said F ‘Political Army’ 
HK201109 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 20 Apr 88 


bey ext] The CPP [Communist Party of the Philippines}- 


extensive and massive | 


that you know somethi Quick Reaction 
ona be Is Quick different gto the Eeaie a unit? 


ng mee Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
Movement of the Philippines). fend recording} 


According to Aguirre, the government must i 


General Political Strike Possible 
327 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
20 Apr 88 p 3 


[By Joey Salgado} 


[Text} The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), 
reporting the “rapid advance” of a militant labor move- 
ment, said a “general political strike” against the Aquino 
government is possible in the near future. 
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The CPP’s Trade Union Collective, in an article pub- 
lished in the CPP organ ANG BAYAN (THE NATION), 
ee ee eee “new politi- 


“The fighting capability of the workers’ movement must 
be consolidated and further advanced. The broad masses 
of the workers must be shown that no significant change 
is taking place under the current dispensation. Their 
poverty and oppression will only worsen for so long as 
the system dominated by U.S. imperialism remains 
entrenched in the country,” it said. 


ANG BAYAN said workers under President Aquino’s 
a tion still suffer from low wages and repressiv< 
ws. 


It cited more than 1,145 cases of violations of workers’ 
human rights recorded in 1986 and 1987, of which 654 
were cases of illegal arrests—and 58 killings of trade 
unionists and organizers. 


“As the vanguard of the proletariat, the Party must 
direct the workers’ anger toward advancing the revolu- 
tionary alternative,” ANG BAYAN, said. 


The article also called for the promotion of political 
activism among workers and the ing of the 
party’s labor arm, the Revolutionary Council of Trade 
Unions (RCTU). 


revolutionary leadership 

tae 4 weliicel sree “fo 
reac- 
maning pins general pla ie agi the rea 


; be 
involved in economic struggies that would “prepare the 
workers’ fighting capability in the political arena.” 


Aquino Starts Visits to Government Departments 
HK220541 City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0500 GMT 22 Apr 88 


NO ee en ae Oe eee oe 
to departments as part of her scheme to 


Farther on Controversy Over Copyright Bill 


Calis for Debate 
BK230151 yoo BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Apr 88 p 3 


[Excerpts] House Speaker Chuan Likphai said yesterday 
attempts should not be made to delay or postpone debate 
on the Copyright Amendment Bill, and there is no 
reason to dissolve the House if some coalition MPs split 
with the government. 


Although admitting that attempts could be made to 
postpone debate on the bill because of fears that Demo- 
Crat dissident opposition could force a dissolution, the 
Trang MP said: 


“We should not try to resist, but face the truth.” 


The House Speaker denied that he allowed the House 
debate on Thursday to drag on so as to postpone debate 
on the controversial bill. 


MP Chuan said he saw no reason why the House had to 
be dissolved because of problems with the bill. 


He said that although some government MPs seem to have 
Government is still strong and has 230 MPs. 


MP Chuan said the dissidents only number 30, and if 60 
or 70 government MPs defect to the Opposition or if the 
Government defeats the Opposition only by a slim 
majority, it should examine its stability and consider 
dissolving Parliament. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Democrat dissident MP Chaturon Chai- 
saeng (Chachoengsao) said it was not right to blame the 
January 10 group for the possibility of Parliament being 


He said the dissidents are opposing the bill because they 
believe it is in the national interest to do so. 

The government would need a very good reason to 
dissolve the House, he said. 

reo ay pin en Geeks rp ti wg og abot 
issue is not tent reason to dissolve the House, he 
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He claimed that dissolution fears are being spread by 
those close to Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon to ensure 
passage of the bill. 


Gen Prem has said the no-confidence motion is meant 
only for him, according to Chat Thai MP for Phetchabun 
Pancha Kesonthong. 


Party Leaders Want 
BK230123 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 Apr 88 pp 1, 2 


{By THE NATION’s political staff] 


[Text] Government coalition leaders want to postpone 
the second and final readings of the ight amend- 
ment until after the censure debate on May 9. 


They said yesterday they are afraid that a poor showing 
by the government coalition on the controversial bill will 
tempt Premier Prem Tinsulanon to dissolve the House. 


Secretaries-general of the four government parties met at 
Government House yesterday to discuss their prepara- 
tions for the censure debate and their ideas on how to 
handle the bill in the wake of uncertainty in the Demo- 
crat Party toward the bill. 


Dissident Democrats in the Group of January 10 
remained firm yesterday on their opposition to the bill. 
They want the biil to explicitly exclude computer soft- 

ware copyright from protection. The government wants 
to henve Glan Gaineiinn Gf cumninntar calibre ceppstaha fer 
future litigation in Thai courts. 


The secretary-general of one government party said after 
the meeting that the government coalition no longer 
worries about the censure. But it worries about embar- 
rassment during the debate. 


Last November, only i75 MPs voted for the bill in its 
first reading in the 347-member House; 133 MPs, 
including many dissident Democrats voted against it, 
and 5 MPs abstained. 


Democrat Party, which has 99 MPs (out of 234 MPs in 
the government coalition), has not decided how it will 
vote on the bill when it comes for second and final 
readings. 


Deliberation on the bill in the House. scheduled for last 
Thursday afternoon, was postponed until next Thursday 
amid fear of a House dissolution. 


Government coalition leaders will meet again on Mon- 
day to decide if the copyright amendment should be 
re-scheduled a second time. 
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Dissident Democrat MPs yesterday reaffirmed their 
stance in opposing the copyright amendment while a 
senior party whip indicated that bill opponents may face 


expulsion. 


The confrontation was seen as a recurrence of the 
longsta‘sding party in-fighting amid widespread (cars 
among MPs of a House dissolution. 


Chachoengsao MP Chaturon Chaisaeng, a member of 
the Group of Jan 10, said Premier Prem has 1 > justifi- 
able excuse for dissolving the House even if the «_aend- 
ment was not passed. 


“We object to the amendment from the very beginning 
and we are objecting to it now. Thailand will stand to 
lose if the vaguely-worded amendment becomes law,” 
Chaturon said. 


Party whip and Songkhla MP Trairong Suwannakiri said 
the bill will go through the House even if the dissidents 
vote against it. But he noted that the bill may pass with 
a narrow margin. 


“Even if the bill was passed by only a one-vote margin, | 
believe the premier won't dissolve the House. He surely 
Pe ee See oe oe Sree ee oes leader,” 


“But those who vote against the copyright bill cannot 
expect to escape scot-free. Their misbehaviour will not 
just vanish into thin air,” 


After the House vote on the copyright law, the party will 
consicier ousting any Democrat MPs who vote against 
the Lill, he said. Trairong said the dissident MPs have 
ulterior motives in opposing the bill. 


But Decho Sawannanon, a key dissenter, sai 
about 30 other dissident MPs are not afraid of 
expulsion threat and will vote against the bill. 


re 
x 
at 


“We are determiend to vote against the bill. No one is 
afraid of being expelled from the party. Nor does any- 
body care if — will dissolve the House or 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Meanwhile, Chan Manutham, Prem’s chief adviser, told 

THE NATION that the postponement of the copyright 

amendment debate was prompted by a delay tactic 

Se Se ere oe or ae 8 ee 
ution. 


He said the postponement affords the opposition MPs 
more time to lobby among themselves to vote for the law 
to avoid a possible House dissolution. 


Some opposition leaders reportedly want opposition 
MPs to vote as a block to pass the copyright bill, to avoid 
giving the premier an excuse to dissolve the House 
before the censure debate. 


“Even if the bill is passed despite opposition from the 
Democrat dissenters, the prime minister still might resort to 
dissolving the House, no one can tell,” Chan said. 


Democrat Party Members Comment 
BK250129 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] The government’s only way out if the dissident 
Democrats vote against the copyright bill is to dissolve 
the House of Representatives, Democrat Party secretary 
general Sanan Khachonprasat said yesterday. 


But Sanan told THE NATION that the government 
should defer the second and final readings of the bill, 
which were rescheduled for this Thursday [28 April]. 


“It should be postponed until after the no-confidence 
debate,” he said. 


There are concerns that opposition to the bill by govern- 
ment MPs, especially dissidents in the January 10 Group 
of the Democrat Party, will embarrass Premier Prem 
Tinsulanon and prompt him to dissolve the House. 


The readings of the bill were originally scheduled for last 
Thursday. 


The January 10 Group commands about 35 MPs though 
it is still not clear how many of them oppose the bill. 


poor agg ag oe he ge Bae pe eee mage 
in Thailand, should be taken up after the 


will vote against the bill because it does not specifically 
exclude computer software. 


bill leaves the question of computer software to be 
decided by Thai courts. 
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He suggested that the bill be reviewed; “otherwise the 
January 10 Group will vote against it despite the threat 
of a House dissolution.” 


But Chaloemphan said he did not believe that Prem 
would dissolve the House. He said a rejection of the 
copyright bill should not be used as an excuse for a 


Pancha Kesonthong (Chat Thai-Phetchabun), however, 
said the government should not give in to the demand of 
the January 10 Group, which he said represents only a 
manority. 


Pancha, who is a government whip, said it was possible 
that the House would be dissolved if the Democrats vote 
against the bill. 


But another Chat Thai MP, Prachak Sawangchit, hinted 
at support for the Democrat dissidents. 


He said the Democrats showed good intention in want- 
ing the bill to exclude protection for computer software. 


Prachak predicted “problems” if the computer software 
issue is not resolve but failed to specify his own stand. 


Deputy Public Health Minister Watcharin Ketawandi 
(Democrat-Loei) said it would be a serious breach of 
political etiquette if the Democrat dissidents vote 
against the bill. “And that could lead to a House disso- 
lution,” he said. 


Prem Sends Letter of Thanks to 
BK230224 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Apr 88 p 1 


(Words in italics as published] 


[Text] Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon yesterday 

thanked US President Ronald Reagan for “verbal and 

= support” during the Ban Romklao border con- 
ict. 


In a letter dated April 15 and delivered by Foreign 
Minister Sitthi Sawetsila y, Gen Prem also 
thanked Mr R. deferring the GSP [Generalized 
System of ealibeanen decision on Thailand until 
December 15. 


Gen Prem urged Mr Reagan to persuade Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev during the May summit to become 
involved in resolving the Kampuchean conflict. 


“I wish to express my sincere gratitude for the verbal as 
well as material support that the United States Govern- 
ment provided to Thailand during our recent border 
clashes with invading Lao forces who were trained by 
Vietnamese military advisors and equipped with Soviet 
weapons. 


“Your timely assistance has reaffirmed our confidence 
in the United States as our treaty ally and friend in 
need,” the letter said. 


The letter added: 


“I also would like to express my sincere thanks for your 
recent announcement regarding the deferral of the GSP 
decision on Thailand to 15 December 1988. 


“My coalition government will do our best to see that a 
draft amendment to our Copyright Act extending pro- 
tection to works of US nationals and companies be 
enacted into law this year. 


“Your sympathetic understanding of the difficulty that 
my coalition government has had to face in steering this 


a through our turbulent parliamentary politics 
much appreciated.” 


Gen Prem said Thai officials would continue to carry on 
further dialogue with US officials on “other intellectual 
property issues of mutual interest”. 


The premier said Thailand would also be willing to work 
closely with the US on these issues as well as on the 
agricultural subsidy issues in the Uruguay-round negcti- 
ations. 


Gen Prem informed Mr Reagan he would visit Moscow 
next month. 


“My mission for this trip would be to urge the Soviet 
Government to induce Vietnam to negotiate directly 
with Prince Sihanouk and to accelerate the total with- 
drawal of its troops from Kampuchea. 


“I shall seek also to impress on the Soviet leadership that 
a durable peace in Kampuchea does not mean only the 
absence of Vietnamese troops who could return at any 
time but also the neutralisation of that country whose 


Security Counc *’ at Kampuchea wou'd never again 
be a threat to « ver neighbours.” 
The premier added 


resolving the Kampuchean problem if it truely wants a 
peaceful international environment which it has claimed 
as a prerequisite for the success of its glasnost 


perestroyka policies.” 


and 
On behalf of the Thai Government and pvople, Gen 
Prem thanked Mr Reagan “for having been the best 
friend of Thailand during the past eight years. 
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Gen Chawalit, also action-supreme commander, said he 
would resign from ali military posts, including director- 
ship of the state-owned Thai Military Bank. 


Asked what he would do if his “boss” rejects his resig- 
nation, Gen Chawalit retorted, “You (reporters) tell me 
what to do.” 


However, he added that as a military officer he cannot 
disobey his superior; he will follow his ““boss’s” orders. 


After Gen Chawalit was appointed to the top army post 
on May 27, 1986, he declared that he would hold the post 
for only two years. After that he would go into early 
retirement so that senior generals under him could 
advance their careers in the Army. 


Gen Chawalit said in his speech to 338 army cadets who 
entered monkhood at the temple that one can minimize 
suffering by controlling desire. He reportedly has plans 
to enter monkhood at this Banglamung temple after he 
quits the Army. 


He told reporters he has no desire for political appoint- 
ment after his resignation. “I would rather not (take a 
Cabinet post),” he said when asked if he would accept 
the defence portfolio. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Phaniang has often said Gen 
Chawalit is the most suitable person to replace him at the 
Defence Ministry. Phaniang says he is in poor health and 
wants to rest as soon as he can. 


Gen Chawalit wouldn't disclose whom he would recom- 
mend as his preference for his successor at the top army 
post. “Go ask some fortune teller,” he told reporters who 
asked him to give some hints of his preference. 


Assistant Army Commander in Chief Pichit Kunlawanit, 
who is widely tipped as the most likely choice for the top 
army post, was suminoned by Prem to Government 
House for a private meeting yesterday morning. 


After meeting with Prem, Gen Pichit deciined to divulge 
what was discussed. 


The hush-hush meeting, which coincided with Gen Cha- 
walit’s announcement of his resignation, strengthened 
the belief that Gen Pichit will succeed Gen Chawalit. 


Gen Chawalit said reports about him having a rift with 
Prem were cooked up by wishful thinkers. 


These reports originated from Prem’s recent decision to 
take away from the Army the Green E-san programme to 
develop the Northeast, and the relatively passive 
response of the Army to the Opposition’s attempt to 
censure the Prem administration in the House. Last 
April, senior army officers actively lobbied against a 
similar censure attempt. 
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Gen Chawalit said he disagrees witht he government's 
plan to replace the Green E-san with a new 
one. He said a better alternative is to incorporate the 
Army into the National Rural Development Board 
which oversees the planning of all development projects. 


He said that if Prem was really upset with him, he would 
have no other choice but to continue serving Prem like a 
loyal subordinate. 


“Even if he doesn’t ask for help, | will still try to help him 
in any way I can,” Gen chawalit said. 


“This is my principle. Refusing to help him (Prem) is 
ungrateful,” the Army chief added. 


He also asked reporters to stop criticizing Prem, saying 
that anyone who has served as premier for over eight 
years must have a great deal of care for people. “Don’t 
accuse him (Prem) of this and that. It’s no? nice, espe- 
cially during the hot season like now,” Gen Chawalit 
said. 


Details of Arms Purchase From PRC 
BK240448 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Apr 88 p 7 


[From the “Inprint” column] 


[Text] China is fast becoming a supplier of hardware to 
the armed forces, offering almost giveaway prices and 
irresistible conditions in government-to-government 
deals, LAK THAI reports. 


According to the weekly, Acting Supreme Commander 
and Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut on March 4 approved the purchase of several 
items and work is under way on the draft of an agree- 
ment to be signed with China North, one of China’s five 
major arms producers. 


The items to be purchased include 23 T 69-2 tanks, 360 
T 63-2 armoured personnel carriers, a radar for control- 
ling anti-aircraft artillery, a SAM HN-S missile training 
system, ammunition for 130 mm artillery guns and eight 
minesweepers. 


The bill will come to 1,187,789,200 baht but it can be 
paid over a period of six years, with no increase in 
interest. Some of the items can be delivered immediate- 
ly, others within six months. 


The T 69-2 tanks are being sold at 9.1 million baht 
each—against the normal world market price of US$9 
million for tanks from elsewhere. 


The price further represents a reduction by half of the 
price offered for the first lot of T 69-2 tanks bought for 
the cavalry in Saraburi. 


an 
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China at the same time has agreed to provide all the 
accessories needed—notably fitting the tanks with 105 
mm instead of 100 [as published] artillery guns with 
which the earlier lot were equipped. The favourable 
terms came after Thailand had to make a number of 
modifications with the first batch, LAK THAI notes. 


At the Navy, China’s Shipbuilding Company has offered 
to sell four 1,900-ton frigates, fully equipped with weap- 
Ons and communications equipment, at 2,400 million 
baht—or only 600 million baht each, the weekly says. 


It has also offered to supply the Navy with three Romeo 
fully-equipped submarines at only 1,000 million baht if 
bought in one lot—or 500 million baht each if bought 


separately. 


Such prices “can’t be found anywhere else,” notes the 
weekly which titled its main story on the subject “Chi- 
nese tanks—good products at reasonable prices.” 


The “incredible” deals however, may not be to the liking 
of private arms dealers, observers note. 


Vietnamese ‘Ambush’ Kills 4 Border Policemen 
BK230337 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
23 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Buriram—Four border patrol policemen were 
killed and another seriously injured in an ambush by 
Vietnamese forces at a strategic border point in this 
= province yesterday morning, local authori- 
ties said. 


They said the ambush took place around 9:30 am at 
Chong O’Bok in Ban Kruat District which was a scene of 
fierce fighting between Thai and Vietnamese forces in 
late 1986. Authorities said the five were among 31 
border patrol policemen from Surin-based unit who were 
patrolling the area inside Thai territory. 


The Vietnamese forces hurled a grenade at the police- 
men and a small firearms fight ensued. 


The four policemen who died were identified as Pol 
[Police] Cpl Thanawat Intharasuwan, Pol Cpl Sa-nga 
Wannasri, Son Chensukchai, Surakrai Chaimuang. The 
only injured was identified as Pol Sgt Maj Bunchuai 
Chansuadi. 


It was not known whether the other side suffered any 
casualties. 
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Vietnam 


Official on Spratlys, Pullout From Cambodia 
Ay my Tokyo KYODO in English 0457 GMT 
Apr 88 


{Text} Kuala Lumpur, April 22 KYODO—Vietnam will 
withdraw its troops from Kampuchea in 1990 “‘defini- 
tively and unilaterally” even if there will be no political 
solution to the nine-year-old Kampuchean problem, 
Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co said 
Friday. 


“We will withdraw definitively and totally Vietnamese 
soldiers from Kampuchea (in 1990),” he told reporters. 


He added, however, “from now until then, we will 
cooperate closely with Indonesia and other ASEAN 
countries to try to find out a peaceful solution (of the 
regional conflict).” 


“In case there is still no political solution in 1990,” he 
added, “then we will solve the Kampuchean problem 
unilaterally by withdrawing all our troops from Kampu- 
chea.” 


“*] cannot say the exact date,” Tran said in response to a 
question as to when in 1990 Vietnam will pull out its 
troops from Kampuchea. 


The six-member ASEAN, which also includes Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Brunei, has 
been demanding the withdrawal of Vietnamese soldiers 
estimated at 140,000. 


Tran met reporters at the end of a five-day visit here. 


Referring to peace talks between Kampuchean resistance 
movement leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk and Hun 
Sen, prime minister of the Hanoi-backed government in 
Phnom Penh, Tran described the negotiations as a “step 
forward in the direction of opening the process to find a 
political solution of the Kampuchean problem.” 


The two held two rounds of peace talks in December and 
January in France, the first rieeting between leaders of 
the anti-Vietnam coalition and the Heng Samrin govern- 
ment. 


Their negotiations have apparently made little progress, 
however, and Sihanouk has refused to meet Hun Sen 


again. 
The Soviet Union and the Indochinese countries favor 
resumption of Sihanouk-Hun Sen talks. 


Meanwhile, Tran proposed “peaceful talks” to settle the 
territorial dispute over the Spratly Islands in the South 
China Sea. 
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“If some big power tries to use force to solve the dispute 
for its own profit, then it will give rise to a new hot spot,” 
Tran said in an apparent reference to China. 


There are reports of armed clashes between China and 
Vietnam over the islands, which are believed to have 
rich mineral resources, including oil and natural gas. 


Malaysia, the Philippines and Taiwan also claim all or 
part of the group of more than 200 atolls and reefs. 


Tran is visiting here following a trip to Jakarta. He will 
also visit Thailand before returning home. 


Reaction to PRC Spratly Oceanographic Survey 


Spokesman on ‘Tension’ 
OW230746 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] A spokesman for the Vietnamese Foreign Minis- 
try said: China is still perpetuating tension in the Truong 
Sa [Spratly] Islands. 


Ho The Lan, the spokesman, made the above statement 
at a press briefing held at the International Club today. 
She pointed out that the so-called oceanographic survey 
that China intends to carry out in the waters surrounding 
the Truong Sa Islands is a peremptory and dangerous 
act. She said: If China really wants to carry out its 
scientific research, it must inform Vietnam. She said: It 
is not normal for China to mobilize dozens of warships 
to do research. She urged China to keep its promises not 
to prevent Vietnamese rescue vessels from their mission, 
and to provide information and to release nine Vietnam- 
ese seamen being detained by China. 


Group Denounces Survey 
BK250953 Hanoi VNA in English 0721 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


{Text} Hanoi VNA April 25—The Inter-Governmental 
Oceanographic Committee (IOC) of Vietnam has issued 
a statement denouncing China’s groundless claim that it 
had been entrusted by UNESCO with the construction of 
two sea-level observing stations in the Truong Sa 


[Spratly] Archipelago. 


The Vietnam IOC Committee, says the statement, 
declares that Vietnam has the necessary documents and 
evidence to clearly affirm that at the assembly of the 
Inter-Governmental Oceanographic Committee under 
the UNESCO held in Paris in March 1987, the IOC 
never entrusted China with the installation of sea-level 
observing stations under the IOC's “Global System of 
Ocean Level Station” (GLOSS) programme in the Truon 
Sa Archipelago. 
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The Vietnam IOC Committee further says that the 
stations numbered 74 and 76 by China are actually the 
“Nome” station of the United States and the “Port 
Elizabeth” station of South Africa, and both do not 
belong to Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago. 


“The Vietnam IOC Committee resolutely demands that 
the Chinese side give up its attempt to grab Vietnamese 
territory at the Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa 
Archipelagoes and immediately pull out all its military 
forces illegally stationed there,” the statement stresses. 


News Conference on Spratly Islands Held 
BK25 1036 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] The first deputy foreign minister of Vietnam, Mr 
Dinh Nho Liem, on Monday held a press conference to 
make public an official document on Vietnam’s Hoang 
Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelagoes. 


Speaking at the conference, Mr Dinh Nho Liem pointed 
out that the question of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archi- 
pelagoes has become an outstanding event in the Sino- 
Vietnamese relations. Mr Dinh Nho Liem reaffirmed 
Vietnam's sovereignty over these two archipelagoes and 
said: The successive Vietnamese states are continuously 
and peacefully exercising their sovereignty over these two 
archipelagoes since the 1 7th century when they did not yet 
belong to any other states. This is entirely in conformity 
with international law and practice. 


Mr Dinh Nho Liem denounced the erroneous facts and 
acts of encroachment of China toward these two archi- 
pelagoes of Vietnam and reaffirmed Vietnam’s inalien- 
able sovereignty over these two islands. He rejected the 
groundless charges and distortion of history and geogra- 


phy by China. 


The document made public by Mr Dinh Nho Liem 
includes three parts: The first deals with the agreement 
put forth by Vietnam and China about their sovereignty 
over the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes. The 
second part deals with the attitude of other countries 
about China’s so-called sovereignty over these two archi- 
pelagoes. The third part is about peaceful negotiation, 
the only right way to solve disputes between the two 
countries over the two archipelagoes. 


Many Vietnamese and foreign newsmen and press 
attaches of foreign embassies in Vietnam have attended 
the press conference. 


NHAN DAN on PRC's ‘Expansion Strategy’ 
BK221553 Hanoi VNA in English 1512 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi OANA/VNA April 22—The decision of the 
Seventh National People’s Congress of the People’s 
Republic of China to make Hainan Island the 30th 
province of China with the inclusion of the Hoang Sa 


FBIS-EAS-88-079 
25 April 1988 


[Paracel] and Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelagoes of Viet- 
nam has unve ‘led China’s expansionist and hegemonis- 
tic policy toward China's neighbours in general and the 
countries in the Eastern Sea in particular. 


This remark came in a long article published in the daily 
NHAN DAN on April 20 and 21. Main excerpts follow : 


“The shaping up of Hainan Province is a typical example 
of China’s zeaward expansionist policy. Before the Chris- 
tian era China was a small land-locked country lying in 
the lov er reaches of the Huang and Wii Rivers. Until the 
3rd century B.C., during the Chin Dynasty, China’s 
coastline extended only from the Po Hai Gulf to the 
mouth of Yangtze River. Since then, China has conti- 
nously extended its coast. 


In the pre-Han period (206-8 B.C.) the Chinese in 
Kouang Tung conquered Hainan Island from a Viet tribe 
in their first push toward the Eastern Sea. The successive 
administrations in China sent Chinese to settle in the 
delta of Hainan Island, driving the autochthonous Le (or 
Ly) people deep into the forests in the hinterland. One 
thing worthy of note is that Thanh Hoa Province of 
Vietnam also has a Le (also called Ly) tribe. In an 
exploration of Hainan in 1905, E. Broron found vestiges 
of the Viets on the southern coast. 


“Beside economic exploitation, the Chinese authorities 
used the divide and rule policy towards the islanders. 
They split the Li into small groups and settled them 
among the Miwo tribes who came later from southwest 
China. The assimilation was completed by the Chinese 
emperors within 19 centuries and Hainan finally became 
a Chinese territory. 


China’s expansionist ambition in the Eastern Sea dated 
back to 1909 when the governor of Kwangtung and 
Kwagsi Provinces, Li Zhun, fed two gun-boats to the 
proximity of some islands in the Hoang Sa (Paracels) 
Archipelago. But Li Zhun had to order a hasty with- 
drawal when he found out that the islands already had 
their occupants. 


Beijing liberated Hainan from Chinese occupation in 
April 1950. 


In 1950, China published a map in which the southern- 
most border of the People’s Republic of China is no 
longer Hainan Island but reached as far south as 4 
degrees north latitude, near the coast of Malaysia and 
encompassing both the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa of 
Vietnam. In the following years, while continuing to lay 
claim to Hoang Sa and Truong Sa through government 
statements and government-issued maps, the Chinese 
ruling circles set about making preparations to use force. 
But due to the then international situation and also to 
the still limited capacities of the Chinese Navy, China 
had to turn its attention more to the land than the sea. In 
1956, it took its first step in its expansion on the sea. 
Availing itself of the French withdrawal from Indochina, 
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China secretly dispatched a task force to land on Phu 
Lam and Lincoln Islands in the eastern group of islands 
of the Moang Sa Archipelago before the Saigon Army 
could take over from the French. 


After signing the Shanghai Communique with the 
United States in January 1972, China, now with the 
implicit consent of the United States, sent an important 
force including air and naval units to attack and occupy 
the remaining western part of Hoang Sa then stationed 
by the Saigon Army. Leading this naked annexionist 
campaign were Deng Xiaoping and Ye Jian Ying with 
direct authorisation from Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai. 


In early 1987 China put out the concept of “tri-dimen- 
sional strategic border” in a bid to justify its program of 
using force to expand its southern border from Hainan 
Island to close to the Malaysian seashore. At the same 
time, it beefed up its Nanhai Fleet and broadened its 
naval exercises as far as Truong Sa the most important of 
which is the exercises from May 16 to June 6, 1987. 


In a report on the Chinese attack on Vietnamese freight- 
ers on March 14 last, a Voice of America commentator 
said the Chinese force might have been sent from Hai- 
nan which lies | ,000 km to the north. Militarily Hainan 
is the Chinese naval base nearest to Vietnam. 


China’s decision to upgrade Hainan into a province 
encompassing the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoe 
of Vietnam together with its resort to force to materialize 
its expansionist plan has caused great concern among the 
world public, first of all the countries in the region. The 
Vietnamese people place a high value on peace and 
friendship with their neighbours and wish to settle all 
disputes through peaceful negotiations. But they are 
resolve to oppose China’s policy of strength at Truong Sa. 


Air Force Unit's Spratly Flights Recounted 
BK211426 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2330 GMT 20 Apr 88 


(Report by The Thoai and Minh Tien: “Flights to 
Truong Sa by the C-18 Air Wing”] 


[Text] We visited the C-18 Air Wing when the weather in 
the north was still cold. However, on this plot of land in 
the southern part of the country, the weather was sunny 
with gentle winds blowing occasionally over the runway, 
thus relieving the heat that rose from the huge concrete 
blocks. 


More than a decade ago, it was from here that U.S. and 
puppet aircraft took off and flew thousands of missions 
with bombs and ammunition to perpetrate crimes in 
both parts of our country. Today, it is also from here that 
our Air Force takes off to defend the sacred airspace and 
territorial waters of the unified Vietnamese fatherland. 
What moved us was that during the past 2 years and 
more, many distant flights have been made across the sea 
to the naval combatants on the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
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Archipelago, an archipelago rife with ordeals and hard- 
ships. The archipelago receives constant attention from 
the people of the entire country, who feel that all is for 
the sake of Truong Sa. 


The first person we met and worked with during our visit 
to the C-18 Air Wing was Comrade Lieutenant Colonel 
Nguyen Son, a squadron leader responsible for combat, 
sea-observation, and supply flights. Chatting confiden- 
tially with us, Comrade Lt Col Nguyen Son said: Our Air 
Wing assumes many tasks. However, with regard to our 
support flights to the Truong Sa Archipelago in particu- 
lar, we are always ready to take off as soon as we receive 
orders so that we can fulfill this task as expected by the 
higher echelons. 


This is true. Last year, despite numerous difficulties over 
safety and weather conditions, especially at sea and on 
off-shore islands, by devoting all their minds and energy 
and by enhancing their will, all comrade members of the 
C-18 Air Wing were able to ensure safety for all support 
flights to Truong Sa. 


Comrade Nguyen Son recalled a number of flights to 
Truong Sa which he himself piloted. He said each flight 
had furnished him with profound experience concerning 
the open sea and the naval combatants who staunchly 
defend the Truong Sa Archipelago. On this visit, we also 
met Comrade Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Thanh 
Chung, the Air Wing’s flight operation chief and the pilot 
who 13 years ago bombed the Independence Palace, the 
enemy’s nerve center, thus contributing to the liberation 
of the South. Over the past 2 years and more, Comrade 
Nguyen Thanh Chung has flown many supply missions 
to Truong Sa from this airfield. On each flight, he has 
gained some additional experience to foster and train 
young pilots, ensuring that they possess good sea-flying 
standards to continue their flights in support of their 
fellow combatants on the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


According to brother Chung, the factor that decided his 
unit’s success in training the present contingent of sea- 
flying pilots was the fact that ali leaders, commanders, 
and combatants of the C-18 Air Wing were able to 
apprehend correctly the position and importance of 
Truong Sa as well as their responsibilities and feelings 
toward the combatants on this archipelago. It is also for 
this reason, the C-18 Air Wing has always fulfilled its 
annual flight plan. 


Since early this year, due to the Chinese authorities’ 
actions, the situation in Truong Sa has become seriously 
complicated and tense. However, with the motto that all 
is for the sake of Truong Sa, all commanding cadres, 
pilots, and technicians of the C-i8 Air Wing are deter- 
mined to overcome all difficulties and are ready to take 
off for Truong Sa to join the people and combatants on 
this archipelago in defending the fatherland’s sacred 
off-shore islands and territorial waters. This is in 
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response to the feelings of the people throughout the 
country who are focusing their attention on Truong Sa 
and acting for the sake of Truong Sa. 


Spratly Islands Defenders To Receive War Medals 
OW230808 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The SRV State Council recently decided to confer 
nine third-class military medals and one first-class war 
exploit medal on units and individuals who performed 
meritorious services in defending the Troung Sa Islands. 


Chinese of Border Attacks Denied 
BK241!57 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1115 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] On 23 April 1988 Beijing radio reported that 
Vietnamese troops recently made repeated illegal intru- 
sions into areas of Pingxiang, Guangxi Province, to carry 
out harassing attacks and that since early this year 
Vietnamese tzoops have, on dozen of occasions, intruded 
into the Pingxiang, Ningming, Longzhou, and Daxin 
border areas of Guangxi. 


This is obviously a maneuver adopted by Beijing author- 
ities in their passive position to cope with world and 
regional public opinion which is demanding that they 
stop using force and start negotiations with Vietnam to 
solve the border and island disputes, especially over the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 


This is also a scheme by Beijing authorities to mislead 
public opinion in the face of their escalation of illegal 
military activities conducted under the pretext of “‘sci- 
entific research” in the area of Vietnam's Truong Sa 


Archipelago. 


The VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY is authorized to 
totally reject this fabrication by Beijing authorities. 


DPRK Premier on Spratlys to Envoy 
BK220240 Hanoi VNA in English 1523 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


{Text} Hanoi VNA April 21—The premier of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, Yi Kun-mo, on April 
18 received and had a cordial talk with Vietnamese 
Ambassador Nguyen Giap who has concluded his term 
of office in the DPRK. Premier Yi Kun-mo wished the 
Vietnamese people under the leadership of the Commu- 
nist Party of Vietnam new achievements in implement- 
ing the Fourth 5-Year Plan. He expressed his belief that 
the traditional friendly relations between the two coun- 
tries would be promoted in the interests of the two 
peoples. Concerning the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipela- 
go, Premier Yi Kun-mo said he believed that the issue 
would soon be settled in accordance with the interests of 
the Vietnamese and Chinese peoples. 
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Dinh Nho Liem, Envoy Exchange Views 
BK220343 Hanoi VNA in English i525 GMT 

21 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 21--Dinh Nho Liem, member 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam and first vice 
foreign minister, received here today Algerian Ambassa- 
dor Aissa Seferdjeli. 


During the reception, Dinh Nho Liem highly appraised 
his active responsible position and great contributions to 
the struggle of the Arab people. He reaffirmed the 
unchangeable support of the communist party, govern- 
ment and people of Vietnam for the difficult but victo- 
rious struggle of the Arab people against imperialism and 
Zionism, and for the right to self-determination and 


national independence. 


The Vietnamese first vice foreign minister informed the 
Algerian diplomat of Vietnam's just stance and goodwill 
to seek a solution to its dispute with China over the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago through negotiations 
and non-use of force. For his part Ambassador Seferdjeli 
affirmed his country’s consistent desire to see all states 
with territorial disputes sit down to find a peaceful and 
fair solution to their problems. 


First Vice Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem expressed 
deep gratitude for the sympathy and support of the 
National Liberation Front Party (FLN), governme a. © 
people of Algeria for the national construction and the 
struggle in defense of independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Vietnam. 


The two officials also exchanged views on furthering the 
friendly ties, increasing the efficiency of cooperation 
between the two parties and states and their coordina- 
tion in the Nonaligned Movement aimed at bringing into 
play the active role of the movement in the struggle for 


peace, independence, sovereignty and development in 
the world. 


Ministry Promises Cooperation With Foreign Press 
fond + Tokyo KYODO in English 1326 GMT 
Apr 


{Text} Hanoi, April 22 KYODO—The Vietnamese For- 
eign Ministry Friday promised positive cooperation with 
foreign press organizations, including those from the 
Western bloc, in their news reporting activities in Viet- 
nam. 


In a Vietnamese version of “perestroyka” (restructur- 
ing), the ministry has already carried out partial “yp 4 
nizaton in its Information Department, ministry offi- 
cials said in an unusual meeting with foreign journalists 
in Hanoi Friday. 
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The information department is ready to offer its coop- 
eration to facilitate interviews with Vietnamese leaders 
and news-gathering tours of provincial areas, the offi- 
cials said. Such cooperation would be equal to that of 
governmental press authorities in the West, they said. 


Vietnam will also drastically reduce the time required to 
issue visas to foreign journalists for their visits to Viet- 
nam, the officials said. So far, it has taken more than a 
month from the time of application to the actual issu- 
ance of visas. 


As for permission for the establishment of new foreign 
press offices in Vietnam, the department officials said 
the couniry could not immediately accept such requests 
due to physical constraints such as the selection of 
proper locations for such press offices. 


But the officials promised to do their utmost to help 
press organizations which want to open permanent 
branches or representative offices in Vietnam. 


According to the Foreign Ministry, five foreign press 
organizations, including two Japanese newspapers, have 
applied for permission to open offices in Vietnam. 


The officials said a total of 150 journalist teams visited 
Vietnam for news gathering purposes last year. 


Romania’s Ceausescu Thanks Leaders for Visit 
BK201559 Hanoi VNA in English 1518 GMT 
yn ; ir 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 20—Vietnamese party and 
state leaders have received a message from Nicolea 
Ceausescu, secretary of the Romanian Commu- 
nist Party [RCP] Central Committee, thanking them for 
their hospitality during his official visit to Vietnam on 
April 17 and 19. 


The message, addressed to Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, and Vo Chi Cong, president of the State 
Council, says: 


“I am convinced that our meetings, talks and agreements 
will promote the development of the friendship and 
cooperation between the Socialist Republic of Romania 
and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and between the 
RCP and the CPV in the interests of the two peoples, the 
common cause of socialism and of detente and peace in 
the world.” 


CPSU Arrives in Hanoi 
BK241514 Hanoi VNA in English 1456 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 24—A delegation of the Com- 
munist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) led by G.P. 
Razumovskiy, alternate member of the Political Bureau 
and secretary of the CPSU Central Committee, arrived 
here today for a visit to Vietnam. 


FBIS-EAS-88-079 
25 April 1988 


The delegation, guest of the Communist Party of Viet- 
nam Central Committee, also inculudes V.V. Bacachin, 
member of the CPSU Central Committee and first 
secretary of the Provincial Party Committee of Keme- 
rov, and V. V. Grigoryev, alternate member of the CPSU 
Central Committee and first secretary of the Provincial 
Party Committee of Vichevsko. 


It was met at the Hanoi international airport among 
others by Nguyen Duc Tam, Politburo member and 
secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, Nguyen Dinh Huong, member of the party 
C.C.; Nguyen Van Trong, deputy-head of the party 
Central Committee’s International Department; and 
Soviet Ambassador to Vietnam D.I. Kachin. 


Daily Condemns ‘Zionists’ for 
BK210958 Hanoi VNA in English 0728 GMT 
21 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 21—“‘The murder of Abu Jihad 
{Khalil al-Wazir], deputy commander-in-Chief of the 
Palestinian Revolutionary Armed Forces, is a stupid 
calculation of the Zionists,” says the national daily 
NHAN DAN today. 


The paper points out that the Zionists were mistaken 
when they thought that by assassinating PLO leaders, 
they could dampen the Palestinian people's spirit and 
suppress their uprising. But their heinous crimes have 
increased the hatred and determination of the Palestin- 
ians who are struggling for their sacred national rights, 
NHAN DAN stresses. 


“By this murder,” NHAN DAN continues, “The Zion- 
ists have unmasked themselves as the actual advocates of 
the terrorist policy in the Middle-East. Their recent 
crime in Tunis has greatly shocked the conscience of 
mankind. Washington also condemned the assassination 
and denied the CIA’s involvement. But that is a blatant 
lie”. 


“The U.S. policy in the Middle-East, and its collusion 
with Israel have been proved more clearly than ever as 
the cause of tension and conflicts in the region as well as 
the crigin of most hideous crimes,” the paper notes. 


“Brutality cannot save the Zionist aggressors from their 
current impasse but will only lead them to new failures 
and greater predicament. The Palestinian people's will 
for independence and freedom is stronger than any 
weapons and crime,”” NHAN DAN says in conclusion. 


Exhibit on Afghan Reconciliation Opens 
BK210416 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 20 Apr 88 


{Text] On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the 
April Revolution, our Ministry of Information opened 
an exhibition at Giang Vo Exhibition Center, in cooper- 
ation with the Afghanistan Embassy in Vietnam. The 
exhibition was named “Afghanistan and the Policy of 
National Reconciliation.” 
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Through a great variety of photos and pictures, the 
exhibition introduced to the Vietnamese people the 
Afghan people’s political and socioeconomic achieve- 
ments over the past 10 years. 


The exhibition also introduced the phases of the Afghan 
people’s difficult struggle and denounced the dark 
schemes and crimes perpetrated by the counterrevolu- 
tionaries with the help of the U.S. imperialists and other 
reactionary forces. The exhibition, in particular, high- 
lighted the correct policy of national reconciliation of the 
Afghan party and government. [Hanoi VNA in English 
at 1553 GMT on 20 April in a similar report adds: ““The 
Opening ceremony was attended by Nguyen Canh Dinh, 
member of the party Central Committee, minister of 
Water Conservancy, and president of the Vietnam-Af- 
ghanistan Friendship Association; and Afghan Ambassa- 
dor Muhammad Shafi Azimi.”) 


France To Donate 4,380 Tons of Wheat in 1988 
BK221528 Hanoi VNA in English 1457 GMT 
22 Apr 88 


{Text} Hanoi, VNA April 22—The French Government 
has decided to grant 4,380 tons of wheat flour as aid to 
Vietnam in 1988. 


Signing the aid agreement in Paris on April 20 were 
Vietnamese Ambassador Ha Van Lau and Jean Pascal 
Beaufret, vice-director of budget under the Ministry For 
The Economy, Finance And Budget. 


Ambassador Ha Van Lau asked J.P. Beaufret to convey 
sincere thanks from the government and people of Viet- 
nam to the French Government for its aid, describing it 
as a manifestation of sympathy and friendship between 
the two countries. 


Foreign Investors Said To Increase Tenfold 
BK211414 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 21 Apr 88 


(“Talk of the Week” feature] 


[Text] According to foreign press reports, the number of 
foreign investors in Vietnam has increased by 10 times 
in comparison with last year's following the promulga- 
tion of Vietnam’s new Law on Foreign Investment. 
Business circles, especially in the West and Southeast 
Asia, have shown growing interest in investment in 
Vietnam. This edition of “Talk of the Week” reviews 
changes that have taken place in Vietnam since the new 
investment law was made public. 


Since it was made pubiic at the National Assembly 
session early this year, the new investment code of 
Vietnam has been attracting much public attention 
because this everit has been long awaited by business 
circles both inside and outside the country. The press in 
several countries has noticed the openness of the new 
investment code. The FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC 
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REVIEW states that the new investment law of Vietnam 
is one of the most open in Asia. At the same time, in 
Vietnam, particularly in southern provinces, many activ- 
ities have been conducted to elicit capital from foreign 
businessmen as well as overseas Vietnamese. A number 
of economic contracts has been signed in various sectors 
including production and assembly of electronics, con- 
sumer goods, etc. Many overseas Vietnamese from West- 
ern countries have expressed their wish to join efforts in 
national building through joint ventures. 


In Vietnam, a number of manufacturers and traders has 
worked out plans to restore and develop the production 
of consumer goods as well as export articles. Over the 
past year, a dozen or so such plans have been drawn up 
and carried out in Ho Chi Minh City to produce gluta- 
mate powder, fish sauce, and other items for export. 
Recently, many people talked about the success story of 
a tannery headed by Mr Tran Cong Luoc in Ho Chi 
Minh City. Formerly, his tannery was a joint state- 
private venture with poor performance. Now, with Mr 
Luoc’s creative mind, the Binh Loi Tannery has become 
a well-known unit producing and processing high quality 
skins of hogs, cattle, and crocodiles, etc. 


A number of industrialists and businessmen has also 
asked the authorities’ permission to take charge of con- 
struction projects including apartments for overseas 
Vietnamese. The new government's policy by encourag- 
ing local producers has resulted in the availability of 
more and better consumer goods. An industrialist with 
an enterprising spirit, Mr Huynh Phuc Khuong in the 
central coastal city of Danag has invested a sum esti- 
mated at 48 taels of gold for the production of floral 
fabrics. His production unit can produce half a million 
meters of fabrics. It is interesting to note that the Danang 
authorities have decided to reduce by 50 percent the 
taxes levied on locally made fabrics. Production of 
consumer goods through joint ventures and other 
sources is making headway in Vietnam. It also affirms 
the correctness of the newly promulgated Law on For- 
eign Investment in Vietnam. 


First Joint Venture With Hong Kong Established 
BK250449 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 23 Apr 88 


{From the daily press review for 23 April] 


[Text] NHAN DAN today reports that a transportation 
joint enterprise was set up in Vung Tau on 8 April, with 
Mr julau Chow Chi, head of the Hong Kong-based 
Hochimex Company, serving as director, and Mr Phan 
Van Phuong, acting director of the Tourist Transporta- 
tion Enterprise, Vung Tau Tourist Corporation, as dep- 
uty director. 


This is the first joint venture between a local and a 
foreign company established with the recent permission 
of the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations. The 
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enterprise has a starting capital of 3 million, with Hochi- 
mex Company contributing $1.5 million including the 
cost to ship ! 20 small and large passenger cars and trucks 
to Vung Tau and to build a garage to provide automotive 
spare parts and to repair cars for tourists. 


Priest Canonization of Martyrs 
BK231541 Hanoi VNA in English 1506 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 23—The national daily NHAN 
DAN today publishes an article written by the Reverend 
Nguyen Chau pointing to several abnormalities in the 
recent decision of the Vatican to canonize | 17 “‘martyrs” 
in Vietnam. 


The Catholic priest notes that Cardinal Trinh Van Can 
on November 16, 1985 sent his proposal to the Vatican 
and on June 22, 1987 Pope John Paul 2 announced his 
approval. Thus, it took less than 14 months for the 
proceedings to complete! The case was studied and 
decided with unusual expeditiousness, without consulta- 
tions with Vietnam nor investigation in the localities. 
Even Vietnam’s historical documents have not been 
consulted. Historical documents of the Nguyen Dynasty 
in Vietnam might not always be reliable, but to ignore 
them completely in this case is a big shortcoming. 


Secondly, a decision on canonization has always been 
made by the supreme papal power. It is also the under- 
standing of all Catholics that the canonization is made 
for the benefit of the Roman Catholic Church as a whole 
but, first of all, the benefit of the native church of the 
canonized persons. Moreover, the church, in any case, 
means first of all the Catholic faithful, not the clergy. 
Yet, Catholic rank-and-file in Vietnam did not know 
anything about the canonization until everything had 
been decided including the preparations for the canoni- 
zation as well as the establishment of a 25-member 
“Central Preparatory Committee for the Canonization.” 


With regard to the choice of the canonization day, one 
may ask why there have been no consultation or discus- 
sion between the Vatican, the Vietnam Catholic Church 
and the State of Vietnam. Instead, it was arbitrarily 
chosen to coincide with the “Republican Army Day” (of 
the former Saigon regime—June 19), a date which the 
Vietnamese Government, a sovereign state and the Viet- 
namese Catholic Church which has been closely associ- 
ated with the nation, cannot accept. 


What is most surprising is that the “Central Preparatory 
Committee” started its work in 1987 (it met in its second 
session in Rome from January 26-28, 1988) and the 
committee consists only of Vietnamese Catholic exiles or 
refugees, and none of them are members of the Catholic 
Church in their native country. Should the canonization 
be a matter concerning the Catholic exiles and refugees 
alone” [quotation marks as received] 
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Plane Crash Debris Found in Lam Dong Province 
rrypiey Hanoi VNA in English 0715 GMT 
Apr 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 2I—An AN-26 plane which 
crashed on September 16, 1987 was found recently in 
Bao Loc District of the central highlands province of 
Lam Dong, about 13 km northwest of the district town. 


The plane was reported missing while on a routine flight 
from Danang to Ho Chi Minh City. The cause of the 
crash is attributed to low overcast and torrential rains. 


The Vietnamese military offices have sent many search 
and rescue teams to the suspected area but the search was 
hampered by too dense primeval forests in a too sparsely 
inhabited area. 


The plane debris were accidentally discovered by a local 
village. Remains of passengers, identity cards, and other 
personal effects have been recovered. 


IPU Notes Release of Former Saigon Officials 
BK210741 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] After working for 6 days, the Ninth [as heard] 
Inter-Parliamentary Conference—the 1988 spring meet- 
ing—ended on 16 April. Attending the conference were 
almost 600 national assembly deputies from about 100 
countries, and representatives of many international 
Organizations including the United Nations. 


The Vietnamese delegation to this conference includes 
Comrades Nguyen Ngoc Ha and Dao Tung, vice chair- 
man and member of the National Assembly's Foreign 
Relations Committee respectively. 


This 1988 spring meeting discussed two major issues: 
creating an atmosphere of mutual trust among nations to 
promote a vigorous advance of peace and development, 
and speeding up the drafting of environmental strategies 
for firm development to effectively protect natural 
inherited property and world culture. At the opening 
session on | 1 April, the conference agreed by more than 
a two-thirds majority to include in its agenda a third 
major issue—the prospects for peace, democracy, and 
socioeconomic development in Central America. 


On 16 April the conference unanimously adopted the 
draft resolution of the special committee for human 
rights in which it acknowledged a verbal notification by 
the Vietnamese National Assembly deputy team in Gen- 
eva of the release of National Assembly deputies of the 
former Saigon regime during the 17 February 1988 
general amnesty. The resolution noted with satisfaction 
the outcome of this issue and decided to close the issue's 
dossier, the resolution thanked the Vietnamese National 
Assembly deputies and authorities for their cooperation. 
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Directive on Tasks of CPV Theoretical Journal 
BK201321 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
8 Apr 88 pp 1, 4 


[Text] On 29 March, the party Central Committee Sec- 
retariat issued a directive on the tasks of TAP CHI 
CONG SAN. 


The directive specified: The urgent and long-term 
requirement of our party is to intensify its theoretical 
task. As the theoretical and political organ of the party 
Central Committee, in the new situation, TAP CHI 
CONG SAN must illuminate the themes and conclu- 
sions of the Sixth Party Congress concerning all the 
economic, political, cultural, ideological, security, 
national defense, foreign affairs, and party development 
domains. It must explain thoroughly the valuable lessons 
of the revolution in our country which were generally 
reviewed at the Sixth Party Congress; and expound the 
new questions raised by the revolutionary realities in our 
country. Theoretically, the review must contribute posi- 
tively to preparing the Seventh Party Congress. 


TAP CHI CONG SAN should scientifically analyze 
Lenin's viewpoints on socialism, and apply the funda- 
mental principles, especially the diatectical materialism 
of Marxism-Leninism, to analyzing profoundly the 
actual situation in our country and, on this basis, clarify 
the peculiarities of the socialist revolution and socialist 
construction in Vietnam. The contents of the review 
should focus on these matters: renewal of thinking, 
organization, cadres, behavior, and economic manage- 
ment; democratization, party development, and building 
of a new culture and new socialist men. At the same time, 
the review must criticize immature and erroneous per- 
ceptions of socialism. TAP CHI CONG SAN must 
pioneer the struggle to renew thinking in accordance 
with the spirit of the Sixth Party Congress, and resolutely 
Oppose conservatism, sluggishness, all stereotypical 
manifestations, voluntarism, and all manifestations of 
hastiness and subjectivism. 


TAP CHI CONG SAN must contribute to the develop- 
ment of social science subjects (and to a certain given 
extent, help promote natural science and technology) in 
our country mainly by providing methodological guid- 
ances for the development of these subjects. 


At present, the party Central Committee is preparing a 
draft program for building socialism in the period of 
transition in our country and the socioeconomic strate- 
gy. The review should publish articles that reflect 
achievements in researchi the important — 
bearing the characteristics of this and stra 

At the same time, the review prepare well 

conducting the propaganda about the major anniversa- 
ries in 1990 (60th founding anniversary of the party, 
45th founding anniversary of the country, 100th anni- 
versary of President Ho Chi Minh’s birthday, 1Sih 
anniversary of the total vic. ury in the anti-U_S. resistance 
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struggle for national salvation, and Lenin’s | 20th birth- 
day). The practical task of the party’s theoretical organ is 
to help derive lessons from the party's current leadership 
experience, and to generally review the historical expe- 
rience of the party in its various stages of leadership over 
the revolution. 


To enhance the quality and the theoretical and militant 
character in keeping with the above-mentioned require- 
ments, TAP CHI CONG SAN must renovate both its 
contents and formality. It must combine theory closely 
with reality and pay utmost attention to readers’s 
demands. It must adopt forms and measures to encour- 
age research and invention by scientists and experienced 
management cadres, and open columns of democratic 
debate on major theoretical and highly realistic issues. 
Generally speaking, the articles must be concise, mean- 
ingful, highly informative and theoretical. Certain pages 
should be devoted to publishing the suggestions of read- 
ers who want to help develop the party and perfect the 
party lines and policies. The review should also carry 
columns that introduce the experiences of fraternal 
countries, articles of foreign papers and magazines, and 
timely and selected reports on various new theoretical as 
well as realistic issues in the community of socialist 
countries as well as the international communist move- 
ment. The review should try to open a column to screen 
those books and papers in the country that perform the 
role of informing and guiding readers along the party 
line. The review is authorized to publish selected reports 
on differing viewpoints and perceptions of fraternal 
parties on the major issues of socialism to stimulate 
diversity in thinking and creativity in building typical 
socialist models on the strength of defending the solidar- 
ity and unity of the socialist community. 


While emphasizing their own theoretical research, the 
editors should conscientiously motivate talented collab- 
orators to write for the review. The review's editorial 
staff must coordinate closely with other theoretical and 
scientific research organs of the party and state in 
conducting theoretical research and organizing scientific 
seminars. 


TAP CHI CONG SAN’s editorial staff should improve 
its tasks concerning readers and publication, and its 
Organizational and working methods; associate the 
review more closely with life; maintain regular contacts 
with readers; and in particular maintain close relations 
with the local party committee echelons. 


Army Journal Marks With Name Change 
BK241439 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 23 Apr 88 


{Text} This morning, 23 April, the editorial staff of TAP 
CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN held a get-together at the 
Hanoi Press Center along with a large number of con- 
tributors and readers to mark the journal's 40th anniver- 
sary of its founding—April 1948 to April 1988—and to 
announce the decision of the party Central Committee's 
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Military Commission Standing Committee to rename 
TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN as TAP CHI 
QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN _[ALL-PEOPLE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE JOURNAL] as from April 
1988. Attending the function were a large number of 
readers and contributors within and without the Army; 
representatives of various military regions, Army corps, 
armed services, and groups of Army divisions; and 
delegates from various military research ozgans, insti- 
tutes, and schools as well as from various departments of 
the party, sectors and ministries of the state, and mass 
organizations. 


The major general editor-in-chief of the journal solemnly 
read to all those present a letter written by Comrade 
General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh to the editorial 
staff, readers, and contributors of the journal on this 
occasion. He also briefly spoke about the process of 
developing the party’s military and political theoretical 
journal over the past 40 years—from QUAN SU TAP 
SAN, later renamed QUAN CHINH TAP SAN during 
the anti-French war of resistance, to TAP CH! QUAN 
DOI NHAN DAN during the anti-U.S. war of resistance 
and now, TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN—and 
about the tasks, orientations, and operational targets of 
TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN in the coming 
period. He also urged contributors within and without 
the Army to send in their material and help the journal 
fulfill its tasks. 


Many of those present, in their capacity as active readers 
of the journal and leaders of sectors, localities, military 
regions, Army corps, armed services, and Army divi- 
sional groups, expressed their views, welcoming the 
decision to rename TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
as TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN and offering 
suggestions concerning the contents and format of the 
journal. 


In his speech to close the get-together, on behalf of the 
party Central Committee’s Military Commission and the 
Ministry of National Defense, Comrade Colonel General 
Nguyen Quyet, secretary of the party Central Committee 
and director of the General Political Department, 
praised the contributions made by TAP CHI QUAN 
DOI NHAN DAN over the past years. He elaborated on 
the tasks relaied to national defense at present and, 

ing from this, set the requirements for TAP CHI 
QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN, especially the require- 
ment to enhance the quality of the journal and further 


develop its efficiency. 


He emphatically urged the — to firmly maintain its 
theoretical nature, closely follow realities and uphold its 
militant character, and strive to make its contents ever 
more interesting. 
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CPV Secretariat Directive on Army Rear Policy 
BK221115 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] The party Central Committee Secretariat recently 

a directive on enhancing leadership and guidance 
for satisfactory implementation of the Army rear policy. 
The directive says: 


The Army rear policy is an important part of the party 
and state’s social welfare policy aimed at achieving the 
two strategic tasks of building and defending the socialist 
fatherland. The Secretariat hereby asks various echelons 
and sectors to do the following: 


—Frequently conducting indoctrination within the 
entire population on the close relation between the two 
strategic tasks of building and defending the fatherland; 
upholding the political duty of each citizen toward 
national defense; promoting voluntary compliance with 
the law on military service, correctly implementing all 
policies, ensuring fairness, preventing and severely deal- 
ing with all negative phenomena during the process of 
implementation. 


—Upholding the honor and responsibility of the families 
of soldiers in active service toward the causes of defend- 
ing the fatherland and performing international obliga- 
tion; organizing the management of and caring for the 
families of soldiers now working at the border and on 
distant islands as well as on international duty; provid- 
ing realistic assistance to soldiers’ families that are 
helpless and are having difficulties; providing employ- 
ment for discharged soldiers and organizing appropriate 
activities for them at the grassroots if we are to closely 
manage the reserve force and keep it ready for military 
mobilization and for combat; and encouraging dis- 
charged soldiers to play a central role in productive labor 
and in building the localities concerned. Discharged 
soldiers must be given priority in recuiting for jobs in 
various collectively run economic areas and for working 
overseas under programs of labor cooperation. 


—Paying attention to carrying out satisfactorily party 
and state policies and systems on caring for retired Army 
cadres; motivating these cadres to actively participate in 
various activities at the grassroots; being concerned with 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


building the forces of military reservists and self-defense 
militiamen to meet national requirements for strategic 
defense with attention paid to meeting essential require- 
ments for the welfare of military reservists and self- 
defense militiamen while they are gathered for military 
missions; applying various policies on obligatory labor 
for public welfare in a manner suitable to the localities 
concerned; considering enforcement of a form of 
national defense levy in order to make a better contri- 
bution to the Army rear support task; resolving posi- 
tively and neatly problems left unsolved after each war, 
promptly exhuming and relocating the graves of fallen 
soldiers at various battlefields; launching a motivation 
drive to welcome war invalids with severe disability back 
to villages; providing better care for disabled and sick 
soldiers who are in serious condition; nurturing and 
educating children fathered by disabled soldiers and 
fallen heroes; organizing vocational training for disabled 
soldiers, assigning them to suitable jobs, or helping them 
in developing their family finances, formulating plans 
for gradually building various victory momunents and 
construction projects of great historic significance to 
educate the people about their heritage; and continuing 
to strive for higher quality in the movement by disabled 
soldiers and families of fallen heroes to become model 
citizens and exemplary revolutionary families . 


Crop Pests Reported To Spread Nationwide 
BK250412 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 23 Apr &8 


[From the Daily Press Review for 23 April] 


[Text] NHAN DAN today reports that as a result of 
increasing sunshine and warmer weather, crop pests and 
diseases have tended to spread widely, requiring timely 
preventive and control measures. In the northern prov- 
inces, rice blast has affected more than 80,000 hectares, 
while leaf rollers, rice mealy bugs, and brown and white 
planthoppers have ravaged some areas. In the southern 
provinces, insects and diseases have damaged the late 
winter-spring crop, with leaf folders currently attacking 
10,000 hectares of rice in Tien Giang and Tay Ninh 
Provinces and some areas in a number of central prov- 
inces. Crop pests and diseases are developing strongly in 
areas planted with many other crops. Control measures 
should be taken in time to deal with this situation. 
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